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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Committee Members: Cllrs Mark Anderson, Tim Gleadall, Shirley James, Roy 

Martin, Sue Martin, Phil Meacham, Veronica Randall, Lesley Vingoe. 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE. 
MONDAY 4th JUL 2016 7.30PM AT THE OLD FIRE STATION 

 
 

COM16/24. Election of Chairman 
There was one nomination for the Office of Chairman; Cllr S Martin 
Resolved: Cllr S Martin was elected unopposed  
Proposed by Cllr V Randall seconded by Cllr Anderson.   

 
COM16/25. Election of Vice-Chairman 

There was one nomination for the Office of Vice Chairman; Cllr M Anderson  
Resolved: Cllr M Anderson was elected unopposed. 
Proposed by Cllr S Martin seconded by Cllr V Randall.   

 
COM16/26. Those present and apologies for absence 

Chairman  Cllr S Martin. 
Present  Cllrs Anderson, Gleadall, James, R Martin, Vingoe,    
  Randall, Meacham 
Also present The Clerk; Cllr M Maddocks and one member of the public. 

 
COM16/27. Declarations of Interest 

 None 
 

COM16/28. To agree the minutes of the 7th March 2016 Meeting. 
Resolved. The minutes of the meeting held on the 7th March 2016 were 
accepted as a true record. Proposed Cllr S Martin seconded Cllr S James. 
 

COM16/29. Public Participation.  
There was one member of the public present who expressed an interest in the 
Local Plan. The matter of weed killer being used on the footway between Gt 
Eastern Road and Spa Road was also raised for investigation by the Clerk. 
 

COM16/30. To note the terms of reference for the committee. 
The Terms of Reference were accepted unchanged. 
 

COM16/31. Clerk’s report 
 

a. Update on installation of new boundary signage.  
Although Highways are concerned about the installation of the signage, they 
have no interest in taking it forward and progress has been slow. A contractor 
has now been found to prepare a Highways approved sign with the legend 
“Welcome to Hockley, Please drive carefully” which will be installed on a 
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Glasdon gateway 183/008 H frame. An order has been placed for the sign and 
the delivery time is to be advised. 
 
 

b. Update on engraving of War Memorial Roll of Honour 
The clerk reported that E. Bedini & Sons have been engaged to add the 
inscription “SMITH Frances Ronald” to the 1939 – 45 Rolls Of Honour. The work 
will be done July –August 2016 at a cost of £190. 
 

COM16/32. To consider the benefits of employing a Community Warden. 
 

The Clerk reported that a Warden would have the power to issue fixed penalty 
notices for fly-posting, graffiti, littering and breaching dog control orders. 
Beyond enforcement, Wardens can be used for community outreach work, 
contract supervision or general community engagement managing projects like 
the art trail, festive lighting or village markets. Following a short discussion, it 
was agreed that there was no clear need for such a role, and it would not be an 
adequate substitute for the recently retired P.C.S.O. 

 
COM16/33. To consider the revised plans for the proposed development of the hall. 

The committee noted the revised plans for a rear extension to the hall and 
considered the merits of developing the site.  
 
Cllr Maddocks informed the Parish Council that Essex County Council had 
commissioned a feasibility study on the replacement of the adjacent Library 
site as a multi-purpose public building. The possibility of working in partnership 
with County Council was considered, but the project was considered to be too 
speculative currently.  
 
Alternative uses for the extension were considered. For example; creating a 
purpose-built office or for improved storage. Further consideration would have 
to be given to the potential uses of the hall and how the community would be 
consulted on their needs. The Hall Working Group would be tasked with 
developing the specification for posting on Contract Finder to ascertain 
estimated costs. 
 
Resolved. The Committee will accept the revised plans for the development of 
additional space at the Parish Hall on the site of the old outbuildings as a basis 
for further discussion and as a framework for indicative prices. Proposed Cllr R 
Martin seconded Cllr Randall and carried unanimously.  

 
COM16/34. To consider ordering a supply of greetings cards for council use picturing 

artwork from the Schools Art Exhibition. 
 It was noted that council should obtain approval from the schools involved if 
 they were to use their artwork. 

 
  Resolved. The Committee approved the proposal and council will purchase 
  cards to the value of £100 following the production of a draft version in the 
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  office. Proposed Cllr S Martin seconded Cllr Meacham and carried   
  unanimously.  

 
 
 

COM16/35. To consider any areas relevant to the new Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group 

  
The proposed date for the Community Engagement Event will be Tuesday 16th 
August with the District Council taking responsibility for organising the event. 
Some of the ideas already presented are development of area around the Old 
Firestation as a public utility area, combining usage from the Public Hall with 
the other facilities, retain the public toilets, and develop some of the footpaths 
to improve links between the different parts of the community, infrastructure 
and parking concerns.  Councillors are asked to forward any ideas and 
suggestions to the Clerk before next Full Council Meeting on 18th July. 

 
COM16/36. Report from Festive Lights subcommittee. 

The Office and Chairman will be preparing the revised Event Management Plan 
for submission to Rochford District Council.  The next meeting will be the 20th 
July 2016.  
 

COM16/37. Updates from working groups 
a. Hall and Premises 

 The report of the last meeting was noted. Cllr Randall is now Chair and the 
 W/G will progress the development plans for the Hall and the installation of a 
 new boiler and a water heater for the kitchen. New tables are required and 
 will be purchased on a rolling basis to replace the damaged ones. Next meeting 
 August 8th  

 
b. Art Trail Working Group 

Cllr Gleadall reported that the trail is currently underway and is being well 
received. Photographs have been taken for publication purposes. 
 
Cllr Gleadall proposed that Hockley Parish Council submit an entry for 
Vaughton’s Council of the Year. The form will be completed by the Working 
Group and submitted through the office. 

 
Resolved. The council will submit an entry for Vaughton’s Council of the Year.  
Proposed Cllr T Gleadall seconded Cllr V Randall and carried unanimously. 
 

c. Open Gardens Working Group 
Cllr James advised that there would be 5 gardens open in Hockley on Sunday 
17th July with any profits being equally shared between the gardens to support 
their chosen charities. The Clerk confirmed that the council’s Public Liability 
Insurance covered the event and no additional steps need be taken.  Additional 
support from councillors would be welcome.  
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d. Newsletter and Website Working Group 
 The summer edition has been distributed and the deadline for the next edition  

will be the end of September for delivery end October. 
 

 
e. Community Resilience Working Group 

i. Update to Emergency Binder 
The Administration Assistant will be asked to update the Emergency 
Binder with current details. Further consideration will be needed to 
ensure that the appropriate councillors are available and fit to use the 
equipment. 
 

ii. Grab bag contents check 
The sterile bandages have no expiry date but are labelled ‘sterile while 
seal is unbroken’. The pack was sampled and the seals were found to be 
intact. As yet none of the councillors have qualified as first-aiders to use 
the equipment. The emergency water and food rations have a best by 
date of 2020. The batteries do not have a best by date but worked 
when installed in the loudhailer. A spare set of eight 1.5v A batteries 
should be purchase every other year starting in 2017. Wind-up torch 
and radio were tested and working correctly. All other items were 
present and serviceable. 
 

Councillors on the Working Groups were thanked for their ongoing work 
 

COM16/38. The next meeting will be on September 5th 2016 
 
 Items for next Agenda:   Budget Bids for 2017/18 

 
Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 


