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Minutes from the online Festive Lights Sub Committee meeting held on 
Monday 9th March 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. B. Thorogood  

 Councillors:  Cllr. M. Anderson Cllr. S. James 
   Cllr. S. Martin Cllr. V. Randall 

 Committee Members: Rev. Gillian Thompson 

 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
   Clare Austin, Assistant Clerk 

 Members of the public: None 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 

FL20/38 Apologies for Absence  

 None. 

FL20/39 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Festive Lights Sub Committee meeting held 

on 1st February 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 

after the meeting. 

FL20/40 Declarations of Interests 

 None declared. 

FL20/41 Public Participation 

 None present. 

FL20/42 Festive Lighting 

 The Assistant Clerk had investigated different options for a three and five year 

hire scheme and had approached four companies for quotations and designs.  

The quotations were for a handsfree approach whereby the contractor would 

be responsible for the maintenance, installation, removal and storage of the 

scheme.  Members thanked the Assistant Clerk for her thorough and 

comprehensive report. 

 There was an in depth discussion regarding the specification and the logistics 

of the scheme.  It was noted that a three year contract would allow the new 
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Council to make changes earlier and allow for changes to the current designs. 

 Should the Council decide to commence with a hiring contract, the current 

festive lighting would need to be disposed of.  It was noted that the 

personalized ‘Merry Christmas from Hockley’ sign would be kept and could be 

used in an alternative location in the parish.  This sign and the poles would 

continue to be stored in the container. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) a three-year festive lighting hire contract with Blachere Illumination UK at 

a cost of £17,098.71 for year 1 and then £17,806.21 for years 2 and 3 be 

RECOMMENDED to Full Council for approval; 

(b) the proposal that the current lighting scheme be advertised via the Essex 

Association of Local Councils be RECOMMENDED to Full Council for 

approval. 

FL20/43 Festive Event 

 Consideration was given to investigating a small drone display for the event 

day.  Members queried health and safety and the launch site along with the 

ongoing costs should a display take place in 2021. 

 It was hoped that the COVID-19 restrictions would be removed by the event 

day however, members discussed an alternative format for the event to ensure 

compliance with social distancing if this was still in force.  This included 

moving the staging area to an alternative location and removing the stage 

completely from the 2021 event.  Members considered alternative 

arrangements if the stage was not hired including the participation of the 

school choirs. 

 It was noted that Bramerton Church would still like to be involved with the 

event and would hold its Christmas Tree Festival on the same weekend as the 

Christmas Celebration. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) a small drone display be investigated for consideration at a future 

meeting of the Sub Committee; 

(b) the stage is not hired for this year to ensure public safety and compliance 

with any social distancing rules that may be in place at the time. 

FL20/44 Items for the next agenda 

 None. 

FL20/45 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Festive Lights Sub Committee is Monday 12th April 2021 
at 7.30pm. 
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The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 


