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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Environmental Committee: Cllrs N Boxall, S James, T Gleadall, B Hazlewood, 

M Maddocks, B O’Shea, L Vingoe 

 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, 5TH JUNE, 2017 AT 7.30 PM 

IN THE HOCKLEY PARISH HALL 

 

 

EOS17/135. Election of Chairman 

Resolved.  Cllr Vingoe was nominated by Cllr Anderson seconded by 

Cllr Boxall and elected unanimously. 

EOS17/136. Election of Vice Chairman 

Resolved. Cllr Boxall was nominated by Cllr Anderson seconded by Cllr 

Vingoe and elected unanimously. 

EOS17/137. Those present and apologies for absence.  

Chairman  Cllr Vingoe 

Present Cllrs Anderson, Boxall, Gleadall, Hazlewood, James. 

Apologies Cllrs O’Shea, R Martin, Randall.  

Not present Cllr Maddocks. 

Also Present the Clerk, the Assistant Clerk, four members of the  

  public. 

 

EOS17/138. Declarations of interest 

   There were no declarations of interest. 

EOS17/139. Public speaking  

 A resident asked about the closure of the access from the nature 

reserve to footpath 13. The Clerk gave the update as recorded in 

17/143ii. 

 

   A resident was interested in the progress on works to the plot at  

  Rosslyn Close. The Clerk gave the report as recorded in 17/145 

    

EOS17/140. To note minutes of meeting held on 3rd April, 2017 

There were two corrections to add to the public speaking, for 

Footpath, read Footpath 13 and for Rosslyn Close Place read Rosslyn 

Close.  

Resolved. With those corrections, the minutes were agreed as a true 

record. Proposed Cllr Vingoe seconded Cllr Gleadall and carried 

unanimously. 

EOS17/141. Allocation of open spaces 2017/18  
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i. Plumberow Mount and Open Space (Cllr Vingoe) 

ii. Marylands Nature Reserve  (Cllr Boxall) 

iii. Laburnum Grove   * 

iv. St Peter’s Road   (Cllr Hazlewood) 

v. Parish Pavement   (Cllr James) 

vi. Bridge Shrubbery   (Cllr James) 

vii. Broad Parade    (Cllr O’Shea) 

viii. Rosslyn Road    (Cllr Vingoe) 

ix. The  Spinneys    (Cllr Gleadall) 

x. Bull Lane    (Cllr Maddocks)  

xi. Etheldore/Wood Avenue  (Cllr Hazlewood) 

 

   It was agreed that Spa Road would be added to the list with Cllr James 

   as its overseer. Cllr James reported that the spaces under the benches 

   in Spa Road had been cleaned, presumably by Rochford District  

   Council. 

 

   *It was agreed Cllr Carter, although no longer a member of the  

   Committee, be invited to submit a report for members’ information  

   on Laburnum Grove 

 

EOS17/142. Site up-dates 

 Reports on Plumberow play/open space and The Spinneys  received – 

 please see attached 

 

 It was noted that the meadows at the nature reserve and Plumberow 

 were badly overgrown and contained saplings and brambles.  The 

 Clerk was asked to get a price for an additional cut.  

 

EOS17/143. Marylands Nature Reserve 

i. Five year plan 

The plan was circulated for consideration and study. It was agreed to 

allow a month to study the document and form a working group to 

take the project forward. Cllrs Vingoe and Boxall offered their 

services.  As no other committee members were in a position to take 

part it was agreed to open membership to all council members.  The 

group will report back to the next meeting with recommendations. 

 

ii. Access to footpath 13 

The Clerk reported that guidance has been sought from the National 

Association on the advisability of supporting residents who believed 

that access had existed ‘as of right’ for over twenty years and so 

should be restored by presumed dedication. No formal reply has been 
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received, but informal guidance was that it was possible but 

potentially expensive. As an alternative access, a proposed public 

right of way between Plumberow Avenue and footpath 13 via 

Plumberow Mount - already been mapped and on hold - could be 

revived.  In the circumstances the Council might consider spending 

the money on activating this route rather than forcing the issue at 

Marylands nature reserve.  The potential costs of both options are 

estimated at £2,000. 

 

Following a detailed discussion it was agreed the Committee pursue 

the creation of a new footpath from Plumberow Avenue via 

Plumberow Mount whilst monitoring the situation in the nature 

reserve pending a response from the National Association.    

 

Resolved.  The Committee pursue the creation of a new footpath at 

Plumberow Avenue.  Proposed Cllr Boxall, seconded Cllr James and 

carried with one against. 

 

EOS17/144. Maintenance contract 

i. Up-date on performance to date 

Neither the Clerk nor the Committee have reported any problems and 

the contract is being delivered successfully. 

 

ii. Tree inspections 

Treefella have carried out an inspection on the trees at Broad Parade. 

Report still to be received.  Deputy clerk to follow-up. 

