
   

   

 

New Clerk for Hockley Parish Council
Hockley Parish Council appointed Kate Smiles as its Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer in September.

Kate makes history by being the first female Clerk to take on the post since the Parish Council was

formed in 1894. Kate will be familiar to many of you having been our Assistant Clerk and Admin

Assistant. The council also welcomes Clare Austin who joins the office team in the role of Administrative

Assistant. We are sure you will work with us to give them every support as they settle in over the coming

months and wish them every success in their new roles. 

HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL INVITES YOU TO THE

Christmas Lights Switch-on

FREE
ENTRY

SATURDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2017 – 3pm to 6pm SPA ROAD HOCKLEY



Newsletter 

Working Group

Thank you for your

feedback on the Summer

issue of Hockley News we

are always pleased to

hear from our readers and

your support is very much

appreciated.

Hockley News is produced

and published by the

Parish Council and

delivered to residents in

Hockley. We are always

looking for local news. If

you have anything which

would be of interest to

our readers for inclusion

in the next issue, please

get in touch.

Cllr Sue Martin

Cllr Lesley Vingoe

Cllr Mark Anderson

Cllr Shirley James

�  Our Parish Clerk, Michael Letch, has moved on

to new challenges with another council and our

good wishes go with him for the future. Kate

Smiles has taken on the post and will be

supported in the office by a new member of the

team, Clare Austin, who has joined us in the role

of Administration Assistant. The Council wish Kate and Clare every

success.  

�  A key aspect of any organisation is the “financials” not always an

attractive part of our work but nonetheless vital. Our Resources &

Procedures Committee meets monthly to discuss income,

expenditure, projections, and all financial aspects of parish council

work. Whilst we should not be complacent the immediate future

looks encouraging. 

�  We have been successful in securing funding from the Big Lottery to

provide a new defibrillator in Spa Road and are now working in

partnership with the Community Heartbeat Trust to arrange for the

unit to become operational. 

�  We have also budgeted for new Environmental projects due to

commence in 2018/19 and ensured our existing commitments are

maintained. 

�  Negotiations are ongoing between Hockley Parish Council and

Rochford District Council regarding the future of the toilets, which

are currently owned and managed by Rochford District Council. The

Parish Council is aware that residents prefer to retain the facilities

and are working towards this. Essex County Council is to hold a

meeting in November regarding its consultation proposals on the

library sites in Essex, which may affect Hockley. No decisions can be

taken until after that date when Rochford District Council will come

back to us to discuss how we can work together to achieve the best

outcome for our residents. All Council Meeting dates and minutes

are regularly published and you will be able to keep up to date with

the work on our website.  

�  The Christmas Street Event in Spa Road is to return this year on

Saturday 25th November and the lights in Hockley will be switched

on at 5.30pm. We hope you will come along and support the event.  

�  On behalf of the Council I would like to take the opportunity to wish

you all a very enjoyable festive season and a Happy New Year.

Cllr Roy Martin, Chairman

HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS
Office Opening Times: Monday to Friday 10am – 12pm

Telephone: 01702 207707
email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk  ·  website: hockley-essex.gov.uk

Chairman’s News

Calendar
november

Monday 20th

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm 

january

Monday 15th 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm

march

Monday 19th 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm

may

Monday 21st 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm

Please note Full

Council Meetings

for 2017/18 will be

held bi monthly.

All Meetings are 

held at The Old 

Fire Station and

dates published on

the Website and

notice boards.

A copy of the latest

Newsletter and all other

council information can be

found on our website

www.hockley-essex.gov.uk
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PAVEMENT parking could soon be banned across the whole of the UK if local

authorities are granted new powers.

Inconsiderate motorists who are mounting kerbs and parking on the pavement could be soon

banned from doing so and face a £70 fine.

The Department for Transport is now ‘examining pavement parking outside London’ as part of its cycling and

walking investment strategy. The Local Government Association wants the DoT to act and give councils

powers to enforce a ban, saying pavement parking is putting pedestrians at risk.  Drivers who park on the

kerb force those on foot —º including parents with pushchairs and those on mobility scooters — on to the

road to walk around the obstruction. This can be extremely dangerous, especially for the blind and people

with guide dogs. 

