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______________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes from the online Festive Lights Sub Committee meeting held on Tuesday 21st July 2020 
at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. B. Thorogood  
 
 Councillors: Cllr. M. Anderson Cllr. S. James  
  Cllr. S. Martin Cllr. V. Randall  
   
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
        
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
FL20/9 Apologies for Absence  
 
 No apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. S. Chelmsford. 
 
FL20/10 Minutes 
 
 RESOLVED the minutes from the Festive Lights Sub Committee meeting held on 

1st June 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman after 
the meeting. 

 
FL20/11 Declarations of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
FL20/12 Public Participation Session  
 
 None present. 
 
FL20/13 Festive Lighting 

 
 The Clerk had met with the new head of festive lighting at Aylesford Electrical for a 
site visit, social distancing was observed.  Confirmation had been received that the 
installers of the lights remain the same as previous years. 

 
FL20/14 Festive Celebrations 
 
 As the street event had been cancelled due to COVID-19, members considered 

whether alternative arrangements could be made that complied with the social 
distancing guidelines set out by the Government.  It was noted that the guidelines 
were evolving and that the Council could be working to different advice later in the 
year.  Members felt it was imperative that the health and safety of the residents, 
members and staff was a priority when considering alternative ideas. 

 
 Consideration was given to a calendar competition where local children design a 

piece of artwork to a specific theme, the twelve winning entries would be used in a 
calendar which could be sold to raise money for a local charity.  It was felt that this 
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idea would be better suited in the new year to allow time for the idea to be 
publicised and the children to create their artwork.  It was suggested that this take 
place in summer 2021 for sale in November/December of 2021. 

 
 Alternative arrangements for the Christmas colouring competition were 

considered, entries could be displayed in a shop window.  The following process 
was considered to ensure social distancing: 

 
1. A box to be left with each school where children could deposit their entries 
2. A member of the Parish Council collect the boxes a week before the 28th 

November 2020 (lights switch on date) and sort into relevant categories 
3. The entries be displayed in the shop windows 
4. The entries are judged from the pavement outside the shop  
5. Winners contacted and publicised on the Councils website and Facebook 

page  
 
The Rotary club had confirmed that they would be willing to supply Santa and his 
sleigh with snowmen (who would be collecting donations for charity) whilst 
following social distancing guidelines.  This meant that, if present advice remained 
in place, he would not be able to see children individually as in previous years and 
would not be able to distribute presents.  This could be reviewed nearer the time if 
the advice from the Government changed. 
 
There was an in depth discussion regarding positioning Santa and his sleigh whilst 
ensuring the health and safety to all.  This included ensuring social distancing for 
those wishing to see Santa and those who were shopping nearby.  It was felt that 
a larger location was required to allow a one way system that conformed to social 
distancing which also allowed space between those wishing to see Santa and 
passers-by.  It was felt that Santa could visit for a limited time during the afternoon 
of the 28th November 2020.  
 
Members also suggested that, if a suitable place for Santa and his sleigh could not 
be found, the Committee could consider having Santa sat without his sleigh but 
still observing social distancing. 
 
RESOLVED that  
 
(a) a calendar competition take place during the summer of 2021; winning 

entries would be inserted into the calendar which would be sold in 
November/December 2021 with proceeds going to a charity of the Parish 
Council’s choice; 

 
(b) the Christmas colouring competition take place with entries being displayed 

in a shop window (to be confirmed) and the head of art at Greensward 
Academy be invited to judge the competition; 

 
(c) the Clerk investigate larger spaces within the Spa Road area for placing 

Santa and his sleigh which would allow social distancing for all. 
 

FL20/15 Date of future meetings 
 

 The next meeting of the Festive Lights Sub Committee is scheduled for Tuesday 
8th September 2020.   

 
 



 The meeting closed at 8.47pm 
 
 
 
 Signed:         
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          
 


