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Time To Do Our Bit
We are all having to step up to the plate to help protect the
planet. It's no longer good enough for us to believe this is
not our problem and that someone else will find the
solution. Every one of us can make a difference.

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

➢
Hockey Parish Hall and the Parish Office now have heat pumps and black out blinds to
conserve heat.
We use Zoom with partner organisations. However, a government ruling states council
meetings should be held face to face at present.
VoIP communication system installed in the office to enable staff to make Voice Calls
over the Internet and give flexibility to work from home.
Communications have gone electronic – no more paper!
We are also working with the Essex Forest Initiative to encourage everyone to get
involved with planting trees. (Please also see under Environment).

Conservation work continues at the
Nature Reserve to protect the trees
and encourage our native plant. We
are actively supporting local litter
pick groups and urge residents to use
the bins provided or take rubbish
home with them. Recycling centres
have reopened.

Cllr Lesley Vingoe & Steve Chelmsford were with Donna Lawrence and the Tidy Team at Marylands Nature
Reserve.
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Remembrance 2021
It was recommended that we maintained a cautious approach
again this year and there was no public gathering at the
Southend Road war memorial. The memorial gate was open
from Monday 8th November and the community were invited
to lay their tributes and wooden crosses during the week.
Colin Maclean and his
team from Amos Estates did a fantastic job of decorating
the railings and lamp posts in the village and the Parish
Council poppy veil was set up outside the Parish Hall,
along with a new flag donated by a local resident to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Royal British
Legion. All the poppies on display were made by
members of the community.
Local churches held
services where councillors and residents joined together
to remember the fallen.

CHAIRMAN’S NEWS
Well, here we are, almost Christmas again and let’s all hope it’s a
better one than last year when we were all locked down and unable to
be with family and friends.
Since our summer newsletter the council have been going about their
business keeping our parish ticking over during these unknown
times. Both I and my vice chairman hold regular meetings with our
clerk for updates on anything within the council, including staff,
committees and of course our members. All our committees are
busy at a very important time in the council’s calendar, getting
together their required budgets for our next financial year.
After opening the new public toilets with the chairman of Rochford District
Council, I think everyone will agree they are very impressive and a great asset for our community.
We are making progress with the allotments and hope they come to fruition very soon for the
lucky few after a long haul.
By the time this issue goes to press myself and the vice chairman will have attended services at
two of our local churches for Remembrance Sunday: vice chairman Cllr Phil Meacham at St
Peter and St Paul’s church, where the names of our local fallen were read out, and I at the service
at Bramerton Road Community Church. I and the vice chairman then accompanied our MP,
Mark Francois and councilors to the war memorial in Southend Road. After a short address given
by our MP wreaths were laid in memory of the fallen of three wars. The vice chairman and I
also laid a wreath at the memorial stone next to the Esso garage. At 2 pm we joined Hockley
British Legion for their service and laid a wreath on behalf of Hockley Parish Council.
As you are probably aware because of the uncertain situation with Covid it was decided not put
on any large events at Christmas this year but look forward to putting on a great show next year
(fingers crossed). Hopefully you will all enjoy the new Christmas lights and wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a Healthy New Year from everyone at the Parish Council.
Cllr Mike Carter Chairman
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Hockley Parish Council Residents Survey Responses to our
first Resident’s Survey are being received. This has been designed to
help us to better understand problems, concerns and opportunities for
our community. To enable everyone to take part, the deadline has been
extended to 31st March 2022 and a Special Edition of our Newsletter
will be published in the New Year containing a copy of the survey so
we can all work together to help Hockley move forward.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022
Hockley Parish Council are working towards
commemorating this historic occasion and have
secured a grant to commission Hockley’s own Jubilee
Beacon. More than 1,500 beacons will be lit across the
country at 9.15 pm on the 2nd June 2022 to mark the 70th
anniversary of the Queen's coronation.
We are to also aiming to take part in a nationwide
specially designed augmented reality Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee Beacon Trail in the run up to the
lighting next year.
More news on the beacon and its location will be published on our Website and Facebook
pages closer to the event and we look forward to hearing what other ideas the village has
planned to mark the occasion.