The parish council has contacted Essex Highways about pavement parking in residential areas of Hockley. To

try to resolve the problems for everyone we would ask that you, as members of the public, also contact

Highways on 0345 603 7631 to ensure they are fully aware of the local situation.

What is Community Speedwatch?
https://saferessexroads.org/policecommunity/community-speed-watch/

Community Speed Watch is a traffic monitoring scheme, co-
ordinated by the Essex Police Casualty Reduction Section
(EPCRS) and supported by SERP, but managed and run by
volunteers in the community. Community Speedwatch’s
aim is to simply encourage drivers to be more aware of
their speed, and think to drive that little bit slower, which

can be even more important this time of year with the darker evenings when children are walking home
from school.

If you are interested in volunteering please email: rochfordcommunityspeedwatch@gmail.com

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED IN ESSEX
If you want to do more than just a job and make a real difference to children’s lives, then fostering
could be ideal for you.

Foster carers help build better, brighter futures for hundreds of children across Essex every year. They
provide a loving, safe, stable home and a nurturing environment to help the most vulnerable
children in our county grow in confidence and achieve their potential.

The rewards of fostering are huge. Although it can be demanding and challenging, you will be
helping young people feel good about who they are and ensuring they get the support they need
to flourish. Knowing you can change a young person's life for the better can be extremely satisfying.

Essex County Council is pleased to announce a friendly
new member of its fostering team. The new mascot
was launched during a teddy bears’ picnic for foster
carers on the eve of Foster Care Fortnight. The bear will
be out and about across the county in the coming
weeks and months, helping spread the word about just
how much foster carers change children’s lives.

Get in touch call us 0800 801 530:
http://www.essexadoptionandfostering.co.uk
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Plumberow Mount — Throughout the spring,
summer and autumn months the wild flower rich
meadow at Plumberow Mount provides an invaluable
and increasingly rare habitat for butterflies, insects
and seed eating birds. However, such a meadow
requires specialised management.  Fertilisers must
never be used and cutting is delayed in order to allow seeding of late flowering meadow plants. Come the winter the meadow is a wonderful and
peaceful place in which to walk with wide views across to Southend and, should the snow ever come, provides just the right terrain for sledgers. As the
photos show, however, not everyone treats the facilities available at the Mount with respect. During the summer the memorial bench was vandalised
and the metal information plaques stolen. The matter was reported to Essex Police (ref WEB-724-MDE-THH). If you have any information to pass on
please contact them or let the Parish Office know. The Parish Rangers have since repaired most of the damage. Keeping the play space in good condi-
tion is on-going, new stepping stones have recently been installed and new ‘baby’ swings are on order.

Plumberow Meadow — This has looked particularly attractive this year due to an abundance of knapweed, also known as
‘hardheads’ – one of our toughest meadow plants. Knapweed is a firm favourite with pollinating insects, being a source of good
quality nectar. As well as supporting bees, butterflies and beetles, its seeds provide food for many birds.  Once a valuable medic-
inal plant, knapweed was used to treat bruising, sore throats and to stop bleeding.

Parish Pavement — The Council regrets the delay in repairing the paved area (known as Parish Pavement) to the front of the Sorting Office in Spa
Road.  Unfortunately the trees roots are causing damage to the paving. Having sought professional advice the time has come, sadly, for them to be
removed and replaced with something more appropriate. Discussions have taken place with Essex County Council and plans are being drawn up to
make this small but well used piece of land a pleasant resting place for shoppers. Unfortunately for the time being the unsightly fencing will have to
remain in view of the dangerous nature of the surface.

ENVIRONMENT & OPEN SPACES ROUND UP

Folly Grove Allotments
The Parish Council is aware that this new development site in Folly Lane is moving along apace and the

developers, Charles Church, have now submitted their discharge proposals to Rochford District Council

for the provision of allotments and open spaces at the site. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee and

has requested more information before submitting its comments. Full plans and comments are available on

the Rochford District Council website. When this stage is completed we will hopefully have reached a point to move

forward and work with the interested members of the community to consider forming a dedicated group to manage the

site. As you will see from the Open Spaces Page on the parish council website, we are also working on a 5 year plan for the

management of Marylands Nature Reserve and are looking at creating a community orchard at the Reserve in due course.

We will keep you informed on our website and in our Newsletters as developments unfold.

