New Chairman introduces
members of staff
I would like to introduce you to the members of staff that
support the Council with a brief description of their roles:
Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (Mike Letch): The
Clerk is the proper officer of the council in law, who provides legal and
financial advice and information to support the Council’s decisions. He is
the first point of contact for the public, is responsible for agendas and
minutes of Committee meetings, and takes actions to implement Council
decisions. He supervises other members of staff as their line manager.
Accountant (John Harrison): Responsible to the Clerk for the financial
records of the Council and the administration of its finances.

Tim Gleadall, Chairman Hockley Parish Council
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Administrative Assistant (Kate Smiles): Provides administrative
support to the Council, works with the Clerk to deliver the council’s
programme of events, supports the Clerk in the management and
administration of the office, and is undertaking training to develop the
necessary skills and attributes required of a Parish Clerk.
Parish Hall Manager (Nicola O’Riordan Finley): Ensures the safe and
effective day to day running of the Parish Hall, is the main point of
contact for hall hirers, maintains the booking diary and manages the
hall, its staff and resources to ensure it is a safe and pleasant
environment for hirers.
Parish Rangers (Clive and Grant): Maintain a neat and attractive
street scene, and manage the open spaces and assets held by the
Council including footpaths, verges, play equipment and bus shelters.
Maintain the Parish Hall and ancillary buildings carrying out repairs and
decorative maintenance, and manage the contents of the Parish Notice
Boards. Monitor the standard of work delivered by contractors, and
maintain all the equipment and tools to a safe and proper order.
Hall Caretakers (Michael and Natasha): Responsible for the security,
safety and cleanliness of the Parish Hall. Open and close the Hall for
hirers, ensuring that security and fire regulations are observed, and the
Hall is fit for use. Carry-out daily, weekly and monthly cleaning schedules
and monitor stock levels for cleaning materials.
Cllr Tim Gleadall - Chairman of the Council

BUDGET SUMMARY FOR PRECEPT 2013/2014
CURRENT A/C FUNDS AVAILABLE AS AT 30.09.13
TRACKER A/C FUNDS AVAILABLE AS AT 30.09.13
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE AS AT 30.09.13
PLUS
ESTIMATED INTEREST ON CREDIT BALANCES
TO YEAR END
FUNDS AVAILABLE
PLUS VAT REFUND FOR APRIL TO JUNE

£
14,642
261,017
275,659

£
LESS TRANSFER TP RESERVE

1,934

LESS COMMITTED/ESTIMATED TO YEAR END

274,919

THEREFORE FUNDS AVAILABLE TO REDUCE PRECEPT

25.00
275,684
7,445
283,129

BUDGET FOR 2014/2015

6,276
250,800

LESS FUNDS AVAILABLE TO REDUCE PRECEPT

6,276

AMOUNT TO BE PRECEPTED FOR 2014/2015

244.524

Hockley & Hawkwell 55+
25th Anniversary Fete held Sunday 15th June, 2014
h Councillors
Hockley Paris

Picture Board

Cllr Brian OʼShea

Carol Warren Centre Manager with Iris Reason MBE and Joy Adkins MBE
Founders and Joint Presidents who opened the Fete
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HOCKLEY GARDENING COMPETITION
Presentation to the winners of the
Hockley Gardening Competition

WINNERS PIC TO COME

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

HOCKLEY & HAWKWELL
55+ SOCIAL CENTRE
Tuesday 18th October, 2014
Race Night – at the Centre, on film £10.
Includes: Chicken/Fish and Chips.
If interested please call: 01702 202660
or call in after 10am for coffee and a chat.