Let’s All Be Big Knits This Christmas
Are you handy with a needle or enjoy other craftwork – if so we invite you to make a
6”x6” square decoration or maybe a garland for our Craft Bombed Christmas Tree
which will be on show outside the Parish Hall over the Christmas period. Why not create
something to mark a special Christmas memory? All ages welcome to take part. Please
deliver your handiwork to the Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley by 3rd
December. If you need more information, please contact our Facilities Manager Nicola
Finley on 07944 669 187 or Cllr Sue Martin on 01702 202750 who will be pleased to
help.
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Work is now moving forward around the village….
Marylands Nature Reserve – The land set aside
for the community orchard has been sown with
wild flower seed and efforts are being made to
source 10 Essex-species fruit trees for the site. (no
easy task).
The five year regeneration project for the nature
reserve is coming to an end and the final
woodland compartment will be thinned out and
coppiced during the coming winter months.
Visitors are requested not to drop litter and to keep dogs on a lead. Cycling and ball games are
not permitted.
Plumberow Play Space – The children at Plumberow School were
asked to help choose two new pieces of new equipment for the site.
Their choice: a Whizzy Roundabout and a Diamond Cone Climber.
It is hoped the equipment will be up and running by the middle of
2022.

Figure 1 Whizzy Roundabout

Marylands Nature Reserve – Litter bins are now installed. Please don’t use them for dog waste.

Rosslyn Road/Plumberow Ave Alley – Lighting pole to be replaced
Footpaths - The vandalised fingerpost on footpath 12 to be replaced
Trees - Removal and/or remedial work on dangerous trees identified in the annual tree survey
has commenced.
Heritage Plaques The latest plaque can be found at
High Road/Fountain Lane. Residents Mr & Mrs
Stark kindly permitted the signage to be installed at
the fountain which stands on the boundary of their
land. The original white sign put up by Miss
Augusta Tawke has been reinstated. Details of all
the plaques can be found on the parish council’s
website.

Mr & Mrs Stark with Paul Taylor, local historian and Cllrs Lesley Vingoe & Sue Martin.

Hockley Parish Hall “The Old Fire Station” – The meeting room at this unique venue is now
open for bookings again. If you would like to contact our Facilities Manager Nicola O’Riordan
Finley on 07944 669 187 she will be happy to show you around.
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ENVIRONMENT
HOW ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CAN HELP YOU SAVE THE PLANET

The COP 26 climate change conference stressed the
importance of all of us playing our part in saving our precious
planet. One of the easiest ways to do so is by planting trees
which lock up carbon, thereby improving air quality,
encouraging biodiversity and reducing flooding

In 2019 Essex County Council committed to working with The Essex Forest Initiative,
promising to plant £1 million worth of trees over the next five years. Essex County Council is
contributing 50% of the cost of the trees with planting and maintenance of trees and protection
on some sites provided by the Woodland Trust. The Forestry Commission has also provided a
grant and the Evergreen Fund are planting 14,000 trees. Together, The Essex Forest Initiative
will have planted over 38,000 trees by the end of the planting season in 2021, exceeding the
target for year 1 by 50%!
The trees will be planted across Essex not only on county land but also that belonging to other
councils, charities, parishes, farmers, schools and private households. So, this is where YOU can
get involved. If you would be happy to have a tree planted in your garden or on your land, follow
the Essex Forest Initiative Facebook page for the latest news, join an event or get in touch with
them direct. Should you have more than 0.5 hectares of land available and want to know more
about tree planting, then please visit, volunteers are always welcome and information on how to
do so can be obtained by e-mailing environment@essex.gov.uk with the subject line ‘Essex
Forest Initiative Volunteering’. Generally, the trees provided will be native species such as oak,
ash, hazel, hornbeam, field maple, holly, crab apple, poplar, willow and alder approximately 1/2
years old (about 30-60cm high).
Hockley Parish Council sincerely hopes that residents will avail themselves of this worthwhile
project which will not only help save the environment but makes Hockley a more attractive place
in which to live.

Did you know………
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Social Clubs in Hockey
Hockley Lawn Tennis Club
Folly Lane, Hockley SS5 4SE. Phone: 07398 265597
This is a long-established members club which aims to provide
a first-class tennis facility for all ages and skill levels, where
enjoyment of the game of tennis is enhanced through skilled
coaching and competitive play in a friendly and supportive environment.