HOCKLEY WOODS PLAY AREA

Rochford District Councillors re-opened their improved children’s play
area at Hockley Woods in July with Max the Dragon and local children.
The new play equipment represents one of the most significant invest-
ments to play facilities in the Rochford District in recent years and was
installed after an extensive community consultation was carried out,
which included asking children what kind of play equipment they
would like to see. The project was made possible after Rochford
District Council obtained £45,000 of funding from Cory Environmental

Trust in Britain (CETB), an environmental body which supports community and environmental projects.
CETB awards grants under the terms of the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF), providing funding to a
broad range of projects which have as big an impact on the community as possible.
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NEWS and EVENTS
➢ Traffic Issues: Following Hockley’s Annual Parish Meeting in May, the Parish

Council and residents lobbied our County and District Councillors regarding

serious concerns raised at the increasing incidences of large articulated

lorries, speeding, and lack of signage in Church Road, Fountain Lane and Folly

Lane.  We are pleased to see that Highways have listened and have repaired

the low bridge signs, resurfaced Church Road and reinstated the ‘slow’ road

markings. There is of course more work to do here and elsewhere in Hockley

which will take time but we understand that Highways are to look into traffic

management over the whole area and your input is always welcome.

➢ Memorial Bench Vandalised: The memorial bench at Plumberow Mount was

vandalised during the summer. This has been reported to Essex Police Ref:

WEB-724-MDE-THH. If you have any information to pass on please contact

them or let the Parish Office know. The damage is being repaired by our

Rangers.

➢ Rangers: We unfortunately experienced staff sickness during the summer

months and enlisted the services of Adam, who has now started his studies at

college. Greensward Academy student, Ethan, also joined us on work

experience. We were impressed with the responsible and enthusiastic way

they tackled the jobs; well done and thanks for your help lads. 

➢ Kissing Gate: Footpath 13 Please note the ‘kissing gate’ is not an authorised

access point for the reserve. Essex County Council has confirmed that the

public have no right to cross the boundary from the nature reserve to get to

the path. Please use other access points.

➢ Marylands Ammunitions Dump: After posting a note regarding information on

home guard activities at Marylands Nature Reserve we were contacted by a

local resident who remembered the area being used during the war and we

are hoping to follow this up to discover more about the site. 

➢ Remembrance Sunday: A service will be held at 2pm on Sunday 12th

November at the War Memorial Southend Road, Hockley.  Everyone is

welcome. The service will be followed by a parade along Southend Road to

Hockley Royal British Legion, where we will join them for their service. 

➢ Christmas Lights Switch-on Date Saturday 25th November 2017: The Street

Event is back!

Please note Spa Road will be closed to all traffic from 1pm to 7pm on that date.

Hockey Open Gardens
Hockley residents got together and volunteered

to open their gardens to visitors in July for

another relaxing Sunday afternoon, exploring a

wonderful and varied selection of village

gardens. Refreshments were available and

proceeds from the event went to the following

charities: Little Havens, Cats Protection League,

McMillan Nurses and For All We Can, a charity

supporting Africa. 

Heritage Scheme for Hockley
With the help of local historians a plaque has been designed
for display at suitable sites. The first plaques are now on
order and when received a public launch date will be
announced. A Heritage Scheme Guide in the form of a
brochure, mobile app, and website pages will also be
developed to give the community a chance to discover more
about the history of the area in which they live. 

The first sites to have a plaque will be:
The Old Fire Station

The Spa Hotel
Spa Pump House

Site of Hockley Turnpike
Public Hall

The Parish Council are very grateful to the site owners for giving
permission to install a plaque and supporting the scheme.

Do you recognise where this is in Hockley? (Answer on page 8)



Calling all Knitters! — Knitted Poppy Project
Next year on 11th November 2018 the country will celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of the end of the First World War. The Parish Council want to

recognise this at our Remembrance Service by displaying a cascade of

poppies.  

If you would like to be part of this project please contact the Parish Office on 01702 207707 or Councillor

Veronica Randall on 01702 202142 for further information. We can provide a pattern and wool.
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By the end of the 19th Century Hockley’s population was growing. The residents needed

somewhere to meet and play, and in 1902 Mrs Augusta Mary Tawke of Whitbreads gave the

community two plots of land in Bullwood Road, Hockley where a hall could  be built to be used for

meetings, as a reading room and library. The Public Hall, as it was known, soon became the centre of

the community and was used for a variety of events.

