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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 
Minutes from the online Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 9th  

November 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors:  Cllr. M. Anderson Cllr. S. James  
   Cllr. P. Meacham Cllr. B. Thorogood 
   Cllr. V. Randall 
 
 Visiting Councillors: Cllr. L. Vingoe 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 
COM20/25 Apologies for Absence  

 None. 

COM20/26 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held on 14th 
September 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman after the meeting; 
 

(b) the minutes from the extraordinary Communities Committee meeting held 
on 13th October 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman after the meeting. 
 

COM20/27 Progress Report 

COM18/136 
Residents survey 

Survey under construction to be carried out in 
conjunction with the Forward Plan Committee.  
Assistant Clerk investigating 3 companies that offer 
independent surveys as requested by the Forward 
Plan Committee 

COM19/10(b) 
Special Constables 

Admin Assistant working on the publicity based on the 
'My Other Life' format used by the Police. 
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COM19/10(a) 
Defibrillator at the 
Esso Garage, Broad 
Parade 

Funding confirmed, liaising with Community Heartbeat 
Trust for the defibrillator 

COM19/29 
Safety measures at the 
junction of Eldon Way 
and Spa Road 

The LHP approved the following safety measures for 
inclusion in the 2020/21 programme of works.  
Expected in the fourth quarter.  

COM19/45(a) 
Wooden Ramps for 
storage room access 

Added to Rangers' work schedule 

COM19/53 
Honours Boards 

Delivery expected during week commencing 2nd 
November 2020.   

COM19/64(g) 
Meeting room 
advertising brochure 

Facilities Manager to create once refurbishment had 
taken place 

COM19/96 (f) 
Legionella Testing Kit 

To be purchased.  Facilities Manager to draft policy 
and procedures 

COM19/100(a) 
Sponsorship Plaques 

To be actioned 

COM19/100(c) 
Hanging basket 
plaques 

To be actioned 

COM20/19(e) 
Electric Toilet Heaters 

Awaiting information from the Facilities Manager 

Heritage Plaques Plaques received but unsatisfactory.   Assistant Clerk 
has spoken to Recognition Express explaining the 
quality and colour of the plaques was not satisfactory. 
Stuart from RE is looking at the specs from previous 
years orders and will get back to Assistant Clerk 

COM20/28 Declarations of Interests 

 None. 

COM20/29 Public Participation 

 None present. 

COM20/30 Budget requirements for 2021/22 and forward planning 

 Members considered the draft proposals for the 2021/22 budget along with 
forward planning.  The was a discussion regarding the requirements for the 
Festive Lighting contracts and street event and the request to the Resources and 
Procedures Committee to earmark the unspent budget for the street event in 
2020/21 for use in the next year’s budget. 
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 Future projects for the hall were considered, it was suggested that a small 
amount could be budgeted to be used as match funding for grant applications for 
the works.  It was noted that the Committee would be considering providing a 
wheelchair loan scheme and this would need to be included if approved. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) the following projects for the parish hall be included in the 2021/22 budget: 

Flooring Replacement   £1,000 
Toilets Refurbishment   £1,000 
Replace Rear Fire Doors   £1,000 
Kitchen Refurbishment   £1,000 

(b) the proposals be submitted to the Resources and Procedures Committee 
and the Forward Plan Committee.  

COM20/31 Parish Hall 

The report from the Facilities Manager was considered; members of the 
Committee thanked the Facilities Manager for her hard work on the 
Remembrance display at the Parish Hall, positive comments had been 
received from residents and the MP.  It was agreed that the Parish Council 
should publicise this more and share the project with the local television 
stations. 

It was noted that many hirers still did not feel comfortable returning to the hall 
should it be reopened.  There was a discussion regarding hirers who have 
stored items at the hall, clarification was to be sought from the Facilities 
Manager. 

The Committee had previously approved that the local butcher and knife 
sharpening company could use the hall car park (one in the morning and the 
other in the afternoon) on the second Saturday of the month, being the usual 
day for the Village Market.  As the country had been placed back into 
lockdown, members agreed that the butcher could still trade in November as it 
was classed as essential, however the knife sharpening could not take place 
until the lockdown had been lifted. 

Members discussed the suggestion for a Christmas display at the hall, it was 
noted that this had already been discussed by the Festive Lights Sub 
Committee who felt that it could encourage people to congregate together 
when we are still required to socially distance. 

Quotations for replacing the hall flooring or the electrical work had not been 
forthcoming, the item would need to be considered at the next Committee 
meeting. 

