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                           HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Environmental Committee: Cllrs M Anderson, N Boxall,  M Carter, T Carter, 

B Hazlewood, S James, B O’Shea and L Vingoe.  

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the 

Environmental Committee 

held on 4th APRIL 2016  

 

 

EOS16/24. Apologies for absence. 

Chairman:    Cllr Vingoe 

Present:  Cllrs James, Anderson, O’Shea, M Carter and T Carter. 

Also present:  The Clerk and one member of the public. 

 

Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Hazlewood and M Carter. 

 

EOS16/25. Declarations of interest. 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

EOS16/26. Public speaking (meeting closed for up to 15 minutes). 

A resident asked about item 16/39 access to the plots at Etheldore and 

Wood Avenue. The Committee reported that the intention was to have 

access for inspection purposes only and there was no plan to open the 

land to the public. 

 

EOS16/27. To note minutes of meeting held on 1st February 2016. 

Resolved. The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true record. 

Proposed Cllr Boxall seconded Cllr O’Shea and carried with one abstention. 

 

EOS16/28. Site up-dates 

Plumberow Mount and Open Space Cllr Vingoe 

There is evidence of a fox digging in the mount area, and the contractor 

will be asked to investigate. There are some outstanding tasks to be 

completed; the gates need silencing, the fence around the tumulus should 

be cleaned and benches installed.  It was felt that the stepping stones 

would look more inviting if they were coloured.  Rangers to investigate. 

 

Marylands Nature Reserve   Cllr Boxall 

A tree has fallen on the path which was removed by Rochford District 

Council. The gate at the west end of the site is damaged and will require 

replacing. There is some graffiti damage to the benches which should be 

removed. The Clerk was asked to arrange for the benches to be cleaned 
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and the gate rehung.  The wooden fence at the Plumberow entrance is 

broken and requires attention and the stream is clogged in a several 

places. 

 

Laburnum Grove    Cllr M Carter 

No problems encountered. 

 

St Peter’s Road    Cllr T Carter 

Wire fencing around and on the outside of this area has fallen away so 

repairs are required. Gate on entrance is working well but the wood chip 

pathway around needs clearing of fallen leaves and a collection of old 

chopped up logs could be taken away. Over all the site looks good and 

despite the high winds there was no damage or fallen trees. 

 

Parish Pavement    Cllr James 

Cllr James reported that a pensioner had fallen on the paviours and 

prompt action will be needed to prevent further accidents. To be 

considered in minute 16/34 

 

Bridge Shrubbery    Cllr James 

To be considered in minute 16/35. 

 

Broad Parade    Cllr O’Shea 

To be considered in minute 16/35. 

 

Rosslyn Rd     Cllr Vingoe 

To be considered in minute 16/38 

 

Etheldore and Wood Ave   Cllr Hazlewood 

 Report deferred to next meeting. 

 

EOS16/29. Grounds maintenance specification.  

Cllr Vingoe and the Clerk met with the Principal Grounds Maintenance 

Office and the Procurement Manager from Rochford District Council as the 

contractor. The contract has been finalised and sent to the District Council 

for signing. 

 

EOS16/30. Replacement interpretation boards, Marylands Nature Reserve – Report 

on progress. 

The Clerk reported that the boards will be delivered week commencing 4th 

April. 

 

EOS16/31. Provision of outdoor gym equipment – Response from RDC. 
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There has been no further response from the District Council and there 

was no appetite for continuing with the project. 

 

Resolved. The installation of gym equipment at Hockley Woods will not be 

pursued. Proposed Cllr James seconded Cllr Anderson. 

 

EOS16/32. RDC play equipment for Laburnum Grove – Report on progress.  

At the meeting with Rochford District Council, the Clerk learned that a 

piece of the equipment had been stolen from their depot. However, 

replacement parts are available for purchase so the Clerk will arrange for 

the installation of the new equipment as part of the refurbishment of both 

play areas to ensure a consistent look to the safe play surfacing. 

 

EOS16/33. Best Kept Village Competition – Report on progress by sub-committee. 

Cllr James has recruited some volunteers for work with the floral displays 

and a meeting will be required to establish what contribution they can 

make.  

 

Following a tour of shops in the village several of the traders have agreed 

to either add some more floral displays or contribute to council displays. 

