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                    HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Environmental Committee: Cllrs M Anderson, N Boxall, M Carter, T Carter, 

B Hazlewood, S James, M Maddocks, T Gleadall, B O’Shea and L Vingoe.  

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

1st August 2016 at 7.30 PM IN THE HOCKLEY PARISH HALL 

 

  

EOS16/65. Those present and apologies for absence.  

 Chairman   Cllr Vingoe 

 Present  Cllrs Anderson, Boxall, M Carter, T Carter, James,  

   O’Shea, Maddocks, Gleadall, Hazlewood. 

 Non-members Cllr S Martin 

 Ex-officio  Cllr R Martin from minute 16/59 

 Also Present The Clerk, one member of the public. 

The chairman welcomed Cllrs Maddocks and Gleadall to the committee 

EOS16/66. Declarations of interest. 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

EOS16/67. Public speaking. 

There was one member of the public present. 

EOS16/68. To note minutes of meeting held on 6th June 2016. 

Resolved. The minutes were agreed as a true record. Proposed Cllr Vingoe 

seconded Cllr O’Shea. 

The following matter of fact was noted. 

Cllrs M &T Carter were not present. 

EOS16/69. Site up-dates 

Plumberow Mount and Open Space Cllr Vingoe 

Cllr Boxall reported that the Fire Service had been called to an incident 

which did not result in significant damage. 

The Clerk noted that a contractor had been found who was willing to 

repair the gates and fences. 

A new ‘beware of strangers;’ sign would be purchases to be fixed on the 

fence. 

See minute EOS16/70 for other matters. 
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Marylands Nature Reserve   Cllr Boxall 

Cllr Hazlewood reported that the Flood Forum was told that there may be 

a gulley cut through the reserve, but a more detailed plan would be 

needed before it would be possible to comment. 

The Clerk reported that the pathway work has been delayed longer than 

expected due to the difficulty of sourcing alternative materials following 

the redesign of the path foundations. The contractor expects delivery 

week commencing 1st August. 

Laburnum Grove    Cllr M Carter 

No report. 

 

St Peter’s Road    Cllr T Carter 

No problems reported. 

Parish Pavement    Cllr James 

Cllr James again expressed extreme concern that the remedial work has 

not been undertaken by the Parish Council. See minute 16/74 for 

additional information. 

Bridge Shrubbery    Cllr James 

No problems have been reported. 

 

Broad Parade     Cllr O’Shea 

Landscaping works have been completed apart from replacing the bench. 

Cllr Hazlewood reported that the turfing around the flower beds was 

substandard. The Clerk was asked to ensure that the work was completed 

at the appropriate time. The Japanese knotweed growing from the 

concrete bund surrounding the Chandos filling station has been treated. 

See minute EOS16/70. 

Rosslyn Rd     Cllr Vingoe 

See minute EOS16/75 

Etheldore and Wood Ave   Cllr Hazlewood 

 The sites are in a very poor condition with significant dumping of green 

waste, and the ownership signs have been removed, so are in need of 

replacement. This will be a matter for a later agenda. 

EOS16/70. Grounds maintenance specification.  

a. Update on the site visit and performance of Rochford District Council as 

the contractor. 

Cllr Vingoe reported that although the Principle Open Spaces Officer for 

Rochford Council was reluctant to concede all of the points that were 

made, the Parish Council’s position was clear; the specification was 

unambiguous and will be followed if the contract is to be signed. There 
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were several matters where it was clear that the Contractor was not 

following the specification; frequency of hay cuts, standard of grass 

cutting, weed-killing.  

 

No work had been done on Maryland Nature Reserve, but there was 

promise of activity. It was noted that the land by the culvert has 

deteriorated since the concrete culvert was reinforced and remedial work 

will be required to return the land to meadow.  

 

Subject to a decision in minute 16/72, the woodland needed active 

management.  

 

It was confirmed that the District Council now employs its own staff.  

 

The matter will be reconsidered at the next full council after a period for 

the contractor to improve. 

 

b. To consider questions for Full Council prior to confirmation of contract for 

grounds maintenance.  

