
    

 

   

 



The Parish Council
Newsletter is published
four times a year and
delivered to
households in the
Hockley Parish. 

We are always
interested in hearing 
of any news or
activities taking place
in the village which
may be of interest to
our readers.
You can contact us through 

the Parish Office on 

01702 207707 or email at:

enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk

Hockley News Working Group

Cllr Mike Carter Cllr Sue Martin
(Editor)

Cllr Toni Carter
(Chairman)

The council is delighted to report that

Hockley Parish Council has achieved

Foundation Level under the countrywide

Local Council Award Scheme. The Award

was presented by the Chairman of the

Essex Association of Local Councils Awards Panel, Cllr Peter Davey, at their

AGM on the 22nd September. Local councils want to serve their

communities as best they can and make a real difference to the lives of the

people that live there. The scheme offers councils the opportunity to show

that they meet the standards set by the sector, assessed by their peers,

and to put in place the conditions for continued improvement and we are

pleased to be part of this process. Hockley’s first Community Engagement

Workshop was held in August to enable Rochford District Council to

consult on the Local Plan for the area from 2025 onwards. The Workshop

attracted around 50 residents, traders and Parish Councillors. A very lively

exchange took place with the Local Planning Team from Rochford District

Council. From the feedback it is evident that communities are dissatisfied

with current planning and existing Parish Plans had not been fully

considered. Residents are very much a part of this process and will be

looking for changes when planning for the future development of the

District. Ongoing public meetings and consultations are to be held which

we hope you will support to ensure that decisions made in Hockley truly

reflect the needs of local residents and businesses. The Parish Council have

started their financial planning for 2017/18 where we focus on setting our

Precept and Budget to maintain existing expenditure on our services,

consider new projects and provide grant funding to local organisations.

We are pleased to have been able to support the Hockley & Hawkwell 55+

Day Centre with their replacement minibus which is due for delivery

shortly. If you are a local charitable organisation and wish to apply for a

grant, details can be found on our website and the clerk will be pleased to

advise you. As you will probably be aware the council has been unable to

host the Christmas Street Event in Spa Road this year. Although we share

your disappointment; when dealing with a large public event consisting

mainly of families and young children, our priority has to be safety. It is

apparent that the community wishes an event to continue and your offers

of help are appreciated. The council aims to resolve the problems for 2017

and details of progress, along with all other community events and

information, can be found on the council website. The Christmas Lights will

go up around the village and the Children’s Colouring Competition will be

held at the Parish Hall. 

Our good wishes go to all the community 
of Hockley for the Festive Season.

If you have any comments or enquiries, please contact Mike Letch, Clerk to the Parish Council

01702 20 77 07
email: enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk  ·  website: hockley-essex.gov.uk

THE OLD FIRE STATION58 SOUTHEND ROAD ·  HOCKLEY ·  ESSEX SS5 4QH

Chairman’s News
Calendar
november

Monday 21st

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm 

december

Monday 12th 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm

january 2017

Monday 16th 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm

february 2017

Monday 20th 

Full Council

Commences at

7.30pm
A copy of the latest Newsletter and all other council information

can be found on our new website www.hockley-essex.gov.uk
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Hockley Christmas Lights 
Street Event 2016

Hockley Parish Council is not able to host the Christmas
Lights Street Event in Spa Road this year due to concerns with

public safety, which we will be unlikely to resolve in time. The
Parish Council fund the installation of the Christmas Lights in the
village and run the Street Event. The lighting displays will go up

as usual and the Children’s Colouring Competition will be held at the
Parish Hall. Winning entries can be seen in the Library over the festive season. The
Council continue to receive the support of Hockley Chamber of Trade & Commerce,
local groups and our community partners who all give freely of their time to make
this event a success. We would like to assure everyone that there will be a Christmas
event next year. If any of our local charities would like to contact Rayleigh Town
Council we have arranged for them to offer space at their event on Thursday 24th
November so you do not miss a fund raising opportunity this year.

hockley news Community Information
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Hockley Bowling Club were presented with the Cutler Shield 2016 (equivalent to FA Cup) which
they won for the first time, after finishing runners up on several occasions, the competition
consists of a league of private clubs and played throughout the season within the Southend 
and District.

