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HOCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Old Fire Station, 58 Southend Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QH 
 Telephone: 01702 207707  e-mail:  enquiries@hockley-essex.gov.uk 

Website:  hockley-essex.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the online Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 1st 
March 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Chairman:  Cllr. L. Vingoe  

 Councillors:  Cllr. N. Boxall Cllr. B. Hazlewood 
   Cllr. S. James  

 Visiting Councillors: Cllr. T. Carter 
   Cllr. S. Martin 

 District Councillor:  Adrian Eves 

 Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
   Kathryn Hayden, Administrative Assistant 
 Members of the public: Three 

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming visitors and reminding members of the 
importance of following the Parish Council’s virtual meeting procedures.   

A one minute silence was held in memory of Dave Neave, Parish Ranger, whose invaluable 
support to the committee on all matters environmental would be sadly missed. 
 

EOS20/58 Apologies for Absence  

 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. B. O’Shea and B. 
Thorogood.   

 RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted. 

EOS20/59 Minutes 

 RESOLVED that the minutes from the Environment Committee meeting held on 
4th January 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 
after the meeting. 

EOS20/60 Progress Report 

EOS18/64  
Licenses for street 
furniture 

Essex County Council Highways would not be able to 
look at the requests until the new year due to workload.  
Assistant Clerk had chased the officer. 

EOS19/28  
Footpath claim from 
Plumberow Mount 
to footpath 13 

Assistant Clerk was awaiting information from the officer 
at Essex County Council. 

EOS20/38 
Swing rocker at 
Laburnum play 
space 

Works to the cracked plate could not take place due to 
the surround at the bottom of the equipment.  Further 
information was awaited from the contractor. 
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Damaged dog bin at 
Marylands Nature 
Reserve 

Contractor to replace the bin when weather allows 
access. 

Replacement 
fingerposts  

Admin Assistant created spreadsheet for start of 
scheme in April 2021 and will liaise with Rangers to 
determine which posts should be after footpath 12. 

EOS20/53 
Footpath Reports 

Reports relating to footpaths 7 and 23 had been 
reported to Essex Highways. 

EOS20/51(a) 
Litter - Junction of 
Greensward Lane & 
Plumberow Avenue 

District Councillor Eves will monitor the situation and 
report to officers at Rochford District Council. 

EOS20/56 
Area under the 
railway bridge in 
Spa Road 

Admin Assistant had contacted Network Rail who 
requested photos of area. 

 

EOS20/61 Declarations of Interests 

 None. 

EOS20/62 Public Participation 

 Two members of the volunteer litter picking group spoke regarding the possibility 
of visiting schools to educate children about the importance of not dropping litter.  
They also mentioned the types of litter found including alcohol bottles.  This would 
be reported to the Police. 

EOS20/63 Committee budgets 

The committee budgets were reviewed, it was noted that 58% of the budget had 
been spent to date. 

EOS20/64 Folly Grove Allotment Site 

 The District Councillor had received correspondence from the Regional Chairman 
of Persimmon Homes advising that the allotments were to be transferred to the 
Parish Council within 12 months of the last house being sold.  This meant that 
Persimmon had until June 2021 to transfer the land.  

 
 The Clerk advised that no further information had been received from 

Persimmon’s solicitor. 

EOS20/65 Marylands Nature Reserve 

 Following heavy rainfall in January/February, the nature reserve had been water 
logged as the surface water entered the area on all sides.  It was noted that the 
stream did not flood though it was at a high level, Constable Landscapes had been 
keeping the culvert clear in the absence of the Rangers. 

 The Parish Council had previously been informed that the incorrect grill had been 
installed at the culvert, however the Administrative Assistant had been liaising with 
Anglian Water, Essex County Council and the Environment Agency who stated 
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that the grill was working as required.  

The surrounds for the pathways in the reserve had deteriorated due to increased 
use, the repair works had begun. 

 RESOLVED that following the advice from the relevant authorities, no further action 
be taken regarding the grill at the culvert however this would be kept under review. 

