
HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
          The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 

          Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 
Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 

______________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes from the online Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 14th September 2020 
at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors: Cllr. M. Anderson Cllr. S. James Cllr. P. Meacham 

Cllr. V. Randall Cllr. B. Thorogood 
   
 Visiting members:  Cllr. L. Vingoe 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Clerk 
   Margaret Saunders, RFO 
   Kathryn Hayden, Admin Assistant 
       
 Members of the public: None 
 
The Chairman opened the virtual Communities Committee meeting and reminded members of 
the requirement to follow the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 
COM20/14 Apologies for absence 

 

 None. 

 

COM20/15 Minutes 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held 

on 13th July 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman after the meeting. 

 

COM20/16 Progress Report 

 

COM18/136 
Residents survey 

Survey under construction 

COM19/10(b) 
Special Constables 

Update requested and awaited 

COM19/10(a) 
Defibrillator at the Esso Garage, 
Broad Parade 

Funding confirmed, liaising with 
Community Heartbeat Trust for the 
defibrillator 

COM19/31(b) 
Power cabinet in Southend Road 
car park 

Memorandum of Understanding signed 
by Parish Council and District Council. 

COM19/29 
Safety measures at the junction 
of Eldon Way and Spa Road 

The Local Highways Panel approved the 
safety measures for inclusion in the 
2020/21 programme of works.  Expected 
in the fourth quarter 

mailto:enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk


COM19/45(e) 
Cooker air vents 

Cooker and air vents cleaned 

COM19/45(a) 
Wooden Ramps for storage 
room access 

Added to Rangers' work schedule 

COM19/45(k) 
Polycarbonate canopy to rear of 
hall 

Passed to Facilities Manager to 
investigate 

COM19/53 
Honours Boards 

Boards delivered to the sign writer. 

COM19/64(f) 
Refurbishment to the meeting 
room 

Meeting room painted 

COM19/64(g) 
Meeting room advertising 
brochure 

Facilities Manager to create once 
refurbishment complete 

Drovers Hill 'Hockley' sign  Two prices received, third awaited. 

Emergency Plan To be actioned 

COM19/96(b) 
Blinds for the meeting room 

Blinds installed however one blind was 
too short.  Company reordering 
replacement blind  

COM19/96(e) 
Cooker hood and vent cleaning 

Hood and vent cleaning carried out 

COM19/96(d) 
Sink boiler for the office 

Boiler installed 

COM19/96 (f) 
Legionella Testing Kit 

To be purchased 

COM19/100(a) 
Sponsorship Plaques 

To be actioned 

COM19/100(c) 
Hanging basket plaques 

To be actioned 

 

COM20/17 Declarations of Interests 
 

 None. 

 

COM20/18 Public Participation Session 

 

 None present. 

 

COM20/19 Parish Hall 

 

 A report was received from the Facilities Manager, it was noted that some of 

the regular hirers expressed difficulty in returning whilst the Government 

guidelines remained in place limiting activities.  There was a suggestion that 

the raised area at the rear of the hall could be used for prams and pushchairs 



should the playgroup return. 

 

 Following the redecoration of the meeting room, members considered 

quotations to replace the flooring with floor tiles; concerns were raised relating 

to cleaning of the tiles and a laminate or vinyl flooring was suggested instead. 

 

Cllr. P. Meacham arrived at the meeting, 7.57pm 

 

 Quotations were considered for a Quooker style boiling water tap to the main 

kitchen along with quotations for under sink boiler to provide hot water to the 

two sinks in the main kitchen.  At present, there was a boiling water dispenser 

that the Council hired and the hot water supply to the sinks was via the gas 

boiler in the boiler room.   

 

 Following the installation of the heat pumps to the building, members 

considered the quotations to decommission the gas boilers which included 

removal of the radiators and pipework.  The boiler also supplied heating to the 

toilets in the building, members therefore considered quotations for wall 

mounted electric heaters in the toilets. 

 

 Consideration was also given to purchasing a dishwasher to help reduce the 

risk of transmission of COVID-19 once the hall reopened to hirers.  Members 

discussed the reopening of the facility and noted that the current Government 

directive restricted groups to 6 people.  It was also noted that the social 

distancing would be very difficult due to the size of the hall, the majority of the 

regular hirers were not interested in hiring the hall at present due to the rise in 

cases.  Members felt that additional works to the hall should be put on hold 

until a date for the reopening of the facility was confirmed. 

