
HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
          The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 

          Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 
 Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 

______________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 7th May 2019 at 7.30pm at 
the Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors: Cllr. M Anderson  Cllr. T. Gleadall  Cllr. S. James   
  Cllr. P. Meacham  Cllr. V. Randall Cllr. B. Thorogood 
  Cllr. L. Vingoe 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
    
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
COM18/119 Apologies for Absence  
 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs. M. Carter and T. Carter.   
 
 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 
 
COM18/120 Minutes 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held 
on 4th March 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

COM18/121 Progress Report 
 
  

COM18/89 Lease for the toilets 
Cllr. Meacham and the Clerk had met with Marcus Hotten 
from Rochford District Council to discuss the lease.  Concerns 
had been raised as the 10 year lease did not have a two way 
break clause but a break clause in the District Council’s 
favour only.  There were also concerns as the refurbishment 
included a large amount of new, expensive equipment which 
could be costly to the Parish Council.  Marcus would refer the 
comments back to his solicitors. 
  

COM18/104 (b) D Day display  
The Rangers had been instructed to suspend parking in front 
of the display in the Parish Hall car park from 31st May 2019 – 
8th June 2019 
  

COM18/108 (b) Parish Council flag  
The flag had been received and would be flown shortly. 



COM18/109 Honours Board  
Costings were being sourced. 

COM18/110 J9 Initiative  
Interest registered with Rochford District Council, once 
funding approved by the Castle Point and Rochford 
Community Safety Partnership, training would be arranged. 

 
COM18/122 Declarations of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
COM18/123 Public Participation Session 
 
 None present. 
 
COM18/124 Festive Lights Sub-Committee 
 

RESOLVED that 
 

(a)   the minutes from the Festive Lights Sub-Committee meeting held on 20th 
March 2019 be noted; 
 

(b)   the minutes from the Festive Lights Sub-Committee meeting held on 23rd 
April 2019 be noted. 

 
COM18/125 Parish Hall  
 
 A report was received from the Hall Manager; two further block bookings had 

been lost and the number of casual hirers had decreased.  There was a 
discussion regarding the future of the hall and the previous proposals for 
developing the hall further with an extension to the rear. 

 
It was noted that the display to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the D-
Day landings was progressing and members were made aware that the fire 
alarm could not be heard in the office. 
 
RESOLVED that  
 
(a)   a working group be created to carry out a feasibility study of the hall to 

assist the committee with deciding the future plans for the facility; 
 
(b)   Cllrs. P. Meacham, V. Randall and L. Vingoe be appointed onto the 

working group; 
 
(c)   a fire alarm for the office be sourced as a matter of urgency. 

 
 
 



COM18/126 Southend Road car park 
 
 The Clerk had received an email from the Deputy Superintendent 

Radiographer at Southend University Hospital regarding the mobile breast 
screening unit.  The unit had been scheduled to visit Southend Road car park 
in 2018 however, this had not been possible and the unit was relocated in 
Rayleigh.  The unit was due to return in 2021. 

 
Rochford District Council have received grant funding from DEFRA for electric 
charging points in the district and proposed to install one rapid charging point in 
the Southend Road car park.  A contractor had identified the pillar in the car park 
that the Parish Council had installed for the breast screening unit and enquired 
whether the Parish Council would consider allowing the pillar to be used for the 
charging points. 

 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   the Clerk make contact with the Deputy Superintendent Radiographer at 
Southend University Hospital during 2020 to ensure that the breast 
screening unit returns to Hockley in 2021; 

 
(b)   the Parish Council agree in principle for Rochford District Council to 

investigate using the pillar in Southend Road car park for an electric 
charging point under the proviso that the pillar be available for use by the 
Parish Council when required. 

 
COM18/127 Broad Parade 
 
 Members discussed installing a second defibrillator at Broad Parade and 

noted that the telephone box could not be used for the unit as it had been 
removed; other suggestions were put forward.  Member were advised that a 
resident had reported anti social behaviour to the Council; this had 
subsequently been reported to the Police.  There was a discussion regarding 
possible options for tackling anti social behaviour in the village. 

 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   the Clerk contact the Esso Garage at Broad Parade to enquire whether 
they would be willing to have a defibrillator placed on their exterior wall; 

 
(b)   the Clerk investigate the Police Special Constables along with private 

security services to help alleviate anti social behaviour. 
 
COM18/128 Heritage Trail Scheme 
 
 Consideration was given to potential plaques for the scheme; there was a list 

of potential plaques available that had been created by the working group.  It 
was noted that Hockley train station would be 130 years old in 2019 and 
photographic displays would be provided at the Wild Woods Day plus a 
special display was planned at the station in October 2019. 



 
 Consideration was given to installing a listening bench/listening pillar in the 

village. 
 
 RESOLVED that 
 

(a)   the next heritage plaque would be placed at the train station; 
 
(b)   the Parish Council would not proceed with the listening bench at this 

time. 
 
COM18/129 Discover 2020 
 
 The District Council continued to plan for the celebrations in 2020 and wanted 

the Parish Councils to provide events during the year.  It was noted that the 
tapestry would go ahead and that St Peters and Pauls Church would be 
hosting events each month in 2020. 

 
COM18/130 Community Engagement 
 
 It was noted that the next edition of the newsletter was being created and 

would include the annual report for 2018/19.  The website continued to be 
updated regularly and the Facebook page was almost complete. 

 
COM18/131 Sponsorship for Floral Displays and Plaques 
 
 The Committee were advised that the licences for the street furniture were 

almost complete and Essex Highways had approved the installation of the 
wooden troughs in Hockley.  It was suggested that plaques be placed in the 
troughs inviting sponsorship. 

 
 The plaques in the hanging baskets in Spa Road and the at the memorial 

flower bed in Main Road needed replacing; members also considered placing 
a new plaque on the raised walkway in Spa Road. 

 
 RESOLVED that prices be obtained for plaques for the wooden troughs, 

hanging baskets, memorial flower bed and raised walkway in Spa Road. 
 
COM18/132 Wild Woods Day – 20th July 2019 
 
 The photographic display had been confirmed; it was noted that the Festive 

Lights event and other environment matters would be publicised at the event. 
 
COM18/133 Hockley Open Gardens 
 
 The event would take part on Sunday 16th June 2019, the office would print 

the programmes when they were ready. 
 
 



COM18/134 Orchard Close Pedestrian Barrier 
 
 The Local Highways Panel officer had confirmed that pedestrian railings would 

not be suitable at the junction.  It was noted that the barrier that was located at 
Brackendale Avenue into Plumberow Avenue had been removed.  The Clerk 
was asked to investigate this. 

 
COM18/135 Merchant Navy Day – 3rd September 2019 
 
 Consideration was given to flying the Red Ensign flag on Merchant Navy Day.  

Members discussed alternatives to the request. 
 

RESOLVED that alternative arrangements for the day and that of other armed 
forces days would be considered at the next meeting of the Committee. 
 

COM18/136 Future Projects 
 
 Consideration was given to consulting with the residents with reference to 

future projects for the parish. 
 
 RESOLVED that the Clerk create a draft survey that would be put to a future 

meeting of the Committee. 
 
COM18/137 Date of next meeting 
 
 The next meeting of the Communities Committee will be confirmed at the 

Annual Parish Council meeting on 20th May 2019. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.24pm 
 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:           
 


