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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 

Telephone: 01702 207707 
e-mail: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website: hockley-essex.gov.uk 
 

 
 

Minutes of the FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Held at The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley 

Wednesday 29th June 2022 
 

FC/160. Chairman’s Announcements 
The Procedural, evacuation, health and safety messages were noted.  
Following comments made on Facebook, the Chair confirmed that the Parish Council 
removed the overhanging branches at the traffic lights.  
The Chair recorded the Council’s thanks to Cllr S Martin for her work keeping the finances 
under control.   

 
FC/161. Recording of Meetings 

There was no notification from any person present of intent to record the meeting 
 
FC/162. Those present and apologies for absence 

Chair. Cllr Thorogood 
Councillors Boxall, Chelmsford, Hazlewood, Martin, Styles, Vingoe, MacPherson, M. 

Carter  
Resolved. Valid apologies were received from Cllrs T Carter, A Eves, P Meacham. Proposed 
Cllr Styles seconded Cllr Chelmsford and carries unanimously. 

 
FC/163. Acceptance of the minutes from the meeting held on 23rd May 2022 . 

Resolved. The minutes were accepted as a true record. Proposed Cllr Martin 
seconded Cllr Vingoe and carries unanimously. 

 
FC/164.  To receive member’s declarations of interests in items on the agenda 

 Cllr Styles declared an interest in FC/169 d(i) as a member of the school Parent-Teacher   
association. 

 
FC/165. Council Vacancies 

     Having noted the application form and a brief question and answer session, the council moved 
to their decision. Mr MacPherson was Nominated by Cllr Vingoe seconded Cllr M Carter and 
duly appointed as councillor and signed the declaration of acceptance in the presence of the 
acting clerk. 
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Mr Hedges was unable to attend, his application will be considered at a later meeting.   

 
FC/166. Public Participation Session 

There were no members of the public present. 
 

FC/167. To receive reports from the District and County Councillors. 
There was no Essex County Council member present. There was no update from District 
Cllr M Carter.  

 
FC/168. To review and agree Calendar of Meetings for next six months. 

   The calendar was noted for adoption. 
 
FC/169. Reports from Committees 

a) Resources & Procedures Committee 13th June 2022 
i. To ratify recommendation to authorise May 2022 Payments totalling 

£18720.94  
ii. To ratify recommendation to authorise June 2022 Wages totalling 

£6070.20 
iii. To ratify the recommendation that the Acting Clerk instruct Rialtas 

Accounting Services to update data entries for the year-end close-down 
and maintain data until alternative arrangements are in place. 

iv. To ratify recommendation to renew Business Insurance in the sum of 
£2289 

v. To ratify recommendation to authorize new Van Insurance cover in the 
sum of £1634.00  

vi. To ratify recommendation to authorize payment for planting in the village 
for the Queens Jubilee in Spa Road, Southend Road and Broad Parade in 
the sum £1612.47. 

vii. To ratify the recommendation to accept a quote from Wicksteed Leisure 
Ltd of £22,792.37 for the supply and installation of new equipment at 
Plumberow Play space subject to funds being available.  

viii. To ratify recommendation to submit a CIF application for 50% match 
funding for new play equipment at Plumberow. 

ix. To ratify recommendation to increase the £5000 Ear Marked Reserve to 
cover 50% match funding for play equipment at Plumberow. The Council 
may also consider funding from general fund if resources allow. 

 
Resolved. The recommendations are adopted as read. Proposed Cllr Styles 
seconded Cllr Martin and carried unanimously. 

 
 

b) Communities Committee 
i. RDC Repairs to Public Toilets Southend Road completed by Rochford 

District Council at no cost. 
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ii. Jubilee Beacon St Peter & Paul’s Church. Beacon lit on the 2nd July with 
a well-supported celebration held at the church. 

iii. Parish Hall Caretakers. Hirers to be asked to stack the chairs after their 
meetings to ease the caretaker’s workload. 

iv. Welcome Back Fund. Steam cleaning was done in April, funding was 
provided to print the parish council’s Walking Heritage Trail leaflet. 
 
The reports were noted. 

 
c) Environment 

i. Update on Camera Surveillance at Allotments. Badger survey is required 
before the land can be released for use as allotment space. It was not 
practicable to obtain three quotes as this is a specialized service.  

 
Resolved. The Council will use the allotment funding to commission a £2,899 next 
working day rapid assessment of badger activity. Proposed Cllr Vingoe seconded Cllr 
Thorogood and carried with one abstention and one against.  
 

ii. Groundwork Contractors Work Schedule. Constable’s work schedule was 
noted. 

iii. Village Planting has been completed with the jubilee colour scheme 
looking exceptionally good. 

 
d) Events 

i. Jubilee Picnic   
This was a very successful event with a lot of positive comments from the 
public. A recommendation to offer money by way of donations to the 
organisations who supported the event was discussed. The clerk advised 
caution as council money must be given as grants for specific items rather 
than unconditional donations. It was noted that the organisations could 
have done fundraising during the event. A “Thank- you for your help 
letter” will be sent reminding the contributors that they are welcome to 
apply for a grant from the council in the usual manner.  

 
Motion. The Council approves the schedule of donations to the organisations who 
supported the picnic event. Proposed Cllr M Carter with no seconder, the motion 
failed.  
 
The non-arrival of the bouncy castle is under investigation with a refund being sought. 
It was confirmed that the pizza van arrived and monies should be refunded from sales 
over and above the £500 deposit. 

 
FC/170. To confirm attendance at the EALC AGM & Joint Conference on Thursday 

22nd September 2022 at Hylands House  
         Cllrs Martin, Vingoe and Thorogood will attend. 
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FC/171. Items for the next agenda 
None 

 
FC/172. Resolved. The Parish Council will exclude the press and public from the remainder of the 

meeting due to confidential business under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, s.1(2). Proposed Cllr Thorogood seconded Cllr Boxall and carried unanimously.  

 
Festive Lighting Installation 
To ratify recommendations from the Resources & Procedures Committee and approve 
actions. 

 
It was confirmed that the contractor had not fulfilled the terms of the contract and the 
council agreed to delegate Cllrs Martin and Meacham to negotiate the most favourable 
conclusion. 

 
Resolved. The council approves the appointment of Gala Lighting to supply, install and 
maintain a full set of festive lights as per the written specification for one year at a cost of 
£20,847. Proposed Cllr Martin seconded Cllr MacPherson and carried unanimously. 

 
Staff Matters 
The Administration Assistant has handed in notice with a leaving date of 28th July. The 
Council noted the resignation and thanked the Assistant for her hard work over a difficult 
time, offering their best wishes for the future. 

 
Concerning the other staffing matters, the council agreed to permit the solicitor to negotiate 
the most favourable solution. 

 
It was confirmed that Cllrs Thorogood and Martin, being ex-officio members, will work with 
Cllrs Carter and Chelmsford as members of the Personnel Committee. 

 
Date of Next meeting - to be arranged. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.20 


