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Clerk’s report on Budget
Summary 2013/2014
ike everyone else in the Parish, your council has to make its money work harder than ever. It has
been difficult, but the council has managed to keep all the services intact and hold the precept at
the same level as last year. If you look at the council tax leaflet, you will see that each of the 3,500
properties in Hockley contribute about £64 to the precept, and all of this money goes to work in the
Mike Letch
parish; it supports the parish hall, provides grants to support the work of local groups, it provides additional street lighting,
it gives us the lights at Christmas and the floral displays in summer, it funds the playing fields and nature reserves but most
of all, it gives a presence in the village that is working for you.

L

Where the money goes:
Newsletters
Grants
Parish hall
Street Lighting
Floral displays
Festive lighting
Playspaces
Other open spaces

£6,200
£9,500
£23,350
£30,000
£3,000
£20,000
£27,600
£24,000

Add to this the cost of the groundsmen, caretakers, the council van, the office staff, and the other overheads needed to run
the council, and that covers the £248,000 that is raised by the precept. If you would like to know more about the council’s
budgets contact the clerk, or look on the website.
Regards
Michael Letch
Clerk to the Council and Responsible Finance Officer

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS ROUND-UP
Spa Road – Following concerns raised by the council, traders and residents, the police approached the Local Highways Panel
who has agreed to erect guard rails on either side of the pedestrian crossing in Spa Road. Clearly this will not completely
resolve the problems being experienced in the vicinity but will help to keep pedestrians safe. We would like to thank the police
for their continued support.
Doggie ‘Doos and Dont’s – Residents have raised concerns about increasing dog mess and nuisance dogs not on a lead,
especially around our Children’s Play Areas and in Public places, there have been various dog attacks in Hockley. Please be
considerate of others and clear up your dog’s mess and keep them on a lead in public areas. Dog bins are provided for your
use and if they are full this should be reported to Rochford District Council who are contracted to keep the bins clear.
SB72 Bus Service Update – We are pleased to report that after our discussions with Wyvern Transport this new hail and ride
service started on the 24th April 2013. Residents of Plumberow Avenue, Orchard Avenue, Tonbridge Road and Harrogate Road
will receive two return journeys to Hockley High Street, Rayleigh Town Centre and Sainsbury’s every Wednesday and Friday
the vehicle used will be a DDA compliant mini bus, suitable for a residential road. No bus stops, bus shelters or parking
restrictions will be introduced.
River of Flowers – The Essex Bee Organisation have asked local Councils to plant up bee friendly wildlife areas across Essex
creating a river of flowers for the bee population which is under threat. Hockley Parish Council already maintains an established
wildflower meadow at Marylands Nature Reserve so why not create a small area in your own garden which will encourage
bees.
Bonnie Hart Retires – The Parish Council would like to thank Bonnie for all the hard work she has done for Hockley over the
years as our Parish, District and County Councillor. Cllr Michael Hoy Is the newly elected representative for the Rochford West
Division of Essex County Council.
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NEW

Hockley Christmas Lights and Grand Fireworks Display
Saturday 23rd November 2013

Traditionally this event has been run in the evening by Hockley Chamber of Trade and Commerce with
the Parish Council providing volunteer helpers and funding the festive lighting in Spa Road,
Southend Road and Broad Parade. The event has grown considerably over the last few years and we
are delighted that it is always well supported. However, as space is very limited in Spa Road the
logistics of safely managing the evening has been a concern, especially with regard to crowd and
traffic control. As we wish to continue with a Christmas Lights celebration, the Council is planning to hold
a smaller afternoon event in Spa Road on Saturday 23rd November 2013. As well as providing the usual
lighting displays, there will be live entertainment on stage by local groups with charities, craft and food
stalls being invited to take part along with some new ideas for you to enjoy. The Children’s Christmas
Colouring Competition will be held in the morning at the Old Fire Station, with the winners having the
opportunity to switch on the lights at 6pm. Due to logistic and safety issues there will be no large rides
this year. If you would like to be involved please contact our Clerk. Look out for full details which will be
available soon.
PLEASE NOTE – SPA ROAD WILL BE CLOSED FROM 1PM TO 7PM
FREE PARKING WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE LIBRARY CAR PARK FROM 1PM ON THE DAY

Gardens in front of pensioners bungalows
Mr Alan Gibson
plants and attends
the gardens.
We think you will all
agree they are a
credit to him.

Would you like a friendly game of Whist?
Why not come along to the over 55 Day
Centre behind library car park at 1.30pm
every Monday. Lunches available
must be booked in advance.
Telephone 01702 20 62 08

GROUNDSMAN RETIRES
Patrick Mooney, who has worked
around Hockley as one of the Council’s
Groundsman and Handyman for the
last 13 years, retired at the beginning
of April. Our good wishes go with him
for a happy and healthy retirement.

