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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the online Communities Committee meeting held on Monday 
11th  January 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. S. Martin  
 
 Councillors:  Cllr. M. Anderson Cllr. S. James  
   Cllr. P. Meacham Cllr. B. Thorogood 
   Cllr. V. Randall 
 
 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
 Members of the public: None 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures. 
 

COM20/38 Apologies for Absence  

 None. 

COM20/39 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Communities Committee meeting held on 
9th November 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 
after the meeting. 

COM20/40 Progress Report 

COM18/136 
Residents survey 

Assistant Clerk investigating 3 companies that offer 
independent surveys as requested by the Forward 
Plan Committee 

COM19/10(b) 
Special Constables 

Advertising material for publication based on the 'My 
Other Life' format used by the Police had been created 
and would be shared with residents via notice boards, 
website and Facebook. 

COM19/10(a) 
Defibrillator - Esso 
Garage, Broad Parade 

Administrative Assistant was attempting to make 
contact with the Community Heartbeat Trust. 

COM19/53 
Honours Boards 

Signwriting completed, boards to be erected during the 
week commencing 4th January 2021.   

COM19/100(a) 
Sponsorship Plaques 

Parish Council sponsorship plaques had been received 
and would be installed on the baskets located on the 
railings in Spa Road. 
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COM20/34(a) 
Drovers Hill sign 

Sign received, awaiting installation. 

Heritage Plaques Plaques received, awaiting installation.  The plaque for 
The Spa pub would be installed once the pub reopens. 

COM20/41 Declarations of Interests 

 Cllr. B. Thorogood declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8 as she 

belonged to a group that hired the meeting room. 

COM20/42 Public Participation 

 None present. 

COM20/43 Governance, Finance and forward planning 

 Members received the draft Emergency Plan; further information was required 
including confirmation of emergency rest centres and volunteers for each of the 
roles within the plan.  Cllrs. S. Chelmsford, S. Martin and B. Thorogood had 
expressed an interest in volunteering.  The first draft of the Plan would be 
considered by the Full Council where it was hoped further volunteers would be 
found. 

 The Committee budget to 30th November 2020 was received, it was noted that 
the budget had been created in an Excel spreadsheet by Cllr. R. Martin as the 
finance package had been set up before the creation of the Committee. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) the first draft of the Emergency Plan be noted for consideration at the Full 
Council meeting on 25th January 2021; 

(b) the Committee budget to 30th November 2020 be noted.  

COM20/44 Parish Hall 

The report from the Facilities Manager was considered; members discussed 

the options relating to heating the toilets and kitchen area which included 

recommissioning the central heating boiler at an approximate cost of £300.00 

and installing four electric thermostat wall heaters for the toilets and the 

kitchen.  It was noted that there may be other maintenance requirements if the 

central heating boiler was recommissioned. 

There was another boiler onsite which heated the water for the two sinks in the 

kitchen area, this boiler was working properly at present, members noted that 

a combination boiler may need to be considered in the future. 

The Council were paying for the freestanding hot water boiler for drinks, the 

Responsible Financial Officer was looking into the terms of this contract. 

As the country was in another lockdown, the meeting room could not be hired 

at present.  There was still uncertainty as to when hirings could resume and 

whether the Health and Safety Executive will impose amendments to hall 
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capacities due to COVID-19.  This will need to be considered once the current 

restrictions were lifted.  The bookings calendar could therefore not be issued 

until further guidance had been provided and a date for reopening had been 

confirmed. 

One hirer was storing toys onsite which needed to be moved and washed 

before use, though the hirer was not certain whether she would continue with 

the booking.  Members considered allowing the toys to be stored in the rear 

storage room on a short term basis. 

Members discussed different uses for the hall including business use such as 

training and seminars and quiet ‘cubicles’ which could be used for those who 

would continue to work from home but did not want to do so in their own 

house.  It was noted that the Facilities Manager had received enquiries from 

two potential new hirers.  Members agreed that the session times may have to 

be amended to allow thorough cleaning after each hire. 

