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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
    The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 
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______________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the online Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 
12th July 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors:  Cllr. M. Carter Cllr. T. Carter 
   Cllr. P. Chelmsford  Cllr. S. Chelmsford 
   Cllr. P. Meacham Cllr. B. Thorogood 
   Cllr. J. Waight  
 
 Visiting Councillors: Cllr. A. Eves Cllr. M. Maddocks 
   Cllr. S. Reed Cllr. L. Vingoe 
 
 District Councillors: Eileen Gadsdon  

 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
   Kathryn Hayden, Administrative Assistant 
 
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 

COM21/1 Apologies for Absence  

 None. 

COM21/2 Minutes 

 RECOMMENDED that the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting 
held on 8th March 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman after the meeting. 

COM21/3 Progress Report 

COM19/10(a) 
Defibrillator at the Esso 
Garage, Broad Parade 

Awaiting Rontec to confirm arrangements for 
installation 

COM19/10(b) 
Special Constables 

Advertising material had been shared with 
residents on notice boards, website and 
Facebook.  No further interest received. 

Emergency Plan To be actioned. 
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COM20/21 
Cleaning of public toilets 

Healthmatic confirmed that the quotation issued 
in 2020 was still valid. 

COM20/45(a) 
Directional toilet signage 

Directional toilet sign ordered.  Clips to fix also 
ordered. 

COM20/47(b) 
Purchase of wheelchairs 

Admin Assistant looking into cost of 
wheelchairs due to delay in ordering due to 
waiting for new financial year.   
SDH Printing approached regarding our logo 
being added to the back of the wheelchairs. 

 

COM21/4 Declarations of Interests 

 None declared. 

COM21/5 Public Participation Session 

 No items raised. 

COM21/6 Parish Hall 

 Consideration was given to the proposal to form a working group to meet virtually 
with the Clerk and Facilities Manager before the Communities Committee 
meeting to pinpoint the areas of the Facilities Manager’s report that require a 
decision from the Committee. 

 A report had been received from the Facilities Manager, the following was noted: 

- Contact had been made with the existing hirers to make them aware of 
additional procedures that needed to be followed due to COVID-19. 

- A chair trolley was needed to move furniture within the hall, it was noted 
that the working group could look into this and the Clerk could approve the 
purchase if under £500. 

- The surface for the proposed wooden ramp was discussed, it was 
suggested that anti-slip surface be placed on the surface. 

- There was damage to the railings to the front of the hall following an 
accident.  Quotations were being sourced insurance purposes. 

The Prime Minister had announced that the remaining COVID-19 restrictions 
would be removed from 19th July 2021, members discussed the reopening of the 
facility and noted that some hirers had 50 members.  It was felt that a caveat 
should be added to hiring documents to state that the Council were following all 
current Government guidance and was subject to change. 

RECOMMENDED that it was the intention of the Parish Council to resume hiring 
the hall at pre COVID-19 levels in September 2021 subject to current 
Government guidelines and is subject to change at any time. 

COM21/7 Southend Road toilets 
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 The Council had been liaising with Rochford District Council regarding the lease 
and in particular, the asbestos that was still present in the roof of the building.  
The District Council had agreed liability in relation to the fabric of the building 
including the asbestos.  It was noted that further alterations could be made to the 
disabled toilet to be more accessible. 

 Members discussed a further inspection as the last was carried out in February 
2021 and considered an official re-opening of the public toilets. 

 Following the public survey relating to the grassed area in front of the public 
toilets in Southend Road, members discussed how to proceed along with funding 
streams. 

 RECOMMENDED that 

(a) Cllr. P. Meacham and the Assistant Clerk reinspect the facility. 

(b) the facility be re-opened during the week commencing 26th July 2021. 

(c) quotations be sought to landscape the grassed area in front of the public 
toilets to incorporate planters, pathway and grass. 

(d) the Council apply for grant funding from the Locality fund and Welcome 
Back fund. 

COM21/8 Community Engagement 

 The newsletter had previously been managed by a working group, an issue was 
due this month.  The newsletters had been put in locations within the parish, 
consideration was given to having a page in Hockley Living at an approximate 
cost of £300 per issue which covered printing and delivery.  Different ideas were 
suggested, it was thought that a working group could consider the ideas in more 
depth. 

 The Community Awards had taken place in April 2021, feedback was received.  It 
was noted that the process would need to start earlier in 2022 and a working 
group be created: 

 RECOMMENDED that  

(a) a newsletter working group be set up. 

(b) Cllrs. S. Martin and L. Vingoe be appointed onto the working group. 

(c) a community awards working group be created. 

(d) Cllrs. B. Thorogood and J. Waight be appointed onto the working group. 

COM21/9 Remembrance Service 

The office will be undertaking the safety arrangements for the service and would 
be working on the arrangements for the service. 

COM21/10 Festive Lights Sub Committee 

 It was noted that the Sub Committee had been reconstituted into a full Events 



Hockley Parish Council is committed to being a council with a brave forward vision to create and maintain a vibrant 
and inclusive community in Hockley 

Committee, consideration was given into the current roles undertaken by the 
Committee. 

At this point and further to Standing Order 10(a)(xvi), the Chairman proposed that Standing Order 
3(y) limiting the meeting to 2 hours be suspended to allow the meeting to continue. 

The Committee considered the quotation of £1074.50 plus VAT from the 
Council’s preferred security company for event security services.  Consideration 
was also given to the quotations for Event Manager which included attending 
virtual meetings, completing the Event Management Plan (EMP) and being 
present on the day of the event.  There was an in depth discussion regarding the 
quotation and how the Council should strive to obtain multiple quotes from local 
companies. 

The dentist were unable to have the festive lighting display on the canopy in Main 
Road.  Members considered the recommendation to place the trees ordered or 
the canopy on The Old Fire Station building. 

RECOMMENDED that  

(a) the quotation of £1074.50 plus VAT from Stambridge Security Services for 
event security services be approved. 

(b) One Team Event Management be instructed to be the Event Manager at 
the event at a cost of £1050.00 plus VAT. 

(c) the lighting display ordered for the dentist canopy be erected on the Old 
Fire Station. 

COM21/11 Flagpole at The Old Fire Station 

In previous years, the Council has been using a contractor to have the flagpole 
serviced to comply with health and safety legislation.  However, the flagpole was 
not set at the correct angle meaning that flags were being damaged when flown.  
The contractor who services the flagpole had provided a quotation of £983.35 to 
supply and install a new 3 metre flagpole along with a tie line to prevent the flag 
wrapping around the pole.  Members considered the quotation. 

RECOMMENDED that the quotation of £983.35 for a new flag be approved.  

COM21/12 Festive Lights Sub Committee  

 RECOMMENDED that the minutes from the Sub Committee meeting held on 9th 
March be noted. 

COM21/13 Items for the next agenda 

To consider the update on the newsletter 
To review the Committee Terms of Reference 
To consider the information relating to the Welcome Back Fund 

COM21/14 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Communities Committee will be held on Monday 13th 
September 2021 at 7.30pm. 
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 The meeting closed at 10.07pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:           


