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So, you think you may be interested in becoming a Parish Councillor……? 

Please read on for some outline information which may help you decide whether to stand as a 

candidate to join the Hockley Parish Council team. 

 

What are Parish Councils? 

Town and Parish Councils are the first tier of local government. There are approximately 9,000 

parish councils throughout England, in both towns and rural areas, representing around 16 

million people.  Parish councils represent the interests of their local communities, provide local 

services and work to improve the quality of life in the parish.  

Hockley Parish Council is comprised of 15 Councillors and approximately 8 members of staff, 

headed by the Parish Clerk. Each Council term is four years, unless co-opted. 

 

What services do Hockley Parish Council provide? 

 

Hockley Parish Council provides the following: 

❖ Open spaces and play parks including Plumberow Mount Play Area, Laburnam Grove 

Play Area and Marylands Nature Reserve. 

❖ Litter bins and dog bins in the parks and open spaces. 

❖ Community Awards. 

❖ Heritage scheme. 

❖ Community hall hire at the Old Fire Station. 

❖ Street light maintenance. 

❖ Monthly farmers markets at the Old Fire Station. 

❖ Community events including the Christmas lights switch and Remembrance services. 

❖ War memorial maintenance. 

❖ Public conveniences in Southend Road. 

❖ Impending allotment site at Folly Chase 
 

❖ Footpath maintenance. 
 

❖ Community Art Trail. 
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In addition, the Parish Council works in partnership with many local organisations and with the 

local authority, Rochford District Council. We review and comment on planning applications 

within the parish, distribute community grants to local organisations and charities and seek to 

recognise exceptional local service through the Community Award scheme. The Parish Council 

also works closely with the community policing team.  

Parish Councils are generally not responsible for: roads, pavements, large scale litter collection, 

care provision, education, benefits, libraries, and leisure centres. 

 

How do Parish Councils make decisions? 

The Council meets in full several times per year, generally on a Monday evening. Several 

Committees and Sub-Committees meet more frequently to review projects and make decisions. 

Meetings are generally held in the evening, so that Councillors who work can attend. Hockley 

Parish Council officers provide information at meetings to facilitate discussion and enable 

Members to make an informed decision. All meetings are open to the public with the exception 

of some confidential personnel meetings. 

 

Where does the Parish Council’s money come from? 

At the end of the calendar year, the Parish Council approves a budget for the next financial year 

and determines how much should be collected from householders as part of their council tax 

(the “precept”).  The Parish Council derives a small income from its services and seeks to 

subsidise the cost of local projects through grants, wherever possible. 

 

Do Parish Councillors get paid? 

Elected Parish Councillors receive an allowance which is received on a quarterly basis. This 

allowance is for expenses incurred carrying out the role. Co-opted Councillors do not receive 

this allowance but are able to claim limited expenses.  

 

Is support and training available? 

Yes. The Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) provides comprehensive training for 

councillors and officers. Full support is available from Hockley Parish Council officers.  

 

Am I eligible to stand as a parish councillor? 

Yes, if you are a British, Commonwealth or European citizen aged 18 or over and meet any one 

of the following criteria: 

i) you are on the electoral roll for the parish 

ii) you have lived in the parish, or within 3 miles of it, for the previous 12 months 

iii) you have occupied any land or premises in the parish for the previous 12 months 

iv) your main place of work is within the parish 
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How are parish councillors appointed? 

Parish Councillors are generally appointed at local council elections, held every four years.  

Alternatively, if there is a casual vacancy during the four-year term, a councillor may be co-

opted to join the Council. 

 

 


