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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 
Minutes from the online Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 2nd 
November 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. L. Vingoe  
 
 Councillors:  Cllr. N. Boxall Cllr. B. Hazlewood 
   Cllr. B. Thorogood 
 
 Visiting Councillors: Cllr. S. Martin 
   Cllr. P. Meacham 
 
 District Councillor:  Adrian Eves 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
 Members of the public: Four 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 
EOS20/27 Apologies for Absence  

 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. B. O’Shea.  Cllr. S. James 
had difficulty gaining access to the meeting. 

 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 

EOS20/28 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on 
7th September 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 
after the meeting. 

EOS20/29 Progress Report 

EOS18/64 Licences 
for street furniture 

Assistant Clerk continues to liaise with Essex County 
Council 

EOS18/92 
Allotments site visit 

Numerous requests for a site visit, awaiting developer. 
  

EOS18/29(a)  
Fire retardant bins  

Bins installed at Plumberow Mount open space and play 
areas 
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EOS19/28  
Footpath claim from 
Plumberow Mount 
to footpath 13 

Assistant Clerk was awaiting information from Cllr. 
Hazelwood and was liaising with the officer at Essex 
County Council as to the required next steps. 

EOS19/72  
Enclosed Dog Area 

The Committee asked for this item to be removed from 
the progress report as it had been passed to Rochford 
District Council 

EOS19/73  
Green Gym 

To be investigated before bringing to the Committee for 
consideration. 

EOS19/74  
New play equipment 

Admin Assistant had requested catalogues for play 
equipment.  These will be passed to Cllr. Vingoe before 
meeting with the Clerk to discuss ideas. 

EOS20/6  
Memorial bench at 
the allotments 

Waiting for handover of the allotments before 
progressing the project 

Telephone box at 
Apex Corner 

Telephone box removed in August 

Wooden surround Works completed 16.10.2020 

The Spinneys The District Councillor was looking into this and was 
discussing permissions with the owner of the house. 

Fallen Tree  A tree had fallen from the play space onto their back 
garden in Sunnyfield Gardens. Contractor instructed to 
remove the tree. 

Damaged Dog 
Waste Bin and Litter 
Bin - Plumberow 
Mount and 
Marylands Nature 
Reserve. 

Bins damaged by Fireworks. Rangers assessing and 
would provide feedback so that cost of repairs can be 
evaluated. 

EOS20/30 Declarations of Interests 

 None. 

EOS20/31 Public Participation 

 A member of the public spoke regarding the allotments, another was concerned 
as a resident of the Pond Chase development, that the allotments would increase 
footfall and traffic.  

 A member of the public who had been coordinating a volunteer litter pick group 
requested assistance from the Parish Council with the loan of equipment. 

Further to Standing Order 1a, the order of business was changed. 
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EOS20/32 Marylands Nature Reserve 

 The office has received multiple complaints regarding lighting of fires and graffiti 
from youths in the nature reserve.  Members also noted that a group of youths 
were gathering on site.  The Chairman herself had approached a group whilst 
walking in the reserve one day who, although polite, appeared to be drug using.   

 

Different suggestions were considered, it was felt that the antisocial behaviour 
and drugs should be reported to the Police and the Community Safety Officer at 
Rochford District Council to allow the relevant authorities to build a picture of the 
problem. 

 Reports had been received from members and residents regarding the increased 
litter in Marylands Nature Reserve and at the junction of Plumberow Avenue with 
Greensward Lane.  It was noted that there were currently no litter bins in the 
Nature Reserve.  Members discussed installing 3 bins and considered the 
schedule for emptying them.  The litter bin that used to be at the junction of 
Plumberow Avenue with Greensward Lane had been removed in the past.  The 
Assistant Clerk had contacted Rochford District Council previously regarding the 
increased litter who had advised that they would provide additional litter 
collections in the area.  However this had made little difference. District 
Councillor, Adrian Eves, agreed to contact the officers at the District Council 
asking them to consider replacing the bin. 

 Following the request from the resident leading the volunteer group for litter 
picking equipment, members were advised that, in order for the group to be 
covered by the Parish Council’s insurance, they would need to be under the sole 
request and control of the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the health and 
safety of the volunteers was the priority and that relevant procedures including 
risk assessments would need to be put in place.  The resident agreed to the new 
procedures which included reporting into the office to provide details of the 
volunteers, date and time of litter pick and confirmation of the areas to be visited. 

