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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Communities Committee Members: Cllrs S Martin (Chairman), M Anderson,  
M Carter, T Carter, T Gleadall, S James, R Martin, P Meacham, V Randall, L Vingoe 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING  
HELD ON MONDAY 3rd July 2017 AT THE OLD FIRE STATION 

 
 

COM17/43 To elect a Chairman for 2017/18 
One nomination was received.  
Resolved: Cllr S Martin was proposed by Cllr Randall and seconded Cllr Gleadall. There 
being no other nominations, Cllr S Martin was elected unopposed. 
 

COM17/44 To elect a Vice Chairman for 2017/18  
Deferred to the next meeting. 
 

COM17/45 Those present and apologies for absence. 

 Chairman    Cllr S Martin. 

  Present    Cllrs Anderson, Gleadall, James, R Martin & Randall. 

  Apologies   Cllrs M Carter, T Carter, Vingoe 
  Non Attending: Cllr Meacham 

Also present The Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Cllrs Maddocks & Boxall,  

 County Cllr. C Weston;  District Cllrs Sperring and Eves and Marcus 
Hotten Environment Director Rochford DC. One member of the public 
and a representative of the Public Toilets Advisory Group. 

 

  Resolved: Apologies were accepted from Cllrs M Carter, T Carter, and   
  Vingoe.  Proposed Cllr Randall seconded Cllr James and carried unanimously. 

 

COM17/46 Declarations of Interest. 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 

COM17/47 To agree the minutes of the meeting held 2nd May 2017 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held 2nd May 2017 were accepted as a true 

record.   Proposed Cllr S Martin seconded Cllr Gleadall. Unanimously agreed 
 

COM17/48 Public Participation.  
   A resident enquired about the Council’s response to the neighbourhood planning  
   questionnaire and was advised this was a survey for parish councils to complete. 
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COM17/49 To receive a report from Marcus Hotten RDC Environment Director and  
  District Cllr Dave Sperring Portfolio Holder for Environment re shared  
  facilities.  

Marcus Hotten reported that neighbouring parishes had already expressed an interest 
in adopting their toilets. ECC are considering developing the site and have proposals to 
take-over the whole library and toilet site. If the plan went ahead ECC would require a 
partner to manage the toilets once built. If there was no interest in managing the 
facility then there would be no toilets included in the plans. There is no clear 
timescale, and there is no indication of what the development would be, but the RDC 
would keep the existing facilities open until the development commenced provided  
Hockley Parish Council had expressed an intention to take on maintenance of the 
toilets and the ECC timescale was reasonable. 
Action: Noted 
 

Agenda Items 17/52 and 17/50 (e) were bought forward for consideration to enable Cllrs Sperring, 
Eaves and Marcus Hotten and Cllr Maddocks to leave the meeting for other commitments. 
 
COM17/50 Clerk’s Report.  

a) Permissions for concealed entrance signs in Church Road.  
A concealed entrance sign is available for £120, installation would cost £100 -£150 
depending on the choice of pole and availability of land. As yet, no approach has been 
made to residents to identify a volunteer to host the sign.     Cllr Weston reported she 
has met with residents, along Cllr Maddocks, and traffic management of the roads in 
question are to be reviewed.  This item will therefore be deferred pending further 
developments.    

b) Progress on the plans and contract for development at the Parish Hall 
The Clerk reported that the plans have been received and are available for publication 
on Contract Finder.  It is not feasible to commission the work for the summer holidays. 
However, the Committee advised the clerk that the existing buildings should be 
demolished now by a specialist contractor in preparation for the redevelopment. 
Outdoor storage would be purchased for the toy store and alternative accommodation 
would be provided for the bulky council items currently in storage.   

c) Installation of door security camera in the office 
The camera doorbell has been installed.  

d) Memorial Plaque for bench outside library 
The plaque has been purchased and paid for by Mrs Connell. It will be installed by the 
Rangers in July. 

e) Community Protection Officers  
Marcus Hotten advised the council that options are being considered and a letter is to 
go out in the next 4-6 weeks to parishes.  

f) Report from the Assistant Clerk on installation of a defibrillator unit.  
The Grant application has been submitted. 

g) Completion of Neighbourhood Planning Questionnaire from EALC.  
The questionnaire was completed giving a guarded but negative response 
   

COM17/51 To note minutes from the Festive Lights Sub Committee. 
The minutes were noted. 