Cllr Roy Martin, chairman of Council, Patrick Mooney and Mike Letch, clerk to the Council

Annual Assembly of the Hockley Parish Council
29th April 2013
Cllr Roy Martin (chairman)

Chairman’s Report 2012-2013

It has been a privilege to serve for a second year as Chairman of Hockley Parish Council and the time has passed by very quickly. I would like to formally record my thanks to
Vice-Chairman, Cllr Mike Carter, all of my council colleagues, our Clerk and staff for their continuing support. During my time as Chairman it has been encouraging to find so many people working together
towards enhancing life in Hockley.
Hockley Parish Council was created on 1st April 1894 the first to be formed in the District. The village has grown over the years and now has a population of over 10,000 and is one of 14 parishes within
the Rochford District. The Council has fifteen elected Councillors and is divided into three wards West Ward, North Ward and, the largest, Central Ward. We employ 10 members of staff who work from our
office situated behind the Old Fire Station.
The Parish Council have introduced a Committee system this year with a cycle of regular Monday evening meetings to better manage and review all our financial and community responsibilities. Members
of the public and the press are welcome to attend meetings, unless otherwise stated on the agenda, and are given an opportunity to speak during the public forum. Agendas for meetings are displayed on
the Council’s notice boards which are situated at the Old Fire Station, in Spa Road and in each of the Wards. Full Council Meeting Agendas and Minutes are accessible on the Council’s website.
Finance Committee – Chairman Cllr Mrs Veronica Randall
The Finance Committee meet bi-monthly to set policies and manage the Council’s financial matters
• Being very conscious of the continuing difficult financial climate, Councillors agreed to maintain the total Precept for 2013/14 at its current level of £247,170 with no proposed cuts in services
provided. However, in common with all parish councils, subsequent revisions in Central Government funding have resulted in increases in the parish precept proportion of the Council Tax. In Hockley’s
case this has resulted in a small rise of 0.2 per cent. Central Government funding in 2014/15 will not be forthcoming and local councils will have to work harder to maintain their financial
responsibilities within existing levels for the foreseeable future.
• The Council’s finances are subjected to rigorous checks by internal and external auditors and we are pleased to have received satisfactory reports. The Budget Summary and full financial information
is available from the Clerk on request.
• Updated Accounting Systems are in the process of being introduced to enable the Council to keep a strict control on its finances. The Council strives to achieve good value for all its expenditure and
one of its responsibilities is to ensure that we always abide by our financial regulations. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are reviewed regularly and tenders are requested for contracts
to achieve a positive impact on the budget, which is used to continue to provide and enhance all of the existing services and facilities.
• The Council has the power to allocate funds for Grants and Awards to local organisations for the benefit of the community. We are pleased to report that during 2012/2013 we were able to agree
grant applications for the following organisations:
Massive Youth Centre Eldon Way, Hockley & Hawkwell 55+ Day Centre Southend Road, St Peter & St Paul’s Parish Church, Church Road, Parent & Toddler Group, The Old Fire Station,
The Ark II ‘Together on Sunday Afternoon’ Hockley Public Hall, Citizens Advice Bureau.
Planning Committee – Chairman Cllr Steve Chelmsford
The Committee review all planning applications for Hockley which have been submitted to Rochford District Council and gives its considered opinions on various other consultations.
• During the council year the Planning Committee met on average every two weeks to review planning applications. All our comments and the final decisions from Rochford District Council can be
accessed on their Website. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee only and residents should contact their District Councillors if they wish to comment in detail on any planning matters. Meeting
dates and plans under review are posted on all our Notice Boards should members of the public wish to attend.
• There have been major changes to Planning legislation and Councillors need to keep up to date in order to be able to respond suitably to planning applications. After public consultation, Rochford
District Council completed the Hockley Area Action Plan, which is now with the Planning Inspector. This has proved to be a very controversial document and, whilst the Council understands the need
for such a plan we need to ensure that the infrastructure is also in place to support future development and it is therefore important for residents and businesses to continue to engage in the process
as it evolves. It is encouraging, however, to see new businesses come into Hockley to help keep the area alive.
Personnel Committee – Chairman Cllr Tim Gleadall
Internal staff matters and councillor training is dealt with by this Committee and meetings are held bi-monthly at the Old Fire Station
• Our Staff undertake ongoing training during the year to enable them to keep up to date with current procedures. Our Clerk and Admin Assistant are currently studying for their CILCA qualifications
which we hope will be successfully completed in the near future.
• We would like to record our thanks to our Groundsman/Handyman Patrick Mooney, who retired at the beginning of April. Patrick has worked with the Council for the past 13 years and has always
done so with good humour and diligence. He will be missed and we wish him all the best for the future.
Environment Committee – Chairman Cllr Brian Hazlewood
This Committee meet regularly during the year to agree policies and review the ongoing maintenance of our open spaces,
children’s’ play areas and the parish owned street lighting.
• Hockley has some lovely open spaces in particular Marylands Nature Reserve, along with a well maintained network of footpaths. We have improved the central path in Marylands Nature Reserve
and have applied to The Big Society for a grant to enable us to make further improvements to the paths to create easier access for the less able, wheelchair users, pushchairs etc. The Committee
works towards ensuring all these areas are kept in good order by our groundsmen. Councillors regularly ‘walk the patch’ to check if any work needs to be done. Essex County Council are now
responsibility for maintenance of footpaths and we hope residents will report any work requiring attention so we can all continue to enjoy these facilities.
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• A rolling programme is in place to re-lamp existing parish street lights with new, more cost effective, LED units as they fall due for replacement.