 RESOLVED that 

(a) three litter bins be purchased for the Nature Reserve to be installed at the 
entrance, by the log seat and by the seat in the meadow area; 

(b) a budget of £500.00 be included in the 2021/22 budget for the litter bins; 

(c) Constable Landscapes be asked to empty the bins on a weekly basis; 

(d) the Committee agree to loan equipment to the litter picking volunteer group 
under the agreement that they will work at the sole request and control of 
the Parish Council following the health and safety procedures put in place; 

(e) quotations be sought for necessary litter picking equipment for the group for 
consideration at the next Committee meeting. 

EOS20/33 Folly Grove Allotment Site 

Persimmon Homes were proposing to offer a transfer of the allotment land 
rather than a lease.  The Parish Council’s solicitor did not believe that there 
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could be any charge for the transfer of the land, it would require changing the 
set up from a leasehold arrangement to a freehold.  The Clerk had confirmed 
with the solicitor that the transfer related to the allotment land only and not the 
remaining open space on site.  Members queried the reasoning behind the 
changes and requested a survey of the land. 

The Committee thanked Carole Shorney and Richard Favier for their 
assistance with the project to date. 

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 23rd 
November pending further information from Persimmon Homes. 

EOS20/34 Budget Requirements for 2021/22 

 Members considered the draft budget prepared by the RFO and Clerk, it was 
noted that the budget was based on current year spending and did not include 
any new projects.  The Grounds Maintenance budget would need to be 
increased to cover the regeneration project at Marylands Nature Reserve and 
it was agreed that all open space would need to be assessed once the 
COVID-19 pandemic had eased following unusually heavy use during 
lockdown.  Members agreed that the open spaces were valued by the 
residents and as such a small budget for repairs and maintenance should be 
considered. 

 Members discussed the LED street lights rolling programme to convert all 
street lights.  It was noted that £8,000 had been budgeted in both 2019/2020 
and 2020/21 for the programme so there had been no budget provision made 
in 2021/22 as the £16,000 was still available and should be earmarked for this 
purpose. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) the Grounds Maintenance budget (219:4039) be increased to £26,748 to 
cover the regeneration project in 2021/22; 

(b) the General Maintenance budget (219:4038) be increased to £2,300. 

EOS20/35 Street Lights 

 Members received an update; 40 street lights had been converted to LED, the 
UMSUG code had been passed to the Council’s new electricity supplier so 
that they can work out the usage and amend the bills accordingly.  It was 
noted that not all faults are reported to the contractor with a ‘P’ number, this 
should be included to ensure that the contractor only repaired Parish Council 
owned lights.  

Cllr. B. Hazlewood left the meeting, 9.19pm 

EOS20/36 Footpaths 

 A new budget head had been created for the rolling programme for 
replacement fingerposts as discussed at the September Committee meeting, 
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members considered the quotations for recycled plastic fingerposts.  Locations 
for the first replacement fingerposts were discussed. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) Filcris Ltd provide the recycled plastic fingerposts for the rolling 
programme which will commence in 2021/22 

(b) the fingerposts at each entrance to footpath 12 be the first for 
replacement; 

(c) the Rangers to advise the office which fingerposts should be replaced 
thereafter. 

EOS20/37 Trees 

 Members were advised that the office were still waiting on a third quotation for 
the tree survey before the Committee could consider the options. 

 RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Committee 

EOS20/38 Play spaces 

 The swing rocker in Laburnum play space needed repair.  Members 
considered the quotation from Wicksteed to undertake the repairs as the 
Rangers were unable to carry out the works.  Consideration was given to the 
annual RoSPA inspection reports for the play areas at Plumberow Mount and 
Laburnum Grove, it was noted that, apart from the swing rocker, all risks were 
either low or very low. 

 RESOLVED that 

(a) the quotation of £226.88 from Wicksteed to repair the swing rocker in 
Laburnum play space be approved; 

(b) the RoSPA reports be passed to the Rangers for action. 

EOS20/39 Community Involvement 

 Members were keen to encourage community involvement in the open spaces in 
the parish, it was agreed the volunteer litter picking group discussed earlier in the 
meeting was a good starting point that could be built upon. 

EOS20/40 Committee responsibilities 

 Members received an update from the grounds maintenance contractor along 
with the open spaces report from the Rangers.  Members thanked the 
Rangers for their work. 

EOS20/41 Items for next agenda 

To consider the information relating to Parish Council owned street lights. 
To consider the quotations for the tree survey. 
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EOS20/42 Date of future meeting 

The next meeting of the Environment Committee is Monday 4th January 2021 at 
7.30pm. 

 The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          
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