
HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
          The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 

          Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 
 Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 

______________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 8th July 2019 at 8:12pm at 
the Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors: Cllr. M Anderson  Cllr. R. Martin Cllr. P. Meacham 

Cllr. V. Randall Cllr. B. Thorogood 
   
 
 District Councillor:  Adrian Eves 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
    
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
COM19/1 Election of Committee Chairman 
 
 Cllr. S. Martin was nominated as Chairman of the Committee. 
 
 RESOLVED that Cllr. S. Martin be elected as Chairman of the Communities 

Committee for the ensuing municipal year. 
 
COM19/2 Apologies for absence 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. T. Gleadall and S. James. 
 
 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 
 
COM19/3 Minutes 
 
 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held 

on 7th May 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
COM19/4 Progress Report 
 

COM18/109 Honours Board  
Costings being sourced. 

COM18/110 J9 Initiative   
Training would be arranged in the summer of 2019. 

COM18/125(c) Fire Alarm for the office  
Fire Risk Assessment had been carried out, confirmation had 
been received that an alarm was not required in the office. 

COM18/136 Community Survey 
Survey under construction. 

 



COM19/5 Declarations of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
COM19/6 Public Participation Session 
 
 None present. 
 
Further to Standing Order 1a, the order of business was changed. 
 
COM19/7 Southend Road Toilets 
 
 The Committee had asked for the Clerk and Cllr. P. Meacham to meet with the 

Assistant Director for Environment to discuss the lease and the Parish 
Council’s requirement for a two way break clause over 10 years.  Following 
the meeting, a revised lease was received which detailed a one way break 
clause in the District Council’s favour.  The District Council had advised that 
the Parish Council could have a 5 year lease with a one way break clause.  
District Councillor, Adrian Eves confirmed that the two areas that the District 
Council were concerned about were the length of the lease and the dual break 
clause.  He had asked that the item be discussed by the District Council’s 
Investment Board. 

 
 Members discussed the options and how this could be progressed. 
 
 RESOLVED that the Committee RECOMMEND to the Parish Council that a 

10 year lease with no break clause be approved which would include a full 
refurbishment of the toilets carried out by the District Council. 

 
COM19/8 Festive Lights Sub-Committee 
 

The minutes from the Sub Committee meeting were received; consideration 
was given to taking part in the Christmas tree competition that would be 
running at Bramerton Church on 30th November and 1st December 2019. 
 
RESOLVED that 

 
(a)   the minutes from the Festive Lights Sub-Committee meeting held on 3rd 

June 2019 be noted; 
 

(b)   the Parish Council enter the Christmas tree competition at Bramerton 
Church. 

 
COM19/9 Parish Hall 
 
 A report was received from the Hall Manager; another block booking could be 

lost shortly.  Decorating would take place during late July/August.  There was 
a discussion on commemorating VE Day in 2020. 

 



 RESOLVED that VE Day celebrations be added to the next meeting of the 
Committee. 

 
COM19/10 Broad Parade 
 
 The Clerk had made contact with Rontec regarding the proposal to install a 

defibrillator on the wall of the Esso garage at Broad Parade, a response was 
awaited.  Members discussed how this project could be taken forward should 
permission be granted. 

 
 Following reports of anti-social behaviour, the Committee considered funding 

Community Special Constables, the following information was provided: 
 

   Special Constables were volunteer Police Officers with the same powers 
of arrest. 

   There were 500 Special Constables in Essex, 34 Parish Councils had 
joined the scheme. 

   The Officers were asked to work a minimum of 16 hours per month 
though this could be more depending on the individual, the Parish 
Council could not dictate the hours. 

   The person would not be employed but was paid a duty allowance for 
food, drinks and mileage from their place of residence to the Police 
station that they were based at.  The maximum allowance/mileage had 
been calculated at £1000.00 per annum. 

   The recruitment and training process could take from 3 months – 24 
months depending on the individual. 

   The Special Constable would be based in the parish but could be 
deployed anywhere in a major emergency. 

 
 RESOLVED that 
 

(a)   if permission was granted from Rontec to install a defibrillator at the Esso 
garage at Broad Parade, the Clerk be authorised to apply for a grant for 
the equipment; 

 
(b)  the Parish Council invest in 3 Special Constables for Hockley. 

 
COM19/11 Discover 2020 
 
 A report was received regarding arrangements for the event.  
 
COM19/12 Community Engagement 
 
 Arrangements for Wild Woods Day on Saturday 20th July 2019 were 

confirmed, members considered whether to purchase promotional materials 
that could be given away at events in order to raise the profile of the Parish 
Council.  This included personalised pencils and a feather banner flag. 

