All I want for Christmas

Chairman’s Corner Christmas 2013

s we move towards the end of another year, I thought you might like to have some
insight into how the Parish Council works within the community. We purchased a
water bowser this year which our Parish Rangers used to good effect during the summer
to maintain the plant displays. This has given the council a considerable saving and
prompted favourable comments around the village. We also now have a jet wash which
we intend to use to clean up the parish pavements and equipment in the play areas.
The seat at the end of Woodlands Road under the trees is also scheduled for replacement. Our Budget and Precept for 2014/15 is due to be agreed shortly and we would be
pleased to hear from you with any ideas or projects for improving the village which we
may be able to help with. Unfortunately Hockley made the national news over
the August Bank Holiday week-end due to the heavy rainfall. Along
with many other areas in the locality the office and hall suffered
Cllr. Roy Martin (chairman)
severe water damage and our staff worked hard to set up a temporary
base in the Hall. We did, however, manage to get up and running within a day. The office now has to
be completely refurbished and the Parish Hall is undergoing a programme of urgent maintenance.
Christmas is approaching fast, and arrangements are now in place for the Christmas Lights Switch-On
in Hockley. You are invited to come along and enjoy some fun with all the family during the afternoon of
Saturday the 23rd November 2013. We look forward to seeing you there and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
a Peaceful New Year.

A

Regards

Cllr Roy Martin
Chairman of the Council

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS ROUND-UP
Parish Hall and Office – Repairs are being undertaken on the Parish Hall and Office following water damage. The
old outbuildings are to be removed and the garage will be replaced. We are aiming to keep disruption to hall users
to a minimum. Our office is now temporarily situated upstairs in the Parish Hall and staff will be pleased to see you
downstairs if you are unable to get to the first floor.
Grafitti – The police have supplied the Parish Council with a graffiti removal kit which we use on council owned
property. Unfortunately we cannot remove graffiti from private property without the owner’s consent. You can
help us to keep the village clean by reporting defaced property direct to Essex County Council’s Environmental
Department at www.essexhighways.org
Parish Rangers – Following the retirement of our handymen and gardeners earlier in the year the duties have
changed. To reflect the work they now do our grounds staff are to be known as Parish Rangers. You will see them
around Hockley over the next few months renovating the village sign and installing a new seat under the tree at the
end of Woodlands Road.
Hockley Area Action Plan – Hearings have been held with the Inspector to determine whether the Plan submitted
by Rochford District Council is considered to be sound and legal. A representative from the Parish Council was in
attendance and we will keep you advised of any further developments.
Neighbourhood Policing – We would like to extend a welcome to the newly appointed police constable PC Steve
Judd. Steve has expressed a wish to hear from residents and if you have any matters you wish to discuss and he
can be reached on 07710 046161 (Mobile number).
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Hockley & Hawkwell Methodist Church
Main Road, Hockley
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
1st December 10am Toy Service. – Rev Phil Warrey
15th December 6.30pm Carol Service – Rev Phil Warrey
24th December 4pm Christingle Service – Rev Phil Warrey
25th December. 10am Service

St Peter and Paul
Hockley Parish Church
An invitation to celebrate Christmas the traditional way at the ancient and beautiful Parish Church
3pm Sunday, 16th December
Christingle Celebration
6pm Sunday, 23rd December
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
11.30pm Monday, 24th December
Midnight Holy Communion
10am Tuesday, 25th December
Christmas Holy Communion
Celebrant: Father Ken Havey

A warm welcome is extended to all

POLICE MATTERS
IN HOCKLEY

Police Constable Steve Judd (Collar Number 917)
Community Support Officer John VENNER (Collar Number 7403)
Telephone: 101 Ext 490126 · Mobile: 07710 046161
e-mail: HockleyNPT@essex.pnn.police.uk
e-mail: steve.judd@essex.pnn.police.uk
Rayleigh Police Station, High Street, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 7QB
Rayleigh Police Station is open 0800-0000 every day
You can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 · For Neighbourhood Watch call 01268 770519
Find out what is happening in your neighbourhood by visiting the local Neighbourhood Policing Team at
www.essex.police.uk/your area and enter your postcode

Hockley
Neighbourhood Policing Team

CRIMESTOPPERS
0800 555 111

0300 333 4444
non emergency line
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Centenary Walk Footpath 12
Hullbridge and Hockley PCs are working together to reinstate
the damaged walkway on Footpath 12. Work has started and
the bridge is undergoing repairs. Branches above are being
removed awaiting groundwork.

A NEW SIGHT IN HOCKLEY
Council staff watering the plant displays
in Spa Road using our new bowser, which
caused a lot of interest around the village during
the summer.