 

EOS17/145. Rosslyn Road 

i. To consider way forward following public representation 

Since the initial spate of problems, it has been quiet and there have 

been no reported problems. The fences are still intact and the 

undergrowth is deterring trespass.  The Committee agreed to consult 

with residents in order to ascertain local opinions on a way forward.  

A letter to be delivered to all residents in Rosslyn Rd/Rosslyn Close 

suggesting the following options:  

 

(1) Increase the security and plant ivy round the concrete walls 

 while a native planting scheme of blackthorn, hawthorn, holly, 

 hazel and dogwood become established. Remove walls after 

 three years and border with a bow-top fence. 

(2) Open the site, but landscape with an intruder-resistant zen 

 garden of big cobbles, broad-set with three or four planting 

 pockets for trees like viburnum silver birch or mountain ash – 
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 native plants that will look good but won’t get too big. Border 

 with bow-top fence. 

(3) Enclose the site with a high-security fence and leave nature to 

 take its course on the site. 

(4) Level the ground, plant with native shrubs and permanently 

 enclose in a high security fence. 

 

Resolved. The Committee will canvass local residents asking which 

option to take Proposed Cllr Anderson seconded Cllr James and 

carried unanimously.  

 

EOS17/146. Broad Parade 

i. Planting 

Flower beds are in need of attention.  Lavender bushes and annuals to 

be planted.  It was noted that there could be some delay due to staff 

sickness/annual leave 

 

ii. Result of investigation into provision of bench 

Although the concept of a retractable bench that could be concealed 

outside of normal sitting times was attractive, there is no opportunity 

to fund, install or power such a device. 

  

EOS17/147. Parish Pavement 

i. Update on work to improve surface 

Councillor S Martin advised the Clerk that a document had been 

recovered from her personal archive which was received by the 

Council in 2011. This document confirmed the land had been adopted 

by Essex Highways ‘as is’ and made it clear that permission would 

have to be obtained should any work be planned. The Contractor 

tasked with doing the work has informed the Clerk that there had be a 

delay in obtaining this permission, so the work would not be starting 

in June as originally planned. The Clerk was asked to copy the 

correspondence with Essex Highways to Essex County Council. 

 

The Clerk reported that a fence had been erected on the site by Essex 

County and the Clerk was liaising with Essex County Highways in order 

to ascertain the situation and avoid possible duplication of work  

 

EOS17/148. Plumberow Play space 

 Application to CIF for renewal of safe play surface – To receive up-

dated quotes. 
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The Clerk is awaiting confirmation from Play Scape that the 2016 price 

would still be valid if the work was commissioned this year. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that the stepping poles had been delivered, but 

staff shortages meant that they could not be installed immediately. 

The Clerk was asked to instruct the Council’s preferred contractor to 

install them as a priority. 

 

Other maintenance problems as identified in the attached site report 

noted for action 

 

EOS17/149. To consider repairs to the Council’s footway between 8 and 10 High 

  Road. 

Following the installation of a new garden wall, the surface of the 

footway is in poor repair. The Clerk was asked to get prices for safe 

and minimal maintenance to that footway.  

 

EOS17/150. Salt Bag Partnership 

 To consider participation in the distribution of salt bags for 2017 -18. 

The Clerk confirmed that the supply issued in 2014-15 was still in 

storage and still usable, therefore there was no need to apply for a 

fresh delivery. 

 

EOS17/151. Update on antisocial behaviour throughout Hockley and response to 

  Council’s letter to Police and Crime Commissioner. 

The Clerk confirmed that a positive response had been received and 

was arranging a date that would allow residents and interested 

parties to meet the Commissioner. 

 

EOS17/152. Centenary footpath leaflet 

No developments this month, the matter is closed. 

EOS17/153. Footpaths  

i. To consider compilation of small footpath leaflet 

(Deferred from previous meeting EOS17/132) 

As the document is available for download from the Parish Council 

website, the Committee did not wish to pursue the creation of a 

paper leaflet.   

 

Concerned that the existing leaflet might require updating, Cllr Vingoe 

agreed to review it and report back to next meeting. 
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ii. To receive footpath report 

 Cllr Hazlewood reported that two new plastic fingerposts had been 

 installed and one concrete post reinstated on FP10 and the railway 

 line bridge and path had been cleared of vegetation. He had made a 

 temporary repair of the fingerpost on FP5 by fixing it to another post 

 with cable ties. He had litter-picked FP2 and the perimeter of Hockley 

 Woods.  

 

The bridge handrail at FP12 has broken and grass needs to be 

removed from FP13 as there is no access. The landowner responsible 

for FP23 has cleared the overgrowth following a reminder. 

 

 

EOS17/154. Street lighting 

The Clerk advised the Committee that the current year’s supply of LED 

 upgrades have been installed on, and around Broad Parade.  

 

EOS17/155. Items for next agenda 

Spraying gulleys. 

Barrier at woodland. 

Budgets 

5 year plan 

 

EOS17/156. Date of next meeting, Monday 7th August 2017 