Following the refurbishment of the meeting room, consideration was given to 

new flooring to finish the project, £5,000 was available in earmarked reserves 

for the project.  Additionally, the Council had received a grant of £1,000 

towards the project and had previously considered the option of Flotex carpet 

tiles.  Further quotations for laminate and vinyl flooring had been investigated 

but obtaining quotations had been troublesome. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) the central heating boiler be reinstated to provide heating to the toilets 

and kitchen area; 

(b) the Clerk be authorised to approve expenditure up to £1,000 for the 

recommissioning of the central heating boiler; 

(c) no further action be taken at present relating to the boiler that provided 

hot water to the sinks in the kitchen; 

(d) the hirer’s toys be moved to the rear storage room as soon as COVID-19 

restrictions allowed.  This would be reviewed at the next meeting of the 

Committee; 

(e) the Facilities Manager direct the advertising material for the meeting 

room towards businesses; 

(f) the Clerk request an extension to the grant from Essex County Council 

following delays in obtaining quotations for the flooring; 

(g) the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman of the 

Committee, to arrange suitable herringbone plank flooring for the 

meeting room up to a value of £5,000 to be completed when possible. 
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COM20/45 Southend Road toilets 

 Rochford District Council had confirmed that the contractors should have 

gained access to the rear of the building to remove the insulation board.  This 

was to be followed with external roof repairs, new soffits and facias, guttering 

and downpipes and external lighting.  The internal works had been completed.  

Weather permitting, the works will be completed at the end of January ready 

for handover.  It was noted that the cleaning contractor had been selected and 

would be ready to fulfil the cleaning specification once the toilets were opened. 

 It was noted that there was no directional signage for the toilets, consideration 

was given to purchasing a sign subject to written approvals. 

 RESOLVED that Farm Signs be instructed to create the directional signage for 

the toilets at a cost of £109.60. 

COM20/46 Community Engagement 

 Members considered the proposals for a new Community Award initiative 

whereby local residents and Councillors nominate others for an award.  The 

four categories suggested were: 

- Volunteer Award 

- Environment Award 

- Business Award 

- School Community Award 

The winners of the awards would receive a glass award and certificate which 

could be awarded at the Annual Parish meeting.  Initial costings for the glass 

awards were £36.74 for 2 awards. 

The events for 2021 were considered however members were mindful that 

there may be limitations on what could be provided depending on COVID-19 

restrictions.  New events were considered including ‘Potty Pots’ competition 

and a walking art and heritage trail.  It was hoped that the Remembrance 

service and festive lights event would be able to take place but was dependent 

on restrictions at that time. 

A monthly update had been created during the pandemic to replace the 

quarterly newsletter, members considered recommencing the newsletter in 

place of the monthly updates. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) funding of £150.00 be taken from the Public Events budget for the glass 

community awards; 

(b) Cllrs. S. Martin and V. Randall draft the relevant documentation required 

for the awards to be considered at the next meeting of the Committee;  



Hockley Parish Council is committed to becoming a council with a brave forward vision to create and maintain a 
vibrant and inclusive community in Hockley 

(c) volunteers for the potential new events to promote community 

engagement be considered at the Full Council meeting on 25th January 

2021; 

(d) the potential new events be considered further at the next meeting of the 

Committee; 

(e) the quarterly newsletter be recommenced in February 2021. 

COM20/47 Facilities and Services 

 The public survey results for the grassed area to the front of the public toilets 

in Southend Road were received.  Cllr. Thorogood had also sent the survey to 

members of the WI, responses were still being received. 

 Quotations for three wheelchairs were considered for the wheelchair loan 

scheme. 

RESOLVED that Standing Order 3(y) be suspended to allow the meeting to continue. 

 The Parish Council flag had been damaged in the wind, members considered 

quotations for double sided flags both hand sewn and digitally printed.  It was 

noted that hand sewn flags were heavier and may not fly in light winds. 

 RESOLVED that 

(a) the item relating to the grassed area to the front of the public toilets in 

Southend Road be deferred to the next meeting of the Committee; 

(b) three wheelchairs be purchased from Amazon at a cost of £110.21 per 

wheelchair; 

(c) Eclipse Flags be instructed to create a double sided digitally printed 

Parish Council flag at a cost of £148.00. 

COM20/48 Items for next agenda 

None 

COM20/49 Date of future meeting 

The next meeting of the Communities Committee is Monday 8th March 2021 at 
7.30pm. 

COM20/50 Exclusion of Press and Public 

 RESOLVED that the Committee exclude the press and public from the remainder 
of the meeting due to confidential business under the Public Bodies (Admissions 
to Meetings) Act 1960, s.1(2).  

COM20/51 Operation London Bridge 

 Consideration was given to the request from Rochford District Council relating to 
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the operation and the assistance required from the Parish Council.  

 RESOLVED that the Parish Council agree to the use of the meeting room and 
area to the front of the Old Fire Station. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 