Consideration was given to setting an age limit on children’s parties following 
reports from other local halls that they had suffered damage and lack of adult 
supervision at teenage parties.  It was noted that the Committee would need to 
discuss a way forward for the hall. 
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RESOLVED that  

(a) Cllr. L. Vingoe contact BBC Look East, Essex Association of Local 
Councils and other local news regarding the Remembrance display at the 
Parish Hall; 

(b) The local butcher be allowed to trade from the hall car park on the 
second Saturday of the month whilst the country was in lockdown as he 
provided an essential service to residents; 

(c) A Christmas display is not erected at the Parish Hall in an effort to limit 
social interaction during the pandemic; 

(d) Teenage parties be removed from the hall hiring sheet and website, the 
Council will allow children’s parties up to the age of 11 years. 

COM20/32 Southend Road toilets 

 Rochford District Council had confirmed that they could not confirm a 
timescale for completion of the refurbishment as the contact at the contractors 
was self isolating.  It was noted that this would be governed by access to the 
National Grid electricity sub-station for works to the rear of the Toilets. 

 Healthmatic had confirmed that they would hold the quotation price for 
cleaning the public toilets until next year though no date was agreed.  The 
Clerk was asked to contact Rochford District Council to ascertain whether they 
would contribute to any increases in cleaning costs imposed by the contractors 
due to the refurbishment delays. 

COM20/33 Community Engagement 

 Members discussed arrangements for Remembrance Day, the Vice Chairman 
and Cllr. Anderson had laid wreaths at the War Memorial and taken pictures 
for publication on the website and Facebook page.  A further wreath would be 
placed at the memorial tree at Chandos Service Station on 11th November.  It 
was noted that the MP would pay for his wreath going forward as this had 
previously been subsidised by the Parish Council.  Members considered the 
suggestion to create a new page on the website specifically for Remembrance 
as it was currently placed under the events tab.  The photos and list of those 
who had lost their lives in service to the country could also be added.  
Members felt that a donation to the Royal British legion could be considered 
following the hard work they had put into the community to ensure that the 
fallen were honoured.  

 The Parish Council were keen to encourage community involvement in the 
work of the Council, members discussed ideas for this.  Suggestions included 
community awards that could be awarded at the Annual Parish Meeting, the 
categories could include volunteers, businesses and schools.  Other 
suggestions included a bingo club and an Easter competition whereby 
residents create ‘Potty Pots’ which could then be judged from the road.   
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Alternative suggestions for the competition included creating a scarecrow and 
decorating a lawnmower or other garden equipment.  It was suggested that 
the Council could offer cash prizes of £50 for first, second and third place.  It 
was noted that Council should continue with the garden competition. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) a dedicated Remembrance page be created for the website; 

(b)  the Committee recommend to the Resources and Procedures 
Committee that the Parish Council make a donation of £100 to the Royal 
British Legion;  

(c) the suggestions to encourage community involvement be considered 
further at the next meeting of the Committee. 

COM20/34 Facilities and Services 

 Consideration was given to the quotations to replace the ‘Welcome to Hockley’ 
sign at Drovers Hill, it was noted that Essex Highways would not replace it. 

 A neighbouring Parish Council offered a wheelchair loan scheme to residents 
on a temporary basis, members discussed that idea including the health and 
safety requirements.  It was noted that the British Red Cross and Social 
Services offered wheelchair loans long term so the Parish Council could offer 
short term loans of up to two weeks.  It was suggested that the Facilities 
Manager could manager the scheme, the wheelchairs would be stored in the 
old office. 

 As part of the lease for the public toilets in Southend Road, the Parish Council 
would take over responsibility for the grassed area located at the front of the 
facility.  Members considered consulting with the residents to ascertain the 
preferred use of the land. 

 RESOLVED that 

(a) Signs Express be instructed to create the ‘Welcome to Hockley’ sign for 
Drovers Hill at a cost of £121.70 ex VAT; 

(b) a budget of £1,000 be included in the 2021/22 budget requirements for 
the purchase of 3 wheelchairs of the loan scheme; 

(c) the item be considered fully at the next meeting of the Committee, to 
included health and safety and insurance provision; 

(d) a survey be created via Survey Monkey for the use of the grassed area 
to the front of the public toilets in Southend Road.  The following options 
to be consulted on: 

- leave as a grassed area 
- leave as a grassed area with the addition of a planter 
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- pave the area 
- pave the area and add a planter 

COM20/35 Festive Lights Sub Committee 

 The minutes from the Sub Committee meeting held on 5th October 2020 were 
received.  It was noted that the Council were still going to provide online 
activities for the children during December. 

COM20/36 Items for next agenda 

To consider the quotations for new flooring in the meeting room. 
To consider quotations for heaters to the toilets that include thermostat. 
To consider the suggestions for community involvement 
To consider the wheelchair loan scheme 
To consider the future use of the Parish Hall 

COM20/37 Date of future meeting 

The next meeting of the Communities Committee is Monday 11th January 2021 at 
7.30pm. 

 The meeting closed at 9.21pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          
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