 
  



It was noted that member name badges needed updating as the logo and 
member photos were out of date.  There had been some concerns with 
comments made on social media by members and that these could be 
detrimental to the good will that the Council had with community groups; it was 
confirmed that all communications should be referred to the Clerk for 
publication.  It was noted that the Council Facebook page was growing in 
popularity and that interaction with residents via the page was moderated. 

 
 A meeting regarding the heritage scheme would take place shortly, the budget 

for this project had been allocated previously.  Members were advised that 
planning permission may be required for the plaques. 

 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   the Parish Council purchase 1000 personalised pencils from Recognition 
Express; 
 

(b)   a feather banner flag with the text ‘Hockley Parish Council’ and the 
Council logo be purchased; 

 
(c)   the authorised spend for promotional materials be up to £400.00; 

 
(d)   a suitable design for member identification badges be considered at the 

next meeting of the Committee; 
 

(e)   the Parish Council Communication and Social Media Policy be reissued 
to all members. 

 
COM19/13 Massive Project 
 
 An email had been received from a trustee of the Massive Project advising 

that the numbers had been reducing and that there was not sufficient income 
to continue to run the youth facility. 

 
 RESOLVED that 
 

(a)   Cllrs. M. Anderson and V. Randall step down as Parish Council 
representatives on the Massive Project; 
 

(b)   an email be sent to the Chairman of the Massive Project Committee 
expressing the Parish Council’s regret and sadness that the facility could 
face closure especially after all the hard work from the founders. 

 
COM19/14 Sponsorship of Floral Displays and Plaques 
 
 It was noted that metal plaques may not be best for the floral displays as they 

could be stolen or rust over time.  It was suggested that plaques of a similar 
design to the heritage scheme plaques be used. 

 



  
The plaque by the memorial tree in Main Road needed replacing, it was 
suggested that the same design as the heritage plaques could be used. 

 
Cllr. P. Meacham left the meeting, 9.31pm 
 
 A draft policy for sponsorship of the floral displays was considered, it was 

noted that the planters outside Wells Solicitors would remain as Parish Council 
planters and would not be offered for sponsorship. 

 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   the plaques for sponsorship of planters be the same design as the 
heritage plaques and the same size as the current plaques on lamp 
posts; 

 
(b)   the following text be approved for the sponsorship plaques: 

Sponsored by [name] 
Maintained by Hockley Parish Council 

 
(c)   the sponsorship plaques be placed on the side of the planters; 
 
(d)   a new plaque be purchased for the memorial tree in Main Road with the 

same design as the heritage plaques.  Expenditure for the plaque be 
allocated to the street scene, general maintenance budget up to a value 
of £100.00; 

 
(e)   the draft policy for the sponsorship of floral displays be approved. 

 
COM19/15 Consultations 
 
 RESOLVED that the following comments be submitted to Essex County 

Council regarding the proposed changes to the use of Concessionary Bus 
Passes on Park and Ride services: 

 
 The exclusion of Park and Ride passes will not give Essex County Council a 

huge return and deciding to cease using its discretionary powers to include 
park and ride concessionary passes within the scheme appears to be another 
unnecessary move against the older population in addition to reductions in 
other services. 

 
COM1916 Commemoration of the Armed Forces 
  
 Members discussed ways in which the Parish Council could commemorate 

Armed Forces Day. 
 
Cllr. P. Meacham returned to the meeting, 9.37pm 
 
 RESOLVED that the Union Jack be flown on Armed Forces Day with posters 



of the official flag displayed in the Parish Hall.  
 
COM19/17 Date of next meeting 

 
The next meeting of the Communities Committee will be Monday 9th 
September 2019.  
 

COM19/18 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
 RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded for the remainder of the 

meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, s.1 due to the confidential nature of the business to be considered. 

 
COM19/19 Parish Hall Review 
 
 The working group had carried out the feasibility study for the Parish Hall and 

reported their findings.  Members discussed the options presented and further 
investigations that would be required pending the approval of Full Council. 

 
 RESOLVED that  
 

(a)   option 3 of the report be RECOMMENDED to the Parish Council meeting 
on 22nd July 2019; 

 
(b)   a working group be set up to create a project plan for the approved 

outcome and report the findings back to the September Committee 
meeting; 

 
(c)   Cllrs. S. Martin, V. Randall and the Clerk be appointed onto the working 

group, with the assistance of Cllr. Meacham when required. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 10.08pm 
 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:           