• Along with other areas, Hockley experiences its share of graffiti and vandalism and, where possible, we aim have this removed or repaired as soon as it is reported.
• There is an ongoing demand for allotments in Hockley and the search continues to find appropriate land so we can provide this facility.
Community
The Council has formed a Hall Committee dedicated to the management of the Old Fire Station, and have individual Working Groups
to arrange the community events which are held throughout the year.
The Old Fire Station – The Hall Committee agrees policies and reviews budgets against expenditure relating to the Hall to maximise use and ensure we get the best value from the building. We
are fortunate to have this facility which is owned and used by the Parish Council for all its meetings. The Council makes the Hall available throughout the year for community use, with many local
organisations, clubs and societies having regular bookings. This is an unusual, easily accessible venue, situated in the centre of Hockley, suitable for seminars, training courses and lending itself to smaller
social gatherings.
• Transport. We are pleased to report that following discussions between the Council and Wyvern Transport, and a public consultation, an additional bus route has been agreed, from March 2013,
to enable outlying North Ward residents to travel into Hockley.
• Farmer’s Market Councillors work throughout the year to give the community an opportunity to visit a monthly Farmer’s Market held at the Old Fire Station. A Christmas themed market was held
in December with mulled wine and mince pies which was well attended. The Working Group aim to bring you locally sourced produce, and is always looking to add to the choice on offer. The market
is within the village centre and proceeds go towards supporting local charities. Councillors also make themselves available at the Market should you wish to come along and have a chat.
Festive Lights – Traditionally, the evening has been organised by Hockley Chamber of Trade and Commerce with the support of the Council who fund the decorative lighting in Spa Road, Southend
Road and Broad Parade and provide volunteer help. We received many favourable comments on the 2012 lighting displays which created a warm welcome from Hockley during the holiday season. We
would like to thank everyone involved for their hard work both during the year and on the night; along with the police and all the emergency services for the support they give us. Local choirs and dancers
had the opportunity to entertain on stage and businesses sponsored the fireworks display, with some shops staying open late adding to the festive atmosphere. The evening was well attended despite the
wet weather. The Children’s Christmas Colouring Competition in The Old Fire Station attracted a record 152 excellent entries this year with the winners being invited on stage to switch on the lights.
Hockley Chamber of Trade kindly gave a sum of £1 for each entry received which was donated to local charities.
The event has grown considerably over the last few years and we are delighted that it is always well supported. However, as space is very limited in Spa Road the logistics of safely managing the evening
has become a concern, especially with regard to crowd and traffic control. As we feel everyone would wish to continue celebrating the Christmas Lights Switch-On, Hockley Parish Council has agreed to
take on the organisation for this year. As well as providing the usual lighting displays, it is our intention to hold a more family focused event in Spa Road on the afternoon of Saturday 23rd November
2013 from 3pm – 6pm. Full details will be available shortly and we hope you will continue to support and enjoy this new style event.
Jubilee Fete – The Council was pleased to support the Jubilee Fete arranged by Hockley 55+ Social Centre and Massive Youth Centre in June. Rochford District Council made the Library Car Park
available on Bank Holiday Monday and we were very lucky that it turned out to be one of the rare sunny days of the summer. Visitors were able to enjoy stalls, games, children’s rides and refreshments.
The event was a great success and well supported. In response to public demand it is proposed to hold another fete on 2nd June 2013 to celebrate Coronation Day.
Summer Gardening Competition – Our Gardening Competition takes place in July and we were very encouraged to have received increased interest in 2012. Our judge had a very challenging
task selecting winners as the standard was very high. Presentations were made to the winners at our Full Council Meeting in August and photos of the gardens were displayed in the Library, and are
available for you to see on the website. The Council is grateful to all the local garden centres and businesses that sponsored the event. Work is now under way on this year’s competition which will be
judged on July 14th 2013.
Remembrance Day – This year the date fell on the 11th November and a multidenominational service was held at the Hockley War Memorial in Southend Road, attended by members of the public,
and representatives from Essex County Council, Rochford District Council and adjoining parish councils. After the laying of the wreaths the names of the fallen were read out. This was followed by a parade
along Southend Road to Hawkwell, led by a piper, the Royal British Legion, the Fire Service and members of St John’s Ambulance, where we joined Hockley British Legion members for their service.
Hockley News – Over 4000 copies of Hockley News are produced by Councillors and distributed to homes in Hockley four times a year. The Working Group put together articles reporting Council and
local news which we hope residents will find of interest. We welcome any community articles which you would like to see featured in the Newsletter.
Delegates – We have representation on the Essex Association of Local Councils and Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils which gives us an insight into the wider picture with regard to any
issues which may impact on our own area. Councillors also volunteer to be a council representative for various local organisations to enhance communication across the community. We currently have
members on 12 organisations ranging from Police & Crime Panels, Transport, Health Care, CAB, Residents Association, Chamber of Trade, clubs and societies working with both the elderly and the youth
in Hockley. Should your organisation feel they would benefit from having a Council member involved we would be pleased to hear from you. Your Council aims to keep residents informed of important
issues affecting Hockley and this representation is a useful way of exchanging news and views. Information is regularly posted on the Community Notice Boards and can be found on the parish website.
In conclusion, as your elected representatives, Councillors welcome and seek views from all areas of the community. The Parish Council tries hard to listen and actively respond to your concerns so we can
continue making Hockley a better and safer place in which to live.
Cllr Roy Martin