We also have three teams in the Group 6 leagues, and this year the A team gained promotion to
Division One.

Please come and join us for the 2017 season, all ages welcome by telephoning the Secretary
Sandy Mitchell on 01702 204900 or Email: sandymitchell54@gmail.com

HOCKLEY 
BOWLING 
CLUB

Founded 1929

Celebrations for
Hockley Bowlers cutler shield winners 2016
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Hockley Art Trail goes from strength to strength
The Parish Council organised Hockley’s third Art Trail in early July. The attraction has become very popular and we were
asked to extend the event this year, with thirty local artists exhibiting various forms of artwork at 28 venues in the village
centre. The Trail was free to visitors and programmes with a location map were available. Those taking part were pleased
to report that the event had attracted visitors into Hockley and we received many requests to hold the exhibition again 
in 2017. Our Trail was also featured in the Essex Summer of Arts booklet. The organisers appreciate the enthusiastic 
co-operation of all the venues and artists in the community which contributes to the success of this event.
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A local Village Market offering fresh produce and

craft stalls is held at the Parish Hall “The Old Fire

Station” Southend Road Hockley every second

Saturday of the month from 9.30am to 12.30pm

(excluding January). The organisers aim to bring you

locally sourced produce and crafts and are always

looking to add to the choice on offer. The market is

within walking distance of the village centre and

proceeds go towards supporting local charities who

also offer tea, coffee and cakes. If you would like to

book a stall please contact: Cllr Mark Anderson on

01702 204879.

Hockley Village Market

Your Parish Councillors will be at the market for a chat and you can hear how the council is

able to work on your behalf. Hockley residents will be able to collect free wheelie bin speed

reduction stickers and hi-viz arm bands for our local youngsters to help keep them visible

when they are out and about during the winter months.
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Have you visited the
Hobbit House in Hockley’s
Gusted Hall Woods?
The tiny fairy house was created by a 
small team of community-minded and
anonymous individuals who wanted to
bring a little magic into the lives of local
children. The Hobbit House, located in
Hockley’s Gusted Hall Woods, has been
placed on the edge of a public footpath to
make it easily accessible to families.
Equipped with a miniature broom, tiny
table and chairs, a neat front garden, and
even a washing line, the mysterious abode
is proving to be a big hit with kids and parents alike. Although the Facebook Page is due to close shortly
the Hobbit House will remain and you can continue to visit it.

This year residents were asked if they would like to open their gardens to
visitors. A good response was received and 5 beautiful gardens were open
to the public on Sunday 17th July. Refreshments were available so visitors
could sit and enjoy the surroundings. Programmes describing the gardens
and their locations were on sale with all proceeds being donated to charities
chosen by the residents who participated in the event. The organisers would
like to thank everyone for their support with this new venture.

Residents Open theiR

GaRdens this summeR

Hockley Parish Council 
Supports Hockley Public Hall
Hockley Public Hall in Bullwood Road submitted a
request for a Grant to assist with maintenance. 
The application was successful and the Parish Council
were pleased to present the Treasurer, Mrs Kay
Abbey, with a cheque at their August meeting.

hot
newsAt last the much requested new Taxi Rank outside the

Hair Parlour has been installed. Cllr Mike Carter of 531-531
has been working on this project for the past 18 months

along with former councillor – Keith Hudson.
PLEASE LEAVE THE RANK FREE FOR OUR LOCAL TAXI SERVICE
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A service of remembrance will be held in Hockley on Sunday 13th November 2016. 