The following have donated prizes for the Garden Competition.
Potters
Riverside Hockley Market Garden Centre Potash Nursery
Cherry Orchard Lane Nursery
Slatfords from the Farmers Market

Blue skies over the Parish
In common with all public services, Hockley Parish Council will have to
change over the coming years; money is getting tighter and people’s
needs and expectations are changing. The council needs to look at what
it does and how it does it to make sure that it is providing the right
services and getting the best value. Sometimes a small change can
make a big difference, and sometimes things have to go back to first
principles. From now on the council will be taking a close look at the
village to find ways to improve the way we live. We know we will never
please everyone, but with your help, we will make a difference.
Cllr Phil Meacham

New path for the nature reserve – Summer Update
Earlier in the year contractors started work on the new path in Marylands Nature Reserve; however due to
the wet weather the council agreed to postpone the installation until the ground had dried out. As you will
see from the picture the path is now well under way and will be completed shortly.
Environmental Committee

Before Photo

After Photo

hockley news

Summer 2014
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Annual Assembly of the Hockley Parish Council
22nd April 2014
Cllr Roy Martin (chairman)

Chairman’s Annual Report 2013-2014

The council has reached the end of its civic year and the Annual Assembly provides an opportunity for the local community and organisations to hear what the Parish Council has been doing on your behalf for the past
year. Firstly, my thanks go to our Vice Chair Cllr Veronica Randall and fellow Councillors for their hard work and support during the year. Our staff continues to serve the public well and council would like to record our
appreciation of their efforts. The Parish Council is a service provider for residents in Hockley, and a conduit for local views, working in partnership with many organisations within the community it represents. Our members
regularly attend liaison meetings with other agencies and representatives from parish councils in Essex to share knowledge and experience. As the first level of local democracy the parish is responsible to parishioners
for a number of services. Our priorities are the provision and maintenance of parish owned street lighting; management of our open spaces; statutory consultees on planning applications; working in partnership with
Essex County on public rights of way, footpaths etc; provision of some bus shelters and point of contact for county, district and many other public services. Councillors make themselves available to residents and regularly
attend Full Council and Committee Meetings to progress this work throughout the year. The Parish Council encourages residents and businesses to attend the meetings and there is time allocated to enable members of
the public to address councillors and ask questions or make statements. We also hold forums to enable other organisations to keep us up to date with their local involvement and concerns relevant to Hockley. At the
request of the Essex Association of Local Councils we hosted a discussion forum in Hockley in October which was well attended by representatives from parishes across Essex and gave us an opportunity to exchange
ideas and views. Our aim is to improve our existing responsibilities and add some new projects for your consideration. The reports that follow summarise our work and achievements for the past year.
Finance Committee – Chairman, Cllr Mrs Veronica Randall
As anticipated, funding from central government for councils has again been reduced there are difficult decisions being made everywhere. However we are pleased to be able to report that
with some careful planning, which will enable us to maintain and enhance our services, the council arrived at a Precept figure of £244524 for 2014/15. This means we have achieved a
reduction of 1.3% in the parish proportion of the council tax; based on a Band D property. Budgets are allocated to the committees to enable them to maintain continuity of existing services and plan
new projects and each year we put aside a sum of money to cover large capital expenditure as it arises. Our Audit Inspection Reports have been favourable and we have a robust risk assessment policy
in place. In response to applications submitted by local organisations the Parish Council has awarded the following grants under The Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 for the year 2013/2014:
Massive Youth Centre £7500, Talking Newspapers £100, Parent & Toddler Group £250, Wyvern Transport £200, 55+ Social Centre £400 and Rochford Under 13’s Boys Rugby Club £250. We are also
able to assist eligible local charities with the hire of the parish hall by way of a grant. We strive to ensure that every penny is wisely spent and that we give the best service we can across the community.
A Budget Summary accompanies this report and our Responsible Finance Officer will be pleased to discuss anything you may wish to raise regarding these figures.
Planning Committee – Chairman, Cllr Steve Chelmsford
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee only and always takes the opportunity to respond on issues relevant to Hockley. We trust that Rochford District Council take our views into consideration
and have commented on the many documents received to ensure the character of the village is preserved and, if possible, enhanced. The Hockley Area Action Plan has now been found to be ‘sound’
and legally compliant’ by the Planning Inspectorate and has been adopted by Rochford District Council. Your parish councillors will endeavour to ensure they are actively involved in its progress so the community
can have a say in the ongoing development as it evolves. The Council continues to liaise with Rochford District Council and Essex County Council.
Personnel Committee – Chairman, Cllr Tim Gleadall
This Committee was formed to look after the well being of our staff and ensure they receive the appropriate training. We currently have 8 members of staff working in the office, hall and on the ground.
A training programme is now in place for both staff and councillors which will enable us to be better informed in areas which benefit the wider community. You will see our Parish Rangers working
around the village wearing their protective uniforms which creates a professional appearance when representing the council and, this past year, they have certainly been able to make good use of their wet gear.
Environment Committee – Chairman, Cllr Brian Hazlewood
Marylands Nature Reserve - We were successful in obtaining a grant of £8500 from the Essex County Council Community Initiative Fund towards the creation of a new circular path in
Marylands Nature Reserve. It will enable easier access to the facility for wheelchairs, mobility scooters and prams. Work started in January however, due to continuous wet weather, completion
of the path has had to be postponed until the ground dries out sufficiently for the work to be finished and we hope this will be completed shortly. This year we are looking at working with “Good Woods”