************
Hockley and Hawkwell U3A
Hawkwell Village U3A are members of The Third Age Trust which is the national representative body
for the movement in the UK. Hawkwell Village U3A is a Registered Charity. U3A stands for
University of The Third Age and each group is a democratic self-funded, self-managed organisation
which exists to provide a full range of activities for men and women, no longer in full time employment,
at minimal cost. For all enquiries via email, please go to the Contact page and complete the email form.
Alternatively, there is a dedicated mobile number 07783885153 which is checked on a regular basis and
your call will be returned.

************
Hockley Lawn Bowls Club A private members club founded in 1929. they have one of the
finest greens in the area located in Highams Road off White Hart Lane, Hockley, SS5 4DG.

https://hockleybowlingclub.wixsite.com/hbc14

************
Hockley & Hawkwell Day Centre is a charitable
organisation located in the Southend Road Library Car Park
Hockley, Essex. They offer a luncheon club which is staffed by
volunteers and transport can be arranged for Rayleigh, Hockley,
Hawkwell and Rochford. It is a friendly atmosphere and regarded
as a lifeline for those who live alone (especially if they have
limited mobility). At present they are open around 10.30am
where tea, coffee and scones can be purchased. A booking for a
meal can be made by phoning 01702 206208 at 9 am.

************
Hockley & District Royal British Legion Club
1 White Hart Lane, Hockley SS5 4DQ
Phone 01702 201028 www.hockleyrbl.co.uk
A friendly club for all ages. Live entertainment every
Saturday night. Membership is not restricted to Ex-Service
personnel but for everyone.
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Hockley Parish Council currently have the following job opportunities:
Deputy Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer
Due to retirement, we will shortly be seeking to appoint a Deputy Clerk/Responsible
Finance Officer.
If would like to become part of the Hockley Parish Council Team and are interested in
learning more about our vacancies, please contact:
Mrs Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk at clerk@hockley-essex.gov.uk or phone 01702 207707.

Community Special Constables
Essex Police are currently recruiting for Hockley www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials
Community Special Constables (CSC) are established under the Community Supported Policing
Scheme. This scheme allows parish and town councils to secure more dedicated policing in their
area by paying the duty allowance and mileage expenses of Special Constables who are willing
to work in that location as part of the Community.
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCILLORS

HOCKLEY WEST WARD
Cllr Pauline Chelmsford

HOCKLEY EAST
WARD

Cllr Steve Chelmsford

Cllr Nick Boxall

Cllr Adrian Eves

Cllr Mike Carter (Chairman)

Cllr Brian Hazlewood

Cllr Toni Carter

Cllr Malcolm Maddocks

Cllr Andrea Styles

Cllr Sue Martin

Cllr Lesley Vingoe

Cllr Phil Meacham (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Sam Reed
Cllr Barbara Thorogood
Cllr Jill Waight

If you have any comments or enquiries, please contact Clerk to the Parish Council
Phone: 01702 20 77 07: Email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk : Website: hockley-essex.gov.uk

Please address all correspondence to the Clerk at the Parish Office:
The Old Fire Station 58 Southend Road Hockley Essex SS5 4QH

ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS HOCKLEY WARD
Cllr Eileen GADSDON 07804811954
cllreileen.gadsdon@rochford.gov.uk
Cllr Adrian EVES
01702 201 727 (Business) cllradrian.eves@rochford.gov.uk
Cllr Brian HAZLEWOOD 01702 201786
cllrbrian.hazlewood@Rochford.gov.uk
ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS HOCKLEY & ASHINGDON WARD
Cllr Michael CARTER 07958 707 070 (Mobile) cllrmichael.carter@Rochford.gov.uk
Cllr Carole WESTON
07525 714 715 (Mobile) cllrcarole.weston@Rochford.gov.uk
Cllr Roger CONSTABLE 01702 548 834
cllrroger.constable@rochford.gov.uk
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROCHFORD WEST

Cllr Michael HOY 07490 282 443 (Mobile) e-mail: cllr.michael.hoy@essex.gov.uk
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR RAYLEIGH & WICKFORD
Rt. Hon, MARK FRANCOIS MP mark.francois.mp@parliament.uk
Mark Francois conducts frequent surgeries for constituents at 25 Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh, Essex,
SS6 7ED.
Tel. 01268 742044. enquiries@rayleighandwickfordconservatives.com
Website : www.markfrancoismp.com
(Unavailable during a General Election).
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