At The Parish Hall Hockley –
9am to 12 noon
HELD ON THE SECOND
SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
(excluding January)
The Parish Council now run a
new style Village Market at the Old
Fire Station on the second Saturday
of each month with stalls for bread and

cakes, fruit and vegetables, eggs and honey,
preserves, plants, cards, haberdashery
and materials, soft furnishings and
gifts, fresh coffee beans and
specialist teas, good quality brica-bac and a tool sharpening
service. Come along to see what
we have to offer and enjoy a cup of
coffee or tea along with the
opportunity to have a chat with your
Councillors.

Salt Bags – The council has a further supply of salt bags
available for residents to collect for use on roads which are not
treated by the gritters when the winter weather returns. Please
contact the Clerk to arrange collection.

LITHUANIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS HOCKLEY
ASTA SKAISGIRYTĖ LIAUŠKIEN
Father Ken Havey, Chairman of Rochford District Council Cllr Barbara
Wilkins, members of the church, Hockley Parish Councillors and Hockley
Chamber of Trade welcomed the Lithuanian Ambassador to St Peter & St
Paul’s Church. The Ambassador wished to visit the church to see the grave
of ‘Samson’, the strongest man in the world, who has a historic link with
Lithuanian history.
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New Business for Hockley
Ronnie’s has
taken over
from Urban

A welcome
is assured
at the new
hairdressers
in Spa Road

Formerly at
Spa Road,
Clare is now in
Eldon Way
Has taken
over the
former
pottery and
craft shop at
the Foundary
Estate

PLEASE AVOID BRINGING YOUR DOG
TO THE HOCKLEY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
DUE TO CROWDS AND FIREWORKS

This Talking Newspaper (Charity no. 278578) started in
1979 with help from Rayleigh Lions, who also provided
the funds for the initial purchase of equipment.
We know that it’s relatively easy for those with sight problems to access
national and international news simply by switching on the TV or radio. But
it’s not always so easy to find out about local news and events. That’s where
we come in – we make audio recordings for those people who live in our
areas and who may be blind or partially sighted. This is a FREE service.
We have six teams of volunteers. Each month, 2 x Rayleigh & Rochford editions, 2 x Castle Point editions and one monthly magazine are recorded and sent out. The sixth team is our copying and distribution team.
We have our own studio in Rochford on
the site of the old hospital and, in fact,
many of our volunteers were born there.
Each recording team consists of an engineer, 4-5 readers and one editor. The Editor is
responsible for producing a 60 minute programme
using articles from Echo, Standard Recorder, Yellow
Advertiser and any other local papers. The programme content for the newspapers is usually 1 or 2 slightly longer items, medical bulletin, gardening,
sport, book review, letters to editor and short news items, occasionally some
general announcements – we get as much in as possible!! The Monthly
Magazine carries the longer items. Engineers produce a master recording
ready for loading onto the USB sticks and onto our website.
If listeners do not have the equipment on which to play the USB memory
sticks, we can supply a player (pictured) that is portable and easy to operate. It’s specially designed for those with sight problems and is very easy to
use. It works on a rechargeable battery and is therefore completely

portable.

The Rayleigh,
Rochford & Castle Point
Talking Newspaper
for the Blind

The recordings arrive
in ‘Articles for the
Blind’ yellow wallets.
The wallets have
return address labels
and, once the listener
has finished with the memory stick, it can be returned to us in the wallet FREE
of charge.

We have never received public funding and rely on donations, sponsorship, collections, giving presentations, holding Quiz
nights, and general fundraising. Local groups
have always been generous in their support.
We also have a team of volunteers that we
call our ‘Third party’ team. This team produces audio recordings of magazines,
leaflets etc. for Rochford District Council,
Southend Blind Welfare Organisation, Talking
News Federation, South Essex Homes and, more
recently, Southend Hospital’s Audiology Department. We
invoice for our time and this brings in some welcome funds.
But while money is important, what’s even more important to us is that we
get our name out there.
We are happy to come along to talk to groups, social clubs etc. to explain our
service – all it takes is a phone call.
If you know someone who would benefit
from this service, please contact either:
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Kids Fun Pages

SPOT OUR DOG?