a project being run in the East and South East of England to help woodland owners with the management of their woodlands.
Parish Rangers – Following the retirement of our Handymen/Gardeners, we took the opportunity to create new Parish Ranger posts which has brought in some extra skills for the benefit of the community.
The team consists of two trained members of staff who work to keep the village tidy, maintain the parish owned street furniture and signage, remove overgrown vegetation from pavements and footways,
cut back verges and hedgerows. They also undertake maintenance at our open spaces and the children’s play areas. They can only work on land owned by the Parish Council. They cannot work on private
land nor, unfortunately, are they able to repair potholes.
Street Scene – As part of our ongoing street scene improvements the seat at the end of Woodlands Road has been replaced this year and the Village Sign has been renovated by our Parish Rangers.
There has been new planting by the railway bridge and outside the library and the seats in Spa Road will be repainted during the coming months. The purchase of a mobile watering tank ensured the
baskets around the village produced a magnificent display this year and reduced costs. It is intended to expand the planting programme during the coming year.
Street Lighting – The Parish Council is responsible for around 300 street lights which are unaffected by the County Council’s Part-Night Lighting Plan. You can identify all parish lighting as the columns
are marked with the letter ‘P’ on a green label. A rolling programme of replacing the parish owned street lighting with LED units is under way and we would encourage residents to report any of our lights
which require attention.
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Allotments – There is a historic lack of suitable accessible sites in Hockley where the necessary facilities can be installed, however, funds have been allocated from the budget to carry out a feasibility
study in this regard and the committee is working towards finding a suitable way forward to enable the Parish Council to assist those residents interested in acquiring horticultural space. All options are
carefully considered when presented to us.
Hall Committee – Chairman Cllr Sue Martin
The Parish Hall at the Old Fire Station is owned and maintained by the council for community use. Although the hall is fairly well supported locally running costs exceed income thus, in order
to maintain this facility, the council underwrites the difference and we are always looking for ways to increase usage. Our Hall Manager would be pleased to hear from you should you wish
to hire the hall for an event. Unfortunately over the August Bank Holiday the office, hall and workshop were affected by flooding and our staff had to move out whilst repairs were carried out. This made
us focus on our emergency planning procedures. We now have the basis for a business continuity plan and were able to share our experiences with other councils. For the future we are to consider a
community emergency plan. As a consequence of the water damage, we took the opportunity to renovate our office and include some preventative measures should the situation arise again. We are
pleased to report that repairs to the office and the replacement workshop are now completed. Replacement of the downstairs flooring in the hall has been started and the upper floor will be made ready
for use shortly. We thank everyone for their co-operation whilst this work has been carried out.
In The Community
Hi-Viz Arm Bands – The council agreed to purchase a supply of hi-viz arm bands to give to youngsters in Hockley for use with their bikes or when walking in the dark. They
were received enthusiastically when introduced at the Village Market earlier in the year and we are now considering including bike lights in the initiative. We have been joined
in this project by Hockley Chamber of Trade, Hockley Residents Association and Essex Police. Samples of these items will be given away again in the autumn so parents can see how effective the aids can
be to help keep our youngsters safe during the winter months. Parish Safety Initiative – The Essex Fire Authority have approached parish councils to ask if they will recruit volunteers who will be trained
to fit and advise residents on the use of fire alarms in areas identified as ‘at risk’. The volunteers will be security checked and issued with uniforms and Essex Police will also train them in some aspects
of home security. Hockley Parish Council has agreed to support this scheme by actively looking for suitable volunteers and would welcome contact from anyone who is interested in becoming involved.
Festive Lights – The lighter side of life was seen at the Christmas Lights Event in November when the community worked together to celebrate the switch on of the festive lights and showcase what
Hockley has to offer. Spa Road was filled to capacity during the afternoon with visitors enjoying market stalls, entertainment, and the children’s colouring competition. The lights were switched on by the
competition winners and the afternoon was brought to a close with a grand firework display. The new style event attracted a lot of favourable feedback from the community and businesses alike and
planning has already begun on the next event. The date for your diary is Saturday 22nd November 2014 and we are pleased to report that Father Christmas will be back this year. Newsletters – The
Parish Council produce and publish 3 editions of Hockley News during the year which is delivered to residents and, alongside our website, provides a very clear and quick way to access information about
the Council, the village and beyond. Notice boards also keep the community informed of issues that affect them. Special Events – Councillors run a Village Market once a month at the Parish Hall giving
smaller local businesses an opportunity to promote their services and are always available at the market to chat with residents. The council supported the Hockley & Hawkwell 55+ Social Centre Summer
Fete in June and will be doing so again in 2014 when they celebrate their 25th Anniversary. In partnership with Hockley British Legion and representatives from our local churches we held the annual
Remembrance Service in November at the War Memorial which was followed by a parade made up of local groups and accompanied by members of the public who all marched along Southend Road to
Hawkwell to join their service. During the coming year we hope to arrange a programme of community events which includes a Garden Competition and new Art Trail in July; a special service to
commemorate the outbreak of the First World War in August, and the annual Remembrance Service in November. Events are run by councillors on a voluntary basis and are mostly self funding. We look
forward to seeing you at some or indeed all of these events.
Councillors welcome your continued support as it is only working with your involvement that we are able to ensure Hockley continues to grow whilst maintaining its identity
as a friendly village with a good community spirit.
Councillor Roy Martin, Chairman Hockley Parish Council – April 2014