New Business for Hockley
Potters have
now opened
their new
extension to
the existing
Cook Shop

Dave Bewley
has 22 years
experience, he
is catering for
all ages, but
specialises in
children’s
haircuts

hockley news

July 2013
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Hockley Parish Councillors Hockley Parish Councillors
Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Planning, Personnel
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Festive Lights (Chairman)
Special Events

Cllr. Brian O’Shea
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 43 34

Committees: Personnel,
Finance, Environmental

Vice Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Finance (Chairman), Planning
Personnel, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News, Special Events

Cllr. Colin Taylor
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 76 89

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights
Street Lighting and Special Events
Environmental

Cllr. Richard Amner
NORTH WARD
t. 07856 73 53 41

Committees: Environmental, Finance, Personnel
Working Groups: Festive Lights

Cllr. Lesley Vingoe
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 28 29

Committees: Personnel
Environmental

Cllr. Mark Anderson
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 48 79

Committees: Environmental, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Appeals Panel

Cllr. Mike Carter
NORTH WARD
t. 07958 70 70 70

Committees: Planning,
Environmental, Hall Management
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Hockley News

Cllr. Tony Carter
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 56 48

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights,
Hockley News

Cllr. Roy Martin
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Veronica Randall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 21 42

Cllr. Steve Chelmsford
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 01 78

Parish Council Staff
Mike Letch

Kate Smiles

PARISH CLERK

ASSISTANT TO CLERK

telephone: 01702 20 77 07
John Harrison
ACCOUNTANT

Clive
Committees: Planning (Chairman),
Finance, Hall Management, Appeals Panel

George

Horsnell

Jones

GROUNDSMEN/HANDYMEN
Cllr. Tim Gleadall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 16 88
Cllr. Brian Hazlewood
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 17 86
Cllr. Shirley James
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 50 50
Cllr. Sue Martin
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Phil Meacham
WEST WARD
t. 07005 98 01 28

Nicola O’Riordan Finley

Committees: Personnel (Chairman), Planning
Finance, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events

HALL MANAGER
telephone: 01702 20 53 40

Committees: Environmental (Chairman)
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events

MEETINGS FOR 2013
Meetings start at 8pm with the exception of the Annual Assembly
which commences at 7.30pm prior to the Council Meeting

Committees: Planning, Personnel, Finance
Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Special Events

Committees: Finance
Hall Management (Chairman)
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events
Hockley News, Appeals Panel

JULY 2013
Monday 15th

Full Council

OCTOBER 2013
Monday 21st

Full Council

AUGUST 2013
Monday 19th

Full Council

NOVEMBER 2013
Monday 18th

Full Council

SEPTEMBER 2013
Monday 16th

Full Council

DECEMBER 2013
Monday 9th

Full Council

ALL PARISH MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE OLD FIRE STATION
Committees: Personnel, Finance

OFFICE OPENING TIMES: 9.30am-12.30pm

If you have any comments or enquiries, please contact Mike Letch, Clerk to the Parish Council

01702 20 77 07
email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk · website: hockley-essex.gov.uk
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