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Minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 1st July 2019 at 7.30pm at the 
Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. L. Vingoe  
 
 Councillors: Cllr. N. Boxall Cllr. B. Hazlewood   
  Cllr. B. O’Shea Cllr. B. Thorogood 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
 Members of the public: Three 
 
 
EOS19/1 Election of Committee Chairman 
 
 Cllr. L. Vingoe was nominated as Chairman of the Committee. 
 
 RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Vingoe be elected as Chairman of the Environment 

Committee for the ensuing municipal year. 
 
 Cllr. L. Vingoe thanked members for their support. 
 
EOS/19/2 Apologies for Absence  
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. T. Gleadall. 
 
 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 
 
EOS19/3 Minutes 
 
 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on 

1s April 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
EOS19/4 Progress Report 
 

EOS18/64 Pavement Planters and licences for street furniture Queries 
from Essex County Council had been responded to, response 
awaited 

EOS18/65 Retaining edging on the embankment at Plumberow Avenue 
and Spa Road Wood ordered, expected completion August 
2019 

EOS18/66(i) Footpath 13 The farmer was reluctant to allow access to the 
footpath from Marylands Nature Reserve at this time.   

EOS18/66(ii) Footpath 15 & 38 Completed 

EOS18/69 (i) Edging and planters at Broad Parade Expected installation by 
28.6.19, planting expected week commencing 1.7.19 



EOS18/92 Visit to allotment site Awaiting date from developer 

 There was a general discussion regarding the proposed footpath from 
Plumberow Mount/Avenue to footpath 13.  Cllrs. Vingoe and Hazlewood wood 
meet with the Clerk to discuss before it is added to the next Committee 
agenda. 

 
EOS19/5 Declarations of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
EOS19/6 Public Participation Session 
 
 A member of the public would like the Council to consider printing its 

newsletter on recycled paper instead of glossy paper. 
 
 There was a comment that the allotments had not been included in the budget; 

the member of the pubic was advised that funding had been earmarked for the 
project. 

 
EOS19/7 Folly Grove Allotment Site 
 
 Consideration was given to the questions raised by the Parish Council’s 

solicitor with respect to the site and the information in the lease. 
 
 RESOLVED that the Committee RECOMMEND that the Parish Council 

approve the lease once the queries raised by the solicitor had been 
implemented into the lease.   

 
EOS19/8 Open Spaces Reports 
 

(a)   Plumberow Mount and Open Space (Cllr. L. Vingoe) 
Report received. 
 

(b)   Marylands Nature Reserve (Cllr. L. Vingoe) 
Report received. 
 

(c)   St Peter’s Road (Cllr. B. Hazlewood) 
Report received. 

 
(d)   Rosslyn Road (Cllr. L. Vingoe) 

Report received. 
 

Cllr Vingoe reported on sites she had visited prior to the meeting: 
 

Broad Parade 
Spa Road 
St Peter’s Road 

  
No other reports were received. 

  
 



The Committee discussed the report system and felt that the regular 
inspection of the sites should in future be carried out by the Council Rangers. 

 
EOS19/9 Committee Budgets 
 
 Members reviewed the Committee budgets; it was noted that there may not be 

sufficient funding for footpath maintenance.  Members were reminded of the 
importance of advanced planning for the annual precept. 

 
EOS19/10 Footpaths 
 
 A report was received from Cllr. Hazlewood; works required were passed to 

the Clerk. 
 
 Consideration was given to a request had been received from a landowner to 

install a kissing gate at Crabtree Wood and the railway line as there had been 
some issues with cyclists. 

 
 RESOLVED that the landowner be informed that the issues with cyclists on 

footpaths should be reported directly to Essex County Council. 
 
EOS19/11 Plumberow Avenue 
 
 The Committee were informed that the cost of the works required to the road 

was £518.31; this was to grind the concrete surfaces down so that they were 
flush and to apply fresh tarmac on top.  The price also included a ‘SLOW; road 
marking and marking the speed humps with reflective paint.  The works were 
expected to last for 7 – 10 years.   This brought the total expenditure to 
£1009.55 which had already been agreed by EOS18/44.  Works would take 
place once the tarmac had been arranged. 

 

EOS19/12 Litter Bins 
 
 Quotations had been provided for a new litter bin by the memorial bench at 

Plumberow Mount.  It was not clear whether the bins were fire retardant. 
 
 RESOLVED that the quotations be considered at the next meeting of the 

Committee once investigations had been carried out as to whether the bins 
were fire retardant. 

 

Clr. B. O’Shea left the meeting, 9.12pm 
 

EOS19/13 Trees 
 
 Consideration was given to three quotations to undertake a tree survey and 

provide a report on the findings. 
 
 Members considered whether to apply for free tree packs from the Woodland 

Trust.  It was suggested that tree planting could be included in the Parish 



Council’s responses to planning applications. 
 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   Essex County Council be instructed to carry out the tree survey at a cost 
of £700.00 plus VAT; 
 

(b)   tree packs would not be applied for at this time. 
 
EOS19/14 Flood Alleviation Scheme – Marylands Nature Reserve 
 
 A letter had been received from Essex County Council regarding flooding in 

the Nature Reserve.  It was noted that the County Council believed the Parish 
Council to be the riparian landowner and responsible for the whole of the ditch 
from the playing field to the wooden bridge in the nature reserve.  However, 
the Council was only responsible for approximately ten feet of land from the 
wooden bridge to the Parish Council’s northern boundary posts - the 
landowner for the remainder of the land being unknown. 

 
 The County Council had arranged for a small working party to clear the ditch 

as a one off during mud July. 
 
 RESOLVED that the Clerk reiterate to the County Council that the Parish 

Council are only responsible for a small portion of the land and will only 
maintain the ditch on the land for which the Council is responsible for.  

 
EOS19/15 Play Areas 
 
 Following the RoSPA report, some minor works were required to some pieces 

of play equipment.  A quotation from the play equipment provider was 
considered for a variety of small parts. 

 
 RESOLVED that the quotation from Wicksteed for £80.26 ex VAT be 

approved. 
 
EOS19/16 Grounds maintenance contract 
 
 The contract was reviewed and it was noted that the contractor was required 

to provide the Parish Council with regular reports on progress/work to date. 
 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   the Clerk create a template sheet for the contractor to complete showing 
works to date as per the contract; 

 
(b)   the Clerk review the contract to confirm that the Council are complying 

with its contractual obligations. 
 
 



EOS19/17 Beehives 
 
 A suggestion that the Parish Council provide beehives had arisen from a 

discussion on the Hockley Facebook page.  A far reaching report compiled by 
the Chairman was received and discussed in depth.  However members were 
concerned that the proposal was not viable as the responsibilities and risk to 
both the public and bees being too high. 

 
 RESOLVED that the Parish Council do not provide a beehive in the parish. 
 
EOS19/18 Items for the next agenda 
 
 To consider budget requirement for 2020/21 
 To receive an update on the grounds maintenance contract 
 To review the responsibilities of the Environment Committee that are not part 

of the grounds maintenance contract. 
 
EOS19/19 Date of next meeting 

 
The next meeting of the Environment Committee is on Monday 2nd September 
2019.  

 
 The meeting closed at 9.50pm 
 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 