COM17/52 To recommend the Parish Council’s future actions on the public toilets in Hockley. 
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  Following the presentation from Marcus Hotten, the committee was generally in  
  favour of working with ECC to shape the development of a new facility which would 
  include a public toilet although it was not clear what the development involved.  
  Members recommended that the Clerk writes to RDC with an expression of  
  interest in maintaining the toilets setting out our conditions if the facilities were  
  incorporated in a larger proposal to redevelop the whole site.  It was further  
  understood that the parish council would be involved in any consultation.  
  Proposed Cllr James seconded Cllr Anderson and carried unanimously. 
 

Resolved: The Committee agreed that Hockley Parish Council would express an 
interest in the maintenance of public toilets in Hockley as part of a larger development 
proposal from ECC subject to certain conditions which would be set out in a letter of 
interest to be sent to Rochford District Council.    
Action: Clerk to write to RDC 
 

COM17/53 To review use and condition of Parish Notice Boards 
It was noted that the interior of the boards was ageing and difficult to use. Committee 
will consider the value of the notice boards at a later meeting.   
Action: The Clerk to get a price for upgrading the internal boards to metal and 
magnets. 
 

COM17/54 To consider forming a group of councillors and community volunteers to work on 
    the general appearance of Hockley’s public areas.   

The committee will form a working group with Cllrs S Martin and James to liaise with 
the interested residents and agree what can be done. 
 

COM17/55 To consider lobbying ECC for parish councils to be local agents for the removal of fly        
posting.  This was raised at the recent Larger Local Council Forum. Cllr R Martin to talk 
to raise this with RHALC and County Cllr Weston is to follow this up. 
 

COM17/56 Submission to EALC re Vaughton’s Council of the Year 2017 (agreed under COM 17/24) 
The entry form will be completed by Cllr S Martin and submitted through the office by 26th 
July.  As the award is now evaluated through the website, members were reminded that 
information on our recent community projects should be published on the site.  
 

COM17/57 To consider budget requirements for 2018/19  
  The Committee requested that initial provision for the following be made in the 2018/19 
  budget. 

Festive lights      26k 
Newsletter      5k 
Public toilets      12k from 2020 
Redevelopment of the hall & maintenance costs  50k 
Defibrillator      1k 
Heritage Trail      5k 
Events        To be advised 

 
COM17/58 To note Reports received from Working and Community Groups and consider any  

  actions required.  
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a. Art Trail Working Group Event 1st July to 8th July  
Essex Summer of Art Launch at Burnham on Crouch(Cllrs Gleadall, Randall & S Martin)    
The Chairman of the Council and Working Group members attended the launch.  Cllr 
Gleadall reported the trail had started this week and new enquiries had been received from 
potential venues and artists for next year.  Cllr S Martin and Kate Smiles, Asst Clerk were 
thanked for producing the Trail Programmes. Nicola and Tom Finley were thanked for 
holding a children’s art workshop on behalf of The Oddfellows at the Parish Hall.  2 of our 
Artists have been selected by the Head of Art at Greensward Academy to go forward to 
ENAS to represent Hockley at their 10 year anniversary event in 2018.  The Chairman & Vice 
Chairman of RDC have been invited to tour the Trail on Saturday 8th July. 

b. Hall working group. (Cllrs Randall, S Martin, R Martin, Anderson, James) 
Nothing to report. Cllr Randal to arrange a meeting of the Working Group. 

c. Heritage Plaques (Cllrs S Martin, Vingoe with Paul Taylor Mel Bennett)   
Cllr S Martin reported the Panel had made a good start and would be looking into grant 
funding to complete the work. 

d. Newsletter & Website Working Group. (Cllrs S Martin, Vingoe, Anderson & James) 
The new photos of the councillors were noted in the Summer Newsletter and on the 
website. Cllr Chelmsford had volunteered to photograph councillors who missed the first 
sitting.  
It was agreed that the Attendance Chart should include Committee Meetings to give a 
more accurate reflection of attendance.   
Cllr Weston requested space in the newsletter to advertise the fortnightly County 
Councillor surgeries. 

e. Hockley in Bloom. 30
th

July 2017 (Cllrs James, Anderson) 
This item related to the Open Gardens. The parish office has assisted with printing of 
Posters and Programmes which have been printed and are now available for sale. It was 
confirmed that the project was to be independent of the council and the money would 
be managed by the volunteers, not the office. 

f. Wild Woods Day (Cllr S Martin, R Martin & Randall) 
 This was considered to be a worthwhile opportunity to meet residents, with good 
 feedback, some of which we may be able to take forward. 

 

g. Community Poppy Project 2018. (Cllr Randall) 
To start in September. 

 
COM17/59 Items for next agenda 
  Public Toilets 
  Replacement of ID badges with lanyards 
  Budgets 
  Photographs 
 

Date of next meeting Monday 4th  September 2017. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm 