EOS20/66 St Peter’s Road 

 Cllr. L. Vingoe had visited the site and tabled a report of her findings; the area was 
overgrown and in need of clearing.  There was a discussion regarding the allowed 
use of the land and the need to keep it as a quiet place, similar to the nature reserve.  
The Committee considered options for the piece of land, it was noted that this should 
be included in the future grounds maintenance contract. 

 
 RESOLVED that Constable Landscapes clear the land, the budget to be taken from 

Land at St Peter’s Road (219:4107). 

EOS20/67 Litter 

 Following the information received from the litter picking volunteers during the 
public participation session, members considered the suggestion to extending the 
initiative into local schools.  A general discussion ensued regarding educating local 
residents and the litter situation locally. 

 It was noted that the Resources and Procedures Committee had agreed to the 
increased budget of £1,360 (minute EOS20/51(b) refers) for the litter bins in 
Marylands Nature Reserve.  

 RESOLVED that the litter picking group approach the local schools to discuss the 
litter situation and the idea to visit and educate the young people in the parish.  It 
was agreed that the group members attend the next meeting of the committee to 
consider the way forward. 

EOS20/68 Footpaths 

 Cllr. Hazlewood had walked all of the footpaths and carried out litter picks at the 
same time.  Footpath 5, which had been closed for maintenance works, should be 
opened shortly. 

 A resident had contacted the Council regarding a map of the public rights of way in 
the area.  It was noted that a map which gave an overview of all footpaths in the 
parish was to be found on the website.  Members agreed that when office time 
permitted, a separate map for each footpath should be created and put on the 
council’s web site. 

 RESOLVED that a separate map for each footpath be actioned in due course. 

EOS20/69 New Play Equipment at Plumberow Play Space 

 Cllr. L. Vingo had met previously with the Rangers regarding new play equipment 
for Plumberow play area, it was noted that the Committee had budgeted £3,000 
towards new equipment.  Three pieces of equipment were identified and a 
consultation with the youth was required to ascertain the preferred pieces.  The 
Committee could install two pieces of equipment on site. 
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 RESOLVED that the children from Plumberow Primary Academy be consulted  as 
to the preferred option. 

EOS20/70 Green Gym 

 A member of the public had previously enquired about a green gym within the 
parish, however the Committee noted that the Parish Council did not have a 
suitable location for the equipment.  Rochford District Council had confirmed that 
they would allow a green gym in Hockley Woods but were not able to contribute 
financially to the project.  The Assistant Clerk had sourced estimates for green 
gym packages, these costings and the viability of the project were presented to the 
Committee for consideration.  Members felt that there would be little benefit to the 
local residents. 

 RESOLVED that the Committee does not proceed with the project. 

EOS20/71 Street Lights  

 It was noted that street lights 7 and 8 in Buckingham Road were not working, the 
Administrative Assistant advised that these had been reported and that the County 
Councillor had been contacted to assist. 

EOS20/72 Trees 

 Members were advised that a tree had come down in Beckney Avenue onto a 
neighboring house, this had been removed and the damage to two roof tile would 
be repaired shortly.  It was noted that these areas of trees had not been included 
on the original tree survey, which was to take place on 5th March 2021, the office 
were sourcing costings for a survey of these areas. 

EOS20/73 Committee Responsibilities 

 Members received an update from the grounds maintenance contractor along with 
the open spaces report from the Clerk.  It was noted that significant amounts of 
rubbish had been left at Plumberow Mount following the recent snowfall and that 
Cllr. L. Vingoe had arranged a meeting with an orchard expert regarding trees for 
the community orchard. 

EOS20/74 Items for the next agenda 

 To consider ideas for planting at Broad Parade. 

EOS20/75 Date of future meeting  

The next meeting of the Environment Committee is to be confirmed at the Annual 
Council meeting on 17th May 2021. 

 The meeting closed at 8.57pm 
 
 
 Signed:          
 Chairman 
  
 Date:          

 
 