We will meet at the War Memorial in Southend Road at 2pm where the service will be

conducted. Representatives from local associations, groups and members of the

community are welcome. This will be followed by a parade, led by the Royal British

Legion along Southend Road, to Hockley British Legion to join their service.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2016

Hockley Chamber of Trade and
Commerce are inviting all shops
and businesses in the village to
enter a “Best Dressed Window”
Competition. First Prize will be
a Bottle of Champagne. Second
Prize a Bottle of Cava. For
details please contact Jeff
Stanton at Waters & Stanton.

CHILDREN’S COLOURING COMPETITION
SATURDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2016

This year the Parish Council will be asking youngsters to paint, crayon, chalk or collage a gingerbread house.

There are three age groups: Pre-School; 5-7 years and 8-11 years.

Pre-printed entries will be available from schools, Hockley Library and the Parish Office by the end of
October. All entries should be taken to the Parish Hall on Saturday 26th November between 10am and 

12noon. Judging takes place at 12 noon and entry is free.

Vouchers of £15, £10 and £5 will be awarded in each group and winners will be contacted when the results are known. Winning
entries will be displayed in the library over the Christmas period.

Hockley Chamber of Trade & Commerce has offered to sponsor all 
entries at £1 each and will make donations to local charities.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES
St Peters and Pauls – Sunday 18th December: Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, at 6.30pm.

Saturday 24th December: Christingle Service, in aid of the Children’s Society, at 4.30pm.
Saturday 24th December: Midnight Mass, beginning at 11.30pm.   Sunday 25th December: Festival Mass of Christmas, at 10am.

Bramerton Road Community Church – Messy Church - Friday 2nd Dec 4pm.   Toy Service - Tuesday 6th Dec 10.30am.
Carol Service - Monday 20th Dec 10.30am.   Christmas Eve Family Carols 6pm An evening celebration for all the family with Puppets, Songs and Sketches

Christmas Eve Communion 11.30pm.   Christmas Day Celebration 10.30am.

Hockley & Hawkwell Methodist Church – Saturday 24th December 2016 4pm DIY Christingle
Bring an orange and all the family. Make your own Christingle. led by Rev Phil Warrey
Sunday 25th December 2016 Christmas Day 10:00am CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICE
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Parish Councillors again took their road show gazebo to the 2016 Wild Woods Day in
June. New friends and old were there and it was a great opportunity to let everyone
know what the Parish Council can do for the community of Hockley. This year we
were pleased to have a photographic display showing how Hockley has changed over
the years which was kindly loaned by local historian Paul Taylor. Rochford District
Council Chairman Cllr Carole Weston visited all the stands and everyone is thanked
for their help and support on the day.

As part of the council’s entry into the Essex Village of the Year Competition, some of our shops added planters and baskets outside

their premises this summer. The council has installed new wooden planters around the trees and the troughs on the raised walkway

outside the old bank premises have flourished this year. We have been asked if planters can be sponsored and the first one has been

agreed. If there are other interested sponsors out there the Councillors or Clerk would be pleased to hear from you.

Shops brighten up the village

In our last Open Spaces Round Up the council

talked of plans to regenerate Broad Parade open

space which was looking decidedly neglected. We

are pleased to say that the work has more or less

been completed with new flower beds and a

general tidying up. It has to be admitted that with

such a prolonged dry spell the plants have

suffered but have managed to pull through thanks

to the hard work of our Rangers. In the next few weeks bulbs will be planted and the bare patches of lawn treated

with grass seed. 

The Environment Committee has been busy liaising with environmental bodies on the production of a new five

year plan for the maintenance of the Marylands Nature Reserve. The nature reserve dates back to 2000 when an

untidy and neglected piece of land close to Apex shops was taken in hand by the Parish Council and with the

expert advice of the Rochford District Council’s Woodlands Officer, turned into the important wildlife haven it is

today. But nature has a way of taking things back and it is now obvious that further work needs to be undertaken

to ensure its future as a refuge for flora and fauna in an increasingly urban environment.