One of the first organisations to hold regular meetings there was the Women’s Institute and in 1925

they celebrated their Christmas party with masked carollers, attired in scarlet clocks and hoods, whilst

other members recited and put on a sketch. In 1926 the entertainment included a mannequin parade,

a cookery talk and at the end of the meeting the members collected £1 16s. 0d. for distressed miners.  

Not all the events held at the Public Hall were purely social and it frequently provided a venue for church services. In November 1936 a united

service was held there with the British Legion, Scouts and Guides, marching from the Spa Hotel to the Hall. In his address the Rev. Budd said ‘the

peace making efforts of the last 15 years had come to nought and that the League of Nations was discredited.’ Following the address the roll of

honour for the fallen for Hockley and Hawkwell was read.

During the Second World War, the hall was damaged by a landmine, but it was repaired and the opportunity taken to extend. The Public Hall still

plays an important part in the life of the community of Hockley, but it is growing old and plans are in hand for its modernisation following an

encouraging lottery grant.

Hockley Parish have been pleased to support the work of the Public Hall this year.

Congratulations to S. Stibbards 

and Sons who this year celebrates

150 years serving the community
The business is still owned and run by direct descendant of

Samuel Stibbards, the company’s founder who first trained

as a wheelwright and carpenter but also gave legal advice to

those in need. At the time it was common for local tradesmen to ‘undertake’ funeral arrangements

in the community and Samuel was one of the tradesmen who did this. Over time the undertaking

business grew and Samuel decided to turn his full attention to it, establishing S. Stibbards & Sons

Ltd Funeral Directors in 1867.

Congratulations to Hockley resident Mrs Frances Cawson who

celebrated her 100th Birthday on 3rd September at Hockley &

Hawkwell 55+ Social Centre.

Hockley Public Hall — A Brief History
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Hockley Art Trail 2017
Hockley Parish Council organised its fourth Art Trail in July. Thirty local talented artists exhibited various forms
of artwork at shops and businesses in the village centre, and included visual art, photography, poetry,
ceramics and jewellery. Since the first Hockley Art Trail was launched in 2014, the Council has provided the
opportunity for over 60 local artists to display and sometimes sell
their work.

An added attraction for 2017 was an Art Workshop for children
which was organised by the Oddfellows supported by councillors.

Artists were asked if they wanted to be
considered to provide an item of art for
exhibition at the Essex Summer of Arts
10th year celebration events in 2018. Artists at eight venues applied and were
judged by Greensward Academy Art Department, with the chosen artists being
Emma Griffiths (detailed abstract work) and Tricia Poxon (silver jewellery).
Greensward Academy took back many photographs
and ideas from the trail to the school for their
students and asked to enter the 2018 Art Trail. The
Chairman and Vice Chairman of Rochford District
Council attended the event. In addition to viewing
the artwork, it was an opportunity to meet and speak
to the people running local businesses. Feedback

from artists, businesses and the public was positive.

Held at the Old Fire Station, Southend Road, Hockley on the 2nd Saturday

of each month between 9.00am and 12.00pm (excl. January)

Village Market and Parish Council Surgery

Meet your local Parish Councillors who are at the Village Market during the morning. We enable

people to sell their produce and crafts to the community with an opportunity for everyone to enjoy a

cup of tea, coffee and cakes provided by local charities. We look forward to seeing you there.

Are you looking for an outlet to sell your local produce or craft? Hockley Parish Council has some

tables available at their Village Market. If you would like further information please contact:

Cllr. Mark Anderson on 01702 204879 or the Parish Office on 01702 207707 

email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
HOCKLEY WEST WARD

EX OFFICIO ALL COMMITTEES
COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; PERSONNEL;COMMUNITIES; FESTIVE LIGHTS;

DELEGATE: HOCKLEY & HAWKWELL COMMUNITY POLICING; COMMUNITY
SAFETY PARTNERSHIP; MASSIVE YOUTH PROJECT

Cllr. Veronica Randall
t: 01702  20 21 42

COMMITTEES: PLANNING; ENVIRONMENT; COMMUNITIES; FESTIVE LIGHTS;
APPEALS PANEL    DELEGATE: HOCKLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Cllr. Tim Gleadall
t: 01702  20 16 88

COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; ENVIRONMENT; COMMUNITIES; FESTIVE LIGHTS
DELEGATE: MASSIVE YOUTH PROJECT

Cllr.Mark Anderson
t: 01702  20 48 79

EX OFFICIO ALL COMMITTEES
COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; COMMUNITIES; FESTIVE LIGHTS; PERSONNE;    

DELEGATE: ROCHFORD HUNDRED ASSN AND ESSEX ASSN OF LOCAL COUNCILS;
HOCKLEY CHAMBER OF TRADE, HOCKLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE

Cllr. Roy Martin
t: 01702  20 27 50

COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; COMMUNITIES

Cllr. Phil Meacham
t: 07005  98 01 28

PARISH COUNCIL STAFF

PARISH CLERK
Kate Smiles

t: 01702  20 77 07

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Clare Austin

t: 01702  20 77 07

PARISH RANGERS

Clive HorsnellGrant Harrison

HALL MANAGER
Nicola O’Riordan Finley

t: 01702  20 53 40

COMMITTEES: PLANNING; PERSONNEL; COMMUNITIES

Cllr. Toni Carter
t: 01702  20 56 48

COMMITTEES: PLANNING; FESTIVE LIGHTS; APPEALS PANEL

Cllr. Steve Chelmsford
t: 01702  20 01 78

COMMITTEES: ENVIRONMENT; PERSONNEL    
DELEGATE: ROCHFORD HUNDRED ASSN OF LOCAL COUNCILS; 

HOCKLEY RESIDENTS ASSN

Cllr. Brian O’Shea
t: 01702  20 43 34

COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; ENVIRONMENT; COMMUNITIES; PERSONNEL
DELEGATE: HOCKLEY PUBLIC HALL

Cllr. Lesley Vingoe
t: 01702  20 28 29

COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; ENVIRONMENT; PLANNING; 
PERSONNEL; FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Nick Boxall
t: 07876  34 27 85

COMMITTEES: PLANNING; PERSONNEL; COMMUNITIES

Cllr.Mike Carter
t: 07958  70 70 70

Doctors
The Jones Family Practice
55 Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
01702 202514
www.churchviewsurgery.co.uk

Greensward Surgery
Greensward Lane
Hockley, Essex SS5 5HQ
01702 202353
www.greenswardsurgery.com

Chemists
Hockley Pharmacy
5-7 Broad Parade
Hockley, Essex SS5 5DA
01702 203233
www.plus.google.com

Elmswood Pharmacy
53 Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
01702 203244
www.plus.google.com

Chemicrest
39-41 Spa Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4AZ
01702 203647
www.chemicrest.co.uk

Emergency Services
Police, Fire and Ambulance – 999
Essex Police Non-Emergency –101

Hospitals
Southend
01702 435555
Basildon
01268 524900

Hockley Library
Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
0845 603 7628

Councils and MP
Hockley Parish Council
01702 207707

Rochford District Council
01702 546366

Essex County Council
0845 758 5592

Rt Hon Mark Francois MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Westminister Office:
0207 219 8287/1789

Rayleigh Constituency Office:
01268 742044

VICE-CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

HOCKLEY EAST WARD

COMMITTEES: ENVIRONMENT

Cllr. Brian Hazlewood
(co-opted June 2016)

t: 01702  20 17 86

COMMITTEES: RESOURCES; COMMUNITIES; FESTIVE LIGHTS;
DELEGATE: HOCKLEY & HAWKWELL 55+ SOCIAL CENTRE

Cllr. Sue Martin
t: 01702  20 27 50

COMMITTEES: PLANNING; RESOURCES; ENVIRONMENT; COMMUNITIES;
FESTIVE LIGHTS; PERSONNE;    DELEGATE: HOCKLEY & HAWKWELL 55+;

TRANSPORT USERS GROUP; HOCKLEY CHAMBER OF TRADE; CAB; 
COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP

Cllr. Shirley James
t: 01702  20 50 50

COMMITTEES: PLANNING

Cllr.Malcolm Maddocks
(co-opted June 2016)

t: 07720  29 03 62

The photo is of Southend Road, looking West towards The Spa Hotel. All the houses in the picture all still stand, and the little lane on the right hand side is now Great Eastern Road.
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