Two sites for new displays were proposed; the planter in Parish Pavement 

could be sponsored by the Co-Op and a planter by the Bus Stop on the 

south west end of Spa Road. The Committee thanked Cllr James for the 

work done.  

 

Cllr Vingoe reported that Rural Communities Council of Essex have 

released the revised criteria for the competition and the submission date is 

now 3rd May with a simplified form that only requires a five hundred word 

summary of what makes the community special. The assessment will be 

based on the village as a working community and not as a display piece. 

 

EOS16/34. Parish Pavement - Consider further action. 

The Clerk reported that refurbishing the paviours would cost between 

£1,000 and £1,500 for which there was no money allocated in the street 

scene budget so the work would require approval from full council who 

would have to authorise a virement from reserves. The reserves are 

currently strong, so there is no financial reason why this could not be 

done. However, the Committee were reminded that the land was the 

property and responsibility of County Council Highways. Bearing this in 

mind, the committee requested that the Clerk obtain quotes for resetting 

the paviours and increasing the growing space around the trees. The work 

would also include removal of the planting around the gas regulator. 

 



 

4 
 

Resolved. The committee will obtain quotes for the work and request a 

virement of the money necessary to do the work. Proposed Cllr James 

seconded Cllr Anderson and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

EOS16/35. Broad Parade.   

This item was bought forward to allow the participation of Darren O’Neil 

from 4 Seasons landscape who attended to discuss the proposals for 

enhancing and maintaining Broad Parade and maintaining the bridge site. 

The Committee agreed to meet on Monday 11th April 2016 for a site visit 

when the council will receive the plans for refurbishments. The matter of 

maintenance will be considered at a later meeting. 

 

EOS16/36. Future maintenance of nature reserve. 

Woodland report – deferred from previous meeting. 

Following a short discussion, it was agreed that the report was valuable 

and the recommendations should be followed. The Clerk will obtain prices 

for undertaking the work.  It was noted that such work could be 

undertaken at an additional charge under the new RDC grounds 

maintenance agreement. 

 

EOS16/37. Soft play surface at Plumberow and Laburnum Grove –  

The Clerk reported that there had been two expressions of interest 

received via Contract Finder. Both companies will arrange site visits to 

assess the site and make recommendations for the refurbishment of the 

safe play surfaces. Particulars of another contractor was awaited from 

RDC. 

 

EOS16/38. Rosslyn Rd - to consider future use of site. 

The Clerk will establish a price for clearing the site so it can be used to 

store the Christmas decorations and display poles. The work will be to 

clear the site, install a secure shed and optionally concreting or sealing the 

ground. 

 

Resolved. The committee will adapt the site for storage of Christmas 

decorations. Proposed Cllr O’Shea seconded Cllr James and carried 

unanimously. 

 

The importance of informing neighbours of the proposed work prior to 

commencement was agreed. 

 

EOS16/39. To consider providing access to the plots at Etheldore and Wood Avenue. 
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The proposer of this item was unable to attend the meeting so the item 

was deferred.  

 

EOS16/40. Street lighting - to note any actions taken or required. 

The contractor has pointed-out that the current SOX lighting is being 

phased-out and such supplies as are available are getting more expensive. 

They have also reported that there are now replacement LED bulbs that 

can replace the SOX bulbs in the existing fittings after minor modifications. 

There is doubt about the quality of the LED replacement lighting available 

and the Clerk requested that the contractor looks for a supply of reliable 

LED replacements for the current SOX lights. 

 

 

EOS16/41. Litter picking. 

Following a short discussion, it was noted that the standard of street 

cleansing provided by the District Council was not adequate for the 

requirements of the Committee and it was considered that the Rangers 

should continue their litter-picking rounds. The Clerk reported that the 

District Council had been advised that the Parish Council requires their 

agreement to continue the work. 

 

EOS16/42. Footpaths – to note any actions taken or required. 

No matters to report. 

 

EOS16/43. Centenary walk leaflet – progress report. 

The Committee noted that no further progress has been made with the 

repairs to this route, so the Clerk will write to Hullbridge Council and 

request clarification on their intentions. Without their support, no further 

action can be taken. 

 

EOS16/44. Items for next agenda.  

There were no items raised. 

 

EOS16/45. Date of next meeting Monday 6th June 2016. 

 
Meeting closed 9.25 p.m. 

 

 