Hockley has a Youth Club, did you know?
For more than three years now a small committee has run the youth club on the Eldon Way estate next door to CJ’s bowling,
but it surprises me how many people do not know it is there.
We have an entire first floor of an industrial unit and cater for teenagers between 11 and 17 years. We now have a
membership of over 150 of which we regularly have 40 or so on a Friday night and slightly fewer on a Wednesday night.
Tuesdays are reserved for years 7 & 8 and we open from 7 to 9pm for them, but for the older ones we open 7 to 9.30pm and until 10pm on a Friday night.
The youth club is privately run by the Massive Project charity, which is formed from local residents with the idea of integrating young people into the community more, to combat
unsocial behaviour by teens in the village.
We have all been surprised by the enduring popularity of the club which has regular members from Ashingdon Rochford and Canewdon as well as Hockley and Hawkwell .
My job is to keep the club on track, looking after everything from blocked toilets, tuck shop supplies, and in particular staffing. I am always on the lookout for volunteer staff to help even
if it is only one Friday a month, we have sufficient cover for other nights, but really need to keep open on Fridays as this is the main night when young people want to be out and about.
We also need funds to keep afloat, despite the generosity of Hockley Parish Council, we still need to raise funds . The local WI has taken us on board as their preferred Charity this year,
as did Sainsbury’s local last year, and we raised over £1500 from the June fete in the Car Park run jointly with the Day Centre, 55 plus club. Our outgoings are over £1500 a month, so I am
very grateful to everyone who assists us be it with time or money.
If you fancy a bit of craziness in your life, just now and then, and would like to help out with our really great bunch of members and even more fantastic group of staff , then please give
me a call and I will fill you in on what you can do to help, and become a part of this worthwhile and rewarding community challenge.

Telephone: Malcolm Sewell on 01702 204148
6

web: hockley-essex.gov.uk

keeping kids busy – colour them in
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Hockley Parish Councillors Hockley Parish Councillors
Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Planning, Personnel
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Festive Lights (Chairman)
Special Events

Cllr. Brian O’Shea
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 43 34

Committees: Personnel
Finance, Environmental

Vice Chairman of Parish Council
Committees: Finance (Chairman), Planning
Personnel, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News, Special Events

Cllr. Colin Taylor
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 76 89

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights
Street Lighting and Special Events
Environmental

Cllr. Richard Amner
NORTH WARD
t. 07856 73 53 41

Committees: Environmental, Finance, Personnel
Working Groups: Festive Lights

Cllr. Lesley Vingoe
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 28 29

Committees: Personnel
Environmental

Cllr. Mark Anderson
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 48 79

Committees: Environmental, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Appeals Panel

Cllr. Mike Carter
NORTH WARD
t. 07958 70 70 70

Committees: Planning,
Environmental, Hall Management
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Hockley News

Cllr. Toni Carter
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 56 48

Committees: Planning
Working Groups: Festive Lights
Hockley News

Cllr. Roy Martin
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Veronica Randall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 21 42

Cllr. Steve Chelmsford
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 01 78

Parish Council Staff
Mike Letch

Kate Smiles

PARISH CLERK

ASSISTANT TO CLERK

telephone: 01702 20 77 07
John Harrison
ACCOUNTANT

Clive
Committees: Planning (Chairman)
Finance, Hall Management, Appeals Panel

Grant

Horsnell

Harrison
PARISH RANGERS

Cllr. Tim Gleadall
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 16 88
Cllr. Brian Hazlewood
WEST WARD
t. 01702 20 17 86
Cllr. Shirley James
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 50 50
Cllr. Sue Martin
CENTRAL WARD
t. 01702 20 27 50
Cllr. Phil Meacham
WEST WARD
t. 07005 98 01 28

Nicola O’Riordan Finley

Committees: Personnel (Chairman), Planning
Finance, Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events

HALL MANAGER
telephone: 01702 20 53 40

Committees: Environmental (Chairman)
Finance, Hall Management
Working Groups: Special Events

MEETINGS FOR 2013-14
Meetings start at 8pm with the exception of the Annual Assembly
which commences at 7.30pm prior to the Council Meeting

Committees: Planning, Personnel, Finance
Hall Management, Environmental
Working Groups: Hockley News (Chairman)
Festive Lights, Special Events

Committees: Finance
Hall Management (Chairman)
Working Groups: Festive Lights, Special Events
Hockley News, Appeals Panel

NOVEMBER 2013
Monday 18th

Full Council

FEBRUARY 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

DECEMBER 2013
Monday 9th

Full Council

MARCH 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

JANUARY 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

APRIL 2014
Monday ??

Full Council

ALL PARISH MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE OLD FIRE STATION
Committees: Personnel, Finance

OFFICE OPENING TIMES: 9.30am-12.30pm

If you have any comments or enquiries, please contact Mike Letch, Clerk to the Parish Council

01702 20 77 07
email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk · website: hockley-essex.gov.uk
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