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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the online Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 1st   
November 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. L. Vingoe  

 Councillors:  Cllr. P. Chelmsford Cllr. B Hazlewood 
   Cllr. S. Chelmsford    
   Cllr. B. Thorogood   

 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Clerk 
Kathryn Hayden, Administrative Assistant 

 Members of the public: Five 

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and Committee members whilst 
reminding those present of the importance of following the Parish Council’s meeting procedures.  

EOS21/21 Election of Committee Vice Chairperson 

Cllr. B. Thorogood was nominated as Vice Chairman of the Environment 
Committee. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr. B. Thorogood be elected as Vice Chairman of the 
Environment Committee for the remaining municipal year. 

EOS21/22 Apologies for Absence  

 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. N. Boxall, M. Carter and J. 
Waight.    

 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 

EOS21/23 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on 
5th July 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman after 
the meeting. 

EOS21/ 24 Progress Report 

EOS18/64 
Licences for street 
furniture 

All information sent to Essex County Council.  Awaiting 
licenses. 

EOS20/6 
Memorial bench at 
the allotments 

Waiting for handover of the allotments before 
progressing the project 
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EOS20/51(a) 
Litter - Junction of 
Greensward Lane 
& Plumberow 
Avenue 

District Cllr. Adrian Eaves would regularly visit the area 
and check on the amount of litter and request a litter 
bin if required. 

EOS20/56 
Area under the 
railway bridge in 
Spa Road 

Network Rail advised that they did not feel there was 
anything to be done at this time. 

EOS20/68 
Individual 
Footpath Maps 

To be actioned. 

EOS21/11 
Litter bins for 
Maryland’s Nature 
Reserve 

The bins had been delivered and were waiting 
installation. 

EOS21/25 Declarations of Interests 

None were declared. 

EOS21/26  Public Participation 

 A resident requested confirmation as to whether the Parish Council Ranger uses 
weedkiller including pesticides. This would be investigated further. 

Further to Standing Order 1(a), the order of business was changed with the item relating to School 
Litter Initiative heard next. 

EOS21/27 Finance, budget and forward planning 

The Chairman discussed current year committee budgets and put forward ideas 
for the 2022/23 budget.  Members discussed the ideas and whether to include the 
projects within the new budget.  

RESOLVED that the suggested projects be included within the Environment 
Committee budget for 2022/23. 

EOS21/28 Recommendations 

RESOLVED that the recommendations made at the meeting held on 5th of July 
2021 be ratified. 

EOS21/29 Terms of Reference 

 The Committee discussed the Terms of Reference and suggested amendments. 

 RESOLVED that the suggested amendments to the Terms of Reference be 
RECOMMENDED to Full Council for approval. 

EOS21/30 Folly Grove Allotment Site 

 The Clerk advised that the Council’s solicitor were awaiting documentation from 
the Land Registry before the transfer can be completed. 
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 The Administrative Assistant advised that the badger survey had been delayed to 
10th November 2021.  

EOS21/31 Marylands Regeneration Project 

Members discussed the need to appoint a consultant to create an annual 
maintenance plan for the reserve and that requirement to include this expenditure 
within the committee budgets for 2022/23. 

Cllr. Vingoe provided an update to the Committee regarding the progress of the 
community orchard.  It was noted that it was hoped to commence tree planting 
early in 2022.  

Consideration was given to installing signage reminding the public that visitors  
should keep to the paths, cycling is not permitted, all dogs should be on a lead and 
to use the litter bins provided.  It was suggested that this also be included in the 
Parish Council’s newsletter. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) the office investigate costings for a consultant re an annual maintenance plan 
for the reserve. 

(b) signage be created advising visitors to keep to the paths, cycling is not 
permitted, all dogs should be on a lead and to use the litter bins provided.  
The information to be included on the website, Facebook page and 
newsletter. 

EOS21/32 School Litter Initiative 

The volunteer litter picking team advised they had been in contact with Plumberow 
Primary Academy and it had been decided that due to health and safety 
requirements it would be of benefit to go into the school to speak to children rather 
than the children leaving the school to litter pick directly.  Cllr. P. Chelmsford 
offered her assistance with going into schools to speak with the children also. 

Members considered a report from Cllr. J. Waight regarding funding to support the 
Litter Team; members thanked Cllr. Waight for her report. 

 Members of the Committee thanked the volunteer group for their hard work with 
the initiative and requested they keep members informed of the progress going 
forward.   

EOS21/33 Footpaths 

Cllr. B. Hazlewood gave an update on footpaths within the parish.  Consideration 
was given to proceeding with the footpath claim from Plumberow Mount to 
footpath 13.  

