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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Environmental Committee: Cllrs M Anderson, N Boxall, S James, T Gleadall, B Hazlewood, B 

O’Shea and L Vingoe 

 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, 2nd OCTOBER, 2017 AT 7.30 PM 

IN THE HOCKLEY PARISH HALL 

 

EOS17/174. Those present and apologies for absence.  

Chairman  Cllr Vingoe 

Present Cllrs Anderson, O’Shea, Boxall, Gleadall, Hazlewood, James.  

Apologies None 

Also Present The Clerk, Cllr S Martin and four members of the public. 

 

EOS17/175. Declarations of interest 

Cllr O’Shea declared an interest on agenda item EOS17/179 ii 

EOS17/176. Public speaking  

7.45 meeting suspended 

 

A member of the public advised committee members he would like an allotment and 

asked for an up-date on the proposed provision in Folly Lane.   

Cllr Boxall explained the planning committee are looking into it and have raised 

questions. 

 

A member of the public advised that the fingerpost was missing on footpath 38. 

Action: the office to report to ECC Highways 

 

A member of the public advised the silver birch by the Dentists was growing into the 

tree guard.  

Action: HPC Ranger to look into rectifying 

7.58 meeting reconvened. 

 

EOS17/177. To agree minutes of meeting held on 7th August, 2017 

Resolved. The minutes were agreed as a true record. Proposed Cllr Vingoe seconded 

Cllr O’Shea and carried unanimously. 

EOS17/178. Members’ report on open spaces   

i. Plumberow Mount and Open Space (Cllr Vingoe) 

ii. Marylands Nature Reserve  (Cllr Boxall) 

iii. Laburnum Grove   (Cllr M Carter) 

iv. St Peter’s Road   (Cllr Hazlewood) 

v. Parish Pavement   (Cllr James) 

vi. Bridge Shrubbery   (Cllr James) 

vii. Broad Parade    (Cllr O’Shea) 

viii. Rosslyn Road    (Cllr Vingoe) 

ix. The  Spinneys    (Cllr Gleadall) 
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x. Bull Lane    (Cllr Maddocks)  

xi. Etheldore/Wood Avenue  (Cllr Hazlewood) 

xii. Spa Road    (Cllr James) 

 

 Site reports on Plumberow play/open space, Laburnum, Marylands, footpaths and 

The Spinneys were received. 

 

Following actions noted: 

Plumberow Open Space - Bark from tyre swing creeping back across grass – HPC’s 

Ranger advised this will be done this week. 

St Peter’s Road - Path at rear is overgrown needs clearing  – HPC Ranger advised he 

will clear it this week 

Bull Lane - Cllr Anderson reported that Bull lane looked neglected.  

Action: HPC’s Ranger  

Laburnum Grove – Log seat damaged.  Footprint apparatus needs tightening 

Action:  HPC’s Ranger 

Noted that Cllrs Tony and Mike Carter are no longer members of the Committee 

 

EOS17/179. Marylands Nature Reserve 

i. Five year regeneration plan 

Cllr Vingoe gave a verbal report of the meeting between the Chairman, The Clerk and 

Bruce Chisholm of Constable Landscapes.  Mr Chisholm agreed to submit a quote for 

the work involved and attend the December meeting of the Committee to submit it 

for members’ information.  

 

Access to footpath 13 and boundary definition poles –  

Action: Constables to provide quotes for a stock fence to replace the kissing gate at 

the end of the path and the installation of boundary definition poles on the north 

boundary of the reserve 

 

Cllr Hazlewood requested the council write to the land owner on the south side 

about repairing their fence 

Action – Clerk to write 

 

ii. To consider trimming trees around private residence on the eastern boundary of 

the Nature Reserve 

a. 91 Plumberow – To receive quote for work and response from RDC re permission 

to fell 

Members had previously seen the quotes prior to the meeting. 

Resolved: The committee agreed the quote for £384 to cut back the tree that is 

resting on the resident’s fence. Proposed by Cllr Anderson seconded by Cllr Boxall 

with one abstention.   

      Action: The Clerk to arrange the felling of the tree. 

 

b.   59 Plumberow - To receive report on visit to property by Cllrs Vingoe and     

       Anderson. 
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       Deferred to the next Environmental meeting. 

 

iii.        Maintenance of path  

       The paths require topping up with granite chippings. The contractor started work                                   

on this project in August. During the first phase of the project they replaced the    

missing wood from the side of the main path and straightened out the plastic.  They 

also topped up the upper path with granite chippings. This work took one day for the 

two man landscapes team. The total bill to date is £475.00. 

Another 10 tons of granite chippings at a cost of £889, including labour, are required 

in order to complete the job 

Resolved: The committee agreed the quote for £889. Proposed by Cllr Hazlewood 

seconded by Cllr Anderson and carried unanimously. 