New Business for Hockley
Chutney Club
Indian Cuisine
situated in
Main Road

Hockley Flower
Shop is run by
trained florist
Nick Stapleton

Hockley
Tuition is for
all ages,
abilities and
subjects

Nail Icon,
A warm welcome
from manager
Michael and his
tiny dog Hugo
awaits you

hockley news

Summer 2014
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FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS ATTENDANCE
REGISTER 2013-2014
Cllr Mark Anderson

100%

Cllr Brian Hazlewood

83%

Cllr Roy Martin

100%

Cllr Brian O’Shea

83%

Cllr Sue Martin

100%

Cllr Veronica Randall

83%

Cllr Michael Carter

92%

Cllr Lesley Vingoe

83%

Cllr Tim Gleadall

92%

Cllr Steve Chelmsford

67%

Cllr Shirley James

92%

Cllr Phil Meacham

67%

Cllr Colin Taylor

92%

Cllr Richard Amner

50%

Cllr Toni Carter

83%

The percentages represent the number of attendances for each councillor.
Lower percentages would include the following reasons:
Holidays, sickness, work committment and other meetings.

POSTBAG
PLEASE SLOW DOWN THROUGH OUR VILLAGE
Regular complaints from residents of Hockley concerning SPEEDING throughout
the village at all times. Especially the person on a MOTORBIKE who is heard and
seen regularly riding from Hawkwell up the Main Road towards Rayleigh and the
same on his return journey.