 

 RESOLVED that  

 

(a)   the consideration of a canopy for the pushchairs and prams be deferred 

until the facility is ready to be re-opened; 

 

(b)   the quotations for laminate and vinyl flooring to the meeting room be 

deferred to the next meeting of the Committee; 

 

(c)   the boiling water dispenser remain; the replacement sink boiler be 

deferred until the replacement is required; 

 

(d)   the decommissioning of the boilers be deferred until such time as the 

removal is required; 

Cllr. S. James abstained from this decision 
Cllr. V. Randall abstained from this decision 

 

(e)   the quotation of £1,443.24 ex VAT from RDM Electrical Contractors for 

the installation of three electric heaters in the toilets be approved 

Earmarked Reserves - Village Hall Equipment (EMR:331) 

 



(f)   the quotations for the dishwasher be deferred until the facility is ready to 

be re-opened.  If required, paper cups and lids be purchased for hot 

drinks; 

 

(g)   the reopening of the hall be deferred to the next meeting of the 

Committee. 

 

COM20/20 Festive Lights Sub Committee 

 

 The minutes from the meetings held on 21st July 2020 and 8th September 2020 

were received.  The three local schools would be invited to take part in the 

colouring competition with the entries displayed in the old Amos building in 

Southend Road.  It was noted that the Chamber of Trade may be interested in 

donating £1 per entry to a local charity as in previous years. 

 

COM20/21 Southend Road Toilets 

 

 The production of the doors to the toilets were delayed but it was hoped that 

the project would be completed by the end of September.  Cllr. P. Meacham 

asked to be involved in the handover of the facility to the Parish Council. 

 

 Consideration was given to the quotations to clean the public toilets, it was 

noted that there was £12,000 in the current year budget and £36,000 in the 

earmarked reserves for the project.  The services of the contractors varied 

from cleaning, to the inclusion of consumables to cleaning internal and 

external graffiti.  It was noted that a cleaning schedule would be required and 

consideration was needed to extra cleaning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 RESOLVED that the Committee provisionally approve Healthmatic to clean 

the public toilets at a cost of £11.56 per clean, this price included cleaning, 

consumables and graffiti removal.    

 

COM20/22 Community Engagement 

 

 Members received a report from the Heritage Scheme Working Group; eight 

sites in the parish already had a plaque in place, two further sites at the Old 

Bakery in Bramerton Road and Bullwood Hall had been identified for plaques.  

The group suggested creating an e-guide at minimal cost which would be 

funded from the heritage budget.  It was noted that the design of the guide 

could be offered to the GCSE students at Greensward Academy as a project. 

 

 Following the Government restrictions on groups meeting to a limit of 6 

people, the District Council had also advised against any gatherings.  The 

committee discussed alternative arrangements for the Remembrance Service 

including commemorating those who had lost their lives and live streaming. 

 

 It was noted that the website was being updated with Council information and 

data protection requirements, the monthly e-newsletters continue to be 

published on the website. 



 

 RESOLVED that 

 

(a)   the heritage working group be authorised to investigate the creation of 

the e-guide; 

 

(b)   the following arrangements be made for Remembrance Sunday: 

▪ The gate to the memorial be left unlocked to allow residents to place 

wreaths. 

▪ The names of those who had lost their lives be published on the 

notice boards, website and Facebook page. 

▪ A recording of the Last Post be placed on the website and Facebook 

page. 

▪ The Committee to investigate whether a pre-recorded service can be 

streamed. 

▪ The Chairman of the Council to lay a wreath at the memorial which 

could be live streamed on the Facebook page. 

 

COM20/23 ‘We are Back’ – Reopening of High Streets 

 

 The stakeholder group was created by Rochford District Council during the 

COVID-19 lockdown period to ascertain safe ways to open the main high 

streets in the district being Rayleigh, Rochford and Hockley.  The group has 

now evolved into a regeneration group to try to make local high streets vibrant 

and prosperous going forward.  Ideas were currently being discussed and 

would come to the committee when appropriate. 

 

COM20/24 Date of future meetings 

 

The next meeting of the Communities Committee is on Monday 9th November 

2020.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 