Action: The Clerk 

 

EOS17/180. Rosslyn Road 

i. To consider quotes received for fencing land at Rosslyn Road 

Since the initial spate of problems, it has been quiet and there have been no 

reported problems. The fences are intact and the undergrowth is deterring trespass.   

Following on from the neighbourhood consultation and the preference for a safety 

fence, the Clerk obtained a quote from Lemon Fencing for (excluding VAT): 

Galvanised finish £2,220 or Green finish £2,514 and removal of waste & take down 

£540. 

Resolved: The committee agreed to review in May 2018 as there had not been any 

reported incidents. Proposed by Cllr Hazlewood seconded by Cllr O’Shea and carried 

unanimously. 

Action: The Clerk to defer to May. 

 

EOS17/181. Plumberow Meadow public footpath. 

To note progress 

After advice from the Public Rights of Way Team, the committee asked The Clerk to 

proceed with the new path. 

Action: The Clerk to contact the authorities involved. 

 

EOS17/182. Broad Parade 

To consider a quote for the advised tree work. 

A quote in the sum of £792 (including VAT) from Tree Fella, for remedial work to a 

number of the trees on Broad Parade, was considered by the committee. 

 

To receive verbal report from Cllr Hazlewood on content and note way forward  

Cllr Hazlewood gave a brief overview of the report to members.  

He advised the felling of tree 12 which was in a dangerous condition and removal of 

the tree guards  

Resolved. The Committee agreed to the removal of tree 12.  A further quote to be 

obtained from Tree Fella and should it be under £500 the work be undertaken 

without delay. Proposed by Cllr Vingoe, seconded by Cllr Anderson and carried 

unanimously. 
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Action: The Clerk to obtain a quote for removal of remove tree 12. Rangers to 

remove the tree guards 

The committee thanked Cllr Hazlewood for his report.  

 

EOS17/183. Parish Pavement 

a. To receive ECC’s response re removal of trees prior to tarmacking 

The Clerk advised members that ECC’s arboriculturalist said they would not take a 

healthy tree out. They would root prune the trees – which would last about 2-3 years and 

they would then need doing again.  It was noted that the arboriculturalist was only 

concerned about the trees and public opinion and not about money. ECC also advised that 

HPC would need permission from ECC to put in a large planter. 

A quote obtained from Tree Fella for the removal of both trees close to ground level 

and to grind the resulting main stumps to approximately 300 millimetres below 

ground level at a cost £960 was considered. 

Resolved. After indepth discussion the Committee agreed to allow the quote of £960 

for removal of the trees and that ECC tarmac the area.  Proposed by Cllr Anderson, 

seconded by Cllr Hazlewood, carried with one against.  

Action: The Clerk  

 

b. To receive presentation by Cllr James on landscaping of site 

Cllr James advised Clive Potter would pay for the cost of a silver birch but only if the 

parish pavement was block paved.  Cllr James was asked to convey to Mr Potter the 

Committee’s thanks for the offer but unfortunately it had been agreed that the 

surface should be tarmacked.   

 

EOS17/184. Plumberow Play space 

a. To agree quote for renewal of safe play surface 

Deferred to the next meeting 

b. To note CIF application – The Clerk advised the application had been sent. 

c. To note progress of replacement of ‘baby’ swings and chain bridge. 

Action: noted.   

 

EOS17/185. Plumberow Mount Open Space 

To note progress of repairs following summer’s vandalisation 

HPC’s Ranger advised the signs will be picked up this week. 

 

EOS17/186. To consider repairs to the Council’s footway between 8 and 10 High   

  Road. 

Following the installation of a new garden wall, the surface of the footway is in poor 

repair. The Clerk obtained a quote of £200 for the work from HPC’s preferred 

contractors list. The contractor was asked to go ahead with the work and it is now 

completed. 

Action: Noted  
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EOS17/187. Laburnum Grove 

To note progress on replacement of ‘baby’ swing – see Plumberow Play space  

The Clerk received a phone call from a resident complaining about the contents of 

the litter bin overflowing. HPC’s Ranger advised he had cleared it up and the park is 

looking very neat and tidy. 

 

EOS17/188. Footway outside Potters shop 

To note response from ECC re replacement surface 

The Clerk had reported to highways that they had used the incorrect surface.  

Ref no: 2528904. Current status: This issue has been made safe.  

Action: Cllr James to contact the MP regarding the repair being tarmac not briquettes 

 

EOS17/189. Footpaths  

 Cllr Hazlewood gave a verbal report.  

 

EOS17/190. Street lighting 

Up-date on proposal to adopt street light in Mey Walk. 

The Clerk confirmed the street light in Mey walk was adopted and is number P301. 

 

EOS17/191. Project ownership 

Deferred to next meeting 

 

EOS17/192. Allotments at Folly Lane 

Awaiting for further developments. 

See public speaking agenda item  

 

EOS17/193. Items for next agenda 

None. 

 

Date of next meeting, Monday 4th December 2017 

 

Meeting closed at 9.31 

 