Following the comprehensive discussion during the site visit, Cllr Vingoe 

suggested that there were no additional questions to be asked when the 

Deputy Leader attended the next full Council meeting. 

EOS16/71. Broad Parade.  

a. To note works undertaken. 

The Committee were disappointed by the amount of time taken to 

complete the work and noted that any future projects should specify start 

and finish times to give the contractors a clear idea of what is expected of 

them. The work itself is satisfactory and has improved the look of the site. 

b. To approve design of bench to be installed 

Of the two suitable benches shortlisted for installation, the committee 

preferred the wood effect.  

 

Resolved. The council will purchase a Envirotec and Timberpol bench at a 

cost of £441 for installation in Broad Parade one week after the delivery 

date. Proposed Cllr Vingoe seconded Cllr O’Shea and carried unanimously. 

 

EOS16/72. Future maintenance of nature reserve. 

a. Report on site visit with Ashley Pinnock, Essex Wildlife Trust. 

Cllr Vingoe circulated a report of a site vist by Ashley Pinnock of Essex 

Wildlife Trust. The report outlines recommendations for returning the 

nature reserve to a managed area with coppicing and clearing the 
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undergrowth. The Committee was interested in the proposals and 

requested further information on pricing the work.  

 

b. Quote for the provision of an ecological management from Place Services 

(ECC) 

The Clerk will request prices from other contractors for comparison. Essex 

wildlife trust and Rochford District Council will be invited to tender for the 

work. 

 

EOS16/73. Soft play surface at Plumberow and Laburnum Grove.  

a. To consider the expressions of interest received via Contract Finder. 

The consensus was that the Junglemulch was the preferred finish. 

Following a short discussion, the committee agreed that some of the 

project would have to be delayed until 2017-8 when proper budgetary 

provision could be made.  As an interim measure, the Committee would 

resurface the play areas at Laburnum Avenue.  

 

Resolved. The committee will invite tenders for Junglemulch replacement 

to the play area at Laburnum Avenue and request a virement of £10,000 

from full council. Proposed Cllr O’Shea seconded Cllr Maddocks. 

 

b. To agree a project plan for the execution of works. 

 

EOS16/74. To note the requirements for works to Parish Pavement and to consider 

viring an additional £1,500 to pay for licences and potential legal fees. 

 

Resolved. The Committee will request an additional virement of £1,500 to 

cover the cost of licencing and legal fees necessary for the work to be 

undertaken as recommended by the Agricultural and Woodland Services 

Officer of Rochford District Council. Proposed Cllr James seconded Cllr 

Boxall and carried with one against. 

 

EOS16/75. To consider quotations for trimming and tidying the land at Rosslyn 

Close.  

Three quotes have been received for removing all the trees, bushes and 
clearing the undergrowth; 

 Constable landscapes  £900  
 C&G Groundworks £2,300 
 4Seasons Landscapes £3,800 

Resolved. The Committee will appoint Constable Landscapes to undertake 

the clearance of Rosslyn Road site for £900 with the work starting on w/c 

22nd August and taking no longer than three days. Proposed Cllr T Carter 

seconded Cllr Gleadall and carried unaimously. 
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EOS16/76. Street lighting - to note any actions taken or required. 

It was noted that Cllr Hazlewood reported that light No 32 had lost its 

diffuser, and no report was available to account for the repairs. 

 

EOS16/77. Footpaths – to note any actions taken or required. 

Cllr Hazlewood reported that he had been approached by councillors from 

Hullbridge Parish Council who are now interested in reactivating the 

Centenary Walk project.   

 

Cllr Hazlewood reported that he has repaired Footpath 22 Fingerpost 

which was pulled out and thrown into the hedge.  

Footpath 12 and 23 are only 1ft wide and needs to be reinstated. 

 

EOS16/78. Items for next agenda.  

 Management plan for the plotlands at Etheldore and Wood Avenue 

Centenary footpath future actions. 

Precept and budget plans for 2017-8  

Variation to maintenance contract, Marylands Nature Reserve 

Additional work in Marylands Nature Reserve not covered by  

maintenance contract . 

 

EOS16/79. Date of next meeting Monday 3rd October 2016. 

 
  
 

 

 