It had been previously suggested that the fingerposts on footpath 12 be replaced 
however the Ranger had advised that previous posts on this footpath had been 
removed maliciously in the past.  Members considered whether to replace these 
posts. 

RESOLVED that  
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(a) the Council do not proceed with the footpath claim from Plumberow Mount to 
footpath 13. 

(b) The fingerposts on footpath 12 be replaced as previously agreed. 

EOS21/34 Planting 

 Members discussed flower arrangements at Broad Parade and ways to deter 
people from using the planters as a seat. 

 RESOLVED that the office staff contact local garden centres to discuss potential 
flowers for Broad Parade. 

EOS21/35 Plumberow Mount 

 Members discussed the issue of the public holding paid exercise classes upon the 
Mount.  Members were advised of the insurance implications and restrictions 
which meant that these types of activities could not be permitted. 

 Previously a tree had fallen on a resident’s fence neighbouring Plumberow Mount. 
As this happened some time ago, the fence had become overgrown and would 
need clearing in order to fix the chain link fence.  In order to repair the fence, the 
Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contractor had quoted £280 to clear the 
area.  Members considered the quotation. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a)   due to insurance restrictions, exercise classes could not be permitted. 

(b)   the quotation of £280 from the Parish Council’s grounds maintenance 
contractor be approved to clear the area and repair the fence at the property 
neighbouring Plumberow Mount. 

EOS21/36 Streetlight at Rosslyn Close 

The streetlight at Rosslyn Close had eroded at the base and was unsafe. The 
Council’s contractor had advised they are unable to access the faulty light due to 
the integrity of the light.  In addition, the office has received multiple complaints 
regarding residents’ safety due to lack of lighting.  A discussion was held regarding 
health and safety implications and logistics of repair. 
 
RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Clerk up to a budget of up to 
£5000 to repair/replace the light.   

EOS21/37 Play Areas 

 The results from the questionnaire circulated to the pupils of Plumberow 

Primary Academy were considered by members.  It was suggested that Cllr. 

Vingoe meet with the supplier of the equipment at the Plumberow play space in 

order to discuss redesign options and the new equipment.  Officers were asked 

to obtain updated quotations for the equipment and associated safety matting 

before grant applications were submitted. 

 The RoSPA report for Laburnum Grove and Plumberow Mount play spaces was 

considered, all actions were low or very low risk.  It was suggested that 
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Wicksteed by approached to provide a quotation to carry out some of the works 

with the Ranger carrying out the remainder. 

 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) Cllr Vingoe meet with the equipment supplier to discuss equipment and 

possible redesign of site. 

(b) updated quotations be obtained for the equipment, associated safety 

matting and relocation of existing equipment. 

(c) grant funders be approached for the purchase and installation of the 

equipment. 

(d) Wicksteed be approached to provide a quote to carry out the minor repairs 

identified within the RoSPA reports. 

EOS21/38 Streetlights 

A report was received. 

EOS21/39 Trees 

The urgent works required as a result of the tree survey would take place during 
the week commencing 8th of November 2021 at a cost of £4056.00. 
 

EOS21/40 Committee Responsibilities  
 

Members received an update from the grounds maintenance contractor along with 
the open spaces report from the Rangers.  Cllr. Vingoe provided an update 
following a site visit at Marylands Nature Reserve. 

 

EOS21/41 Trees at Hamilton Gardens  

Essex County Council had advised that the trees at Hamilton Gardens would be 
replaced by the end of March 2022. 
 

EOS21/42  The Welcome Back Fund 

Cllr. S. Martin had attended a site visit with Rochford District Council and their 
consultant regarding the fund; Cllr. Martin was thanked for attending.   

A meeting with the officer at Rochford District Council and the Clerk and RFO was 
being arranged for November to go through the suggestions from the Parish 
Council.   

At this point and further to Standing Order 10(a)(xvi), the Chairman proposed that Standing Order 
3(y) limiting the meeting to 2 hours be suspended to allow the meeting to continue. 

EOS21/43 Senior Ranger 

Members received an update on the Senior Ranger post and agreed that this item 
should be forwarded to the Personnel Committee.  Cllr. Vingoe had produced a 
working document relating to the roles of the Rangers and the contractor at the 
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request of the Personnel Committee; this document was received. 

RESOLVED that the Senior Ranger situation be forwarded to the Personnel 
Committee for action. 

 

EOS21/44  Items for next agenda 

None raised.   

EOS21/45 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Environment Committee is Monday 10th January 2022. 

The meeting closed at 9.36pm 

 

 Signed:         
 Chairman 

 Date:         


