
HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the online Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 6th July 2020 at 
7.30pm. 
 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. L. Vingoe  
 
 Councillors:  Cllr. N. Boxall Cllr. B. Hazlewood 
   Cllr. S. James Cllr. B. Thorogood 
 
 Visiting Councillors: Cllr. S. Martin 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
 District Councillor:  Adrian Eves 
 
 Members of the public: Four 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 
EOS20/1 Apologies for Absence  
 
 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. B. O’Shea. 
 
 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 
 
EOS20/2 Minutes 
 
 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on 

2nd March 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 
after the meeting. 

 

EOS20/3 Progress Report 

 

EOS18/64 Licences for street furniture. 
Queries forwarded to Essex County Council; tree species 
to be confirmed. 

EOS18/92 Allotments site visit 
Numerous requests for a site visit, awaiting developer. 

EOS18/29(a) Fire retardant bin be purchased for Plumberow Mount 
Awaiting purchase of 2 additional bins before all three 
bins were installed.  The bins had risen in price from £319 
each to £349 each.  Two bases had been made from a 
local fabricator at cost of £270. 

EOS19/28 Footpath claim from Plumberow Mount to footpath 13 
Progress delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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EOS19/44(b) RoSPA findings 
The Rangers were working through the report 

EOS19/44(a) Wooden play equipment at Plumberow Mount 
The equipment had been removed; members thanked the 
Rangers. 

EOS19/74 New play equipment 
The schools would need to be involved in selecting the 
equipment which had not been possible due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

EOS19/72 Enclosed Dog Area 
The Open Spaces Manager confirmed that dog areas 
directly violate Rochford District Council's byelaws, 
however once the byelaws had been updated, they may 
be in a position to consider the request 

EOS19/73 Green Gym 
Rochford District Council would be willing to look at 
installing the equipment in Hockley Woods but could not 
provide funding. 

 

EOS20/4 Declarations of Interests 
 

 None. 

 

EOS20/5 Public Participation 

 

 A resident of Pond Chase confirmed that Persimmon were still working onsite 

and that there were plans to transfer the management of the site to a 

management company.  Clarification was requested as to what the Parish 

Council would be responsible for within the allotment lease and whether the 

allotments would be fenced off.  There were concerns that the parking spaces 

provided with the allotments were being used be residents due to lack of 

parking. 

 

 The Clerk was asked whether there had been a rise in request for allotments 

during the COVID-19 pandemic as this was being reported elsewhere in the 

country.  There had not been an increase in requests for Hockley. 

 

EOS20/6 Folly Grove Allotment Site 

 

 Persimmon Homes’ solicitor were awaiting instruction and had advised that 

there had been a delay due to funding restrictions.  Persimmon were also 

considering adding tarmac to the parking spaces that formed part of the lease. 

 

 A request had been received to install a memorial bench on the site at the 

request of the family of the late Cllr. Tim Gleadall. 

 

 RESOLVED that the request to install a bench on site in memory of the late 

Cllr. Tim Gleadall be approved. 



EOS20/7 Budgets 

 

 Members considered the budget, it was noted that spending was low. 

 

EOS20/8 Committee Responsibilities 

 

 Members received an update from the grounds maintenance contractor.  It 

was noted that Marylands Nature Reserve had been heavily used during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, as a result the wooden surrounds on the pathways had 

been damaged and would need repairing. 

 

 The open spaces report was received, the new Ranger had started work on 1st 

June 2020. 

 

 It was noted that the following a 90 day consultation with the local authority, 

the BT phone box at Apex Corner was to be removed.  The Parish Council 

had not been consulted and therefore had not submitted any comments to BT.   

 

 There had been a huge increase in litter in the parish during the pandemic; the 

lack of a litter bin in Plumberow Avenue between Apex Corner and Hockley 

Clinic, Spa Road had been reported to Rochford District Council who agreed 

to make extra visits to clear litter. 

 

 The Chairman had received reports regarding overhanging branches from the 

Nature Reserve into a resident’s garden, which had subsequently been 

removed by the Rangers.  Residents were concerned about works being 

carried out on the land to the rear of Merryfields Avenue.  The Tree Officer at 

Rochford District Council had confirmed that there were no trees with Tree 

Preservation Orders on the site and consent had been given for the work to 

continue under license for 10 years. 

 

EOS20/9 Marylands Nature Reserve 

 

 Members discussed installing signage at the Nature Reserve following 

problems with cycling, dogs off leads and litter.  It was noted that there were 

similar problems on the local footpaths.   

 

 RESOLVED that signage should not be installed in the Nature Reserve. 

 

EOS20/10 Play areas 

 

 The Parish Council play areas had been closed since 23rd March 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Government had announced that play areas 

could re-open from 4th July 2020 if the Council was satisfied that it could do so 

safely. 

 

 The Clerk had attended a webinar which detailed the requirement for a site 

specific COVID-19 risk assessment for the play areas and the measures that 

could be put in place.  Some of the measures such as booking systems and 



regular cleaning would not be practical for the Parish Council to implement. 

 

 There was some confusion regarding the Rochford District Council owned play 

areas as the website stated that they were open.  However, they appeared to 

be locked.  There was concern that should the Parish Council open the play 

areas too early, the residents would be put at risk.  It was felt that the Parish 

Council should observe the reopening of the District Council sites to assist 

with the reopening of the Parish Council’s areas. 

 

 RESOLVED that the play areas remain closed at present and the reopening of 

the play areas and associated risk assessments be considered at the Full 

Council meeting on 27th July 2020. 

 

EOS20/11 Street Lights 

 

 The list of works carried out by the contractors was to be actioned. 

 

EOS20/12 Footpaths 

 

 There were trees down on footpaths 11 and 12, a sign was missing on 

footpath 13.  This had been reported to the Rangers.   

 

EOS20/13 Trees 

 

 The update had been received earlier in the meeting, minute EOS20/8 refers. 

 

EOS20/14 Date of Future Meetings 

 

The next meeting of the Environment Committee is Monday 7th September 2020 
at 7.30pm. 

 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.59pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 