The Environment Committee’s responsibilities are wide ranging including play spaces, footpaths and lighting. If you

have any positive suggestions regarding the work of the committee, then please contact the Clerk to the Council.

ENVIRONMENT: OPEN SPACES ROUND UP
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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
HOCKLEY WEST WARD

EX OFFICIO ALL COMMITTEES • FESTIVE LIGHTS 
PERSONNEL • RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • COMMUNITIES 

Cllr. Veronica Randall
t: 01702  20 21 42

PLANNING • RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • COMMUNITIES
ENVIRONMENTAL • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Tim Gleadall
t: 01702  20 16 88

PLANNING • RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • COMMUNITIES
ENVIRONMENTAL • PLANNING • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr.Mark Anderson
t: 01702  20 48 79

EX OFFICIO ALL COMMITTEES
RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • COMMUNITIES • FESTIVE LIGHTS 

Cllr. Roy Martin
t: 01702  20 27 50

RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • COMMUNITIES • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Phil Meacham
t: 07005  98 01 28

PARISH COUNCIL STAFF

PARISH CLERK
Mike Letch

t: 01702  20 77 07

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
Kate Smiles

t: 01702  20 77 07

PARISH RANGERS

Clive HorsnellGrant Harrison

HALL MANAGER
Nicola O’Riordan Finley

t: 01702  20 53 40

PLANNING • ENVIRONMENTAL • APPEALS PANEL

Cllr. Toni Carter
t: 01702  20 56 48

PLANNING • COMMUNITES • APPEALS PANEL

Cllr. Steve Chelmsford
t: 01702  20 01 78

ENVIRONMENTAL • PERSONNEL

Cllr. Brian O’Shea
t: 01702  20 43 34

RESOURCES & PROCEDURES, 
ENVIRONMENTAL • PERSONNEL • COMMUNITIES

Cllr. Lesley Vingoe
t: 01702  20 28 29

RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • PERSONNEL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL • PLANNING • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Nick Boxall
t: 07876  34 27 85

ENVIRONMENTAL • FESTIVE LIGHTS • APPEALS PANEL

Cllr.Mike Carter
t: 07958  70 70 70

Doctors
The Jones Family Practice
55 Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
01702 202514
www.churchviewsurgery.co.uk

Greensward Surgery
Greensward Lane
Hockley, Essex SS5 5HQ
01702 202353
www.greenswardsurgery.com

Chemists
Hockley Pharmacy
5-7 Broad Parade
Hockley, Essex SS5 5DA
01702 203233
www.plus.google.com

Elmswood Pharmacy
53 Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
01702 203244
www.plus.google.com

Chemicrest
39-41 Spa Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4AZ
01702 203647
www.chemicrest.co.uk

Emergency Services
Police, Fire and Ambulance – 999
Essex Police Non-Emergency –101

Hospitals
Southend
01702 435555
Basildon
01268 524900

Hockley Library
Southend Road
Hockley, Essex SS5 4PZ
0845 603 7628

Councils and MP
Hockley Parish Council
01702 207707

Rochford District Council
01702 546366

Essex County Council
0845 758 5592

Rt Hon Mark Francois MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Westminister Office:
0207 219 8287/1789

Rayleigh Constituency Office:
01268 742044

VICE-CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

HOCKLEY EAST WARD

ENVIRONMENTAL

Cllr. Brian Hazlewood
(co-opted June 2016)

t: 01702  20 17 86

COMMUNITIES • RESOURCES & PROCEDURES 
PERSONNEL • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Sue Martin
t: 01702  20 27 50

PLANNING • RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • PERSONNEL 
ENVIRONMENTAL • COMMUNITIES • FESTIVE LIGHTS

Cllr. Shirley James
t: 01702  20 50 50

RESOURCES & PROCEDURES • PLANNING • ENVIRONMENTAL 

Cllr.Malcolm Maddocks
(co-opted June 2016)

t: 01702  87 60 14
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