ALSO CAUTION WHEN APPROACHING OUR ZEBRA CROSSINGS

Hockley Library Opening Times
Monday CLOSED – Tuesday 9am-5.30pm – Wednesday CLOSED
Thursday 9am-5.30pm – Friday 9am-5.30pm
Saturday 9am-5.30pm – Sunday CLOSED
Rochford Library
Monday to Saturday 9am-6pm
Mobile Library visits Tuesday to Saturday, visiting many
places within the area over a two week rota.
For details and information of services, up and coming events or
other enquiries: Telephone: 0845 603 7628
www.essex.gov.uk/libraries – Email: answers.direct@essex.gov.uk
Don’t forget we have free Internet access and computer tuition available.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR HOCKLEY
CENTRAL WARD

NORTH WARD

Keith Hudson
01702 23 34 34

Mike Carter
07958 70 70 70

Carole Weston
07525 714 715

WEST WARD

Brian Hazlewood
01702 20 17 86

Malcolm Maddocks
01702 20 66 83

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Michael Hoy · 01702 23 26 14

SPOT OUR DOG

keeping kids busy – colouring
hockley news

Summer 2014
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Hockley Parish Councillors Hockley Parish Councillors
Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Planning, Personnel
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Festive Lights (Chairman)
Special Events

Cllr. Brian O’Shea
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 43 34

Committees: Personnel
Finance, Environmental

Vice Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Finance (Chairman), Planning
Personnel, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News, Special Events

Cllr. Colin Taylor
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 76 89

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights
Street Lighting and Special Events
Environmental

Cllr. Richard Amner
NORTH WARD
t. 07856 73 53 41

Committees: Environmental, Finance, Personnel
Working Groups: Festive Lights

Cllr. Lesley Vingoe
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 28 29

Committees: Personnel
Environmental

Cllr. Mark Anderson
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 48 79

Committees: Environmental, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Appeals Panel

Cllr. Roy Martin
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Veronica Randall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 21 42

Cllr. Mike Carter
NORTH WARD
t. 07958 70 70 70

Committees: Planning, Environmental
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Hockley News

Cllr. Toni Carter
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 56 48

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights
Hockley News

Cllr. Steve Chelmsford
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 01 78

Parish Council Staff
Mike Letch

Kate Smiles

PARISH CLERK

ASSISTANT TO CLERK

telephone: 01702 20 77 07
John Harrison
ACCOUNTANT

Clive
Committees: Planning (Chairman)
Finance, Hall Management, Appeals Panel
Working Groups: Festive Lights

Grant

Horsnell

Harrison
PARISH RANGERS

Cllr. Tim Gleadall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 16 88
Cllr. Brian Hazlewood
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 17 86
Cllr. Shirley James
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 50 50
Cllr. Sue Martin
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Phil Meacham
WEST WARD
t. 07005 98 01 28

Nicola O’Riordan Finley

Committees: Personnel (Chairman), Planning
Finance, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events

HALL MANAGER
telephone: 01702 20 53 40

Committees: Environmental (Chairman)
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events

MEETINGS FOR 2014-15
Meetings start at 8pm with the exception of the Annual Assembly
which commences at 7.30pm prior to the Council Meeting

Committees: Planning, Personnel, Finance
Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Special Events

Committees: Finance
Hall Management (Chairman)
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events
Hockley News, Appeals Panel

AUGUST 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

NOVEMBER 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

SEPTEMBER 2014
Tuesday ??

Full Council

DECEMBER 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

OCTOBER 2014
Tuesday ??

Full Council

JANUARY 2015
Monday ??

Full Council

ALL PARISH MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE OLD FIRE STATION
Committees: Personnel, Finance

OFFICE OPENING TIMES: 9.30am-12.30pm

If you have any comments or enquiries, please contact Mike Letch, Clerk to the Parish Council

01702 20 77 07
email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk · website: hockley-essex.gov.